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A MESSAGE
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to the first Ossett Voice of 2019-2020. 
 
This publication is designed to give you an insight into life here at Ossett Academy, and features some 
of the highlights of our Autumn term - which has been packed full of events and reasons to celebrate! 
Our Open Evening, Presentation Evening and Remembrance Day are just a few of those highlights, 
alongside some very impressive student success stories!
 
Besides what you’ll go on to read, this term has already seen many preparations for our Year 11 
students in advance of their examinations, including their recent Pre-Public Exam series, a Supporting 
Success event and some very well attended intervention sessions. We’ve got lots more planned for the 
coming term to support them through this important year. 

Thank you to all colleagues and students for your continued hard work and dedication. 
 
I’d also like to take the opportunity to thank parents, carers and governors for your continued support. 
On behalf of everyone here at the academy, we look forward to working with you across the course of 
the Winter term. 
 
Have a wonderful Christmas and I’ll see you on Monday January 6th. 
 
Mrs Broome
Principal

Mrs Broome
Principal
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MENTAL HEALTH 
A PRIORITY

MAKING

Here at Ossett Academy, students’ 
positive mental health and well-being is a 
priority each and every day, and this 
term, on World Mental Health Day, staff 
and students went one step further, with 
conversations and pledges on how to 
look after their own mental health.

Our Academy was one of the first regionally 
to employ a Mental Health Practitioner, based 
in our Let’s Talk Zone – a purpose-built, 
nurturing environment for students who 
require additional emotional support.
Miss Gaskell works with students who are 
struggling with their emotional and mental 
health for a variety of reasons, including 
students who are self-harming, 
have suffered a bereavement, have low 
self-esteem or confidence, or who may be 
struggling with exam stress or anxiety.

A student who feels they would benefit from 
emotional and mental health intervention, 
support or advice, should first talk to their 
Pastoral Year Leader, who can determine the 
appropriate referral for their individual needs.
Once a referral has been made to the Let’s 
Talk Zone, Miss Gaskell will work with the 
student, assessing the most appropriate 
support; this could be group work or one to 

one support, support from the School 
Nursing Team as part of Healthy Young 
People’s offer, or by signposting to external 
support services for young people.
The Let’s Talk Zone runs student support 
groups, for example; LGBT+, exam stress and 
anxiety, self-esteem and confidence. 

There is also a daily drop-in at break and 
lunch, open to all students who feel they 
need a place to be, or people to talk to – 
they can get that every day just by dropping 
in. Parents also benefit directly from the 
provision through regular parent workshops.

Miss Gaskell said  “As in previous years, 
we’re honouring World Mental Health Day 
at Ossett Academy. We know that mental 
ill-health doesn’t discriminate – problems 
can affect anyone, at any point in their life. 
My role is to assess and support some of 
our more vulnerable students, to ensure they 
access the appropriate level of support to 
meet their needs.

“Alongside this, we recognise the 
importance of promoting and advocating 
positive mental health and taking ownership 
of our own well-being, which can change 
from day to day. We’re also working to 
redress the stigma that surrounds mental 
health, through raising people’s 
understanding of it. 

”Although this is something we do daily, this 
important, global day is a fantastic 
opportunity to let people know what we do, 
and to hopefully go one step further in 
changing any negative perceptions that can 
still exist around the subject of mental 
health.”

“Whilst this provision is in place we also 
have lots more to do to build even more 
support in to the offer we have. We 

encourage the whole Ossett Academy community to be a 
part of this.”

To find out more about the support offered in our 
Let’s Talk Zone, as well as a list of useful support 
services, visit
 
www.ossettacademy.co.uk/the-academy/lets-talk-zone

PARENTSECTION
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Miss Gaskell on World Mental Health Day
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During this term we also supported 
Anti-Bullying Week, with the launch of 
our anti-bullying film, produced and 
directed by students, alongside our 
Accord anti-bullying policy. 

Targeted at students and their parents / 
carers, the film aims to help people to 
recognise and report bullying, and to access 
support. 

Find the film on our safeguarding web page at

www.ossettacademy.co.uk/safeguarding.

Throughout the week we also held assemblies 
on the topic, discussing the scale and impact 
of bullying, and inviting students to take part in 
a student voice working group or a peer 
mentor scheme, to contribute towards 
making school a happier and safer place. 

For more anti-bullying information, advice and 
support, visit:

www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk 

CHANGE STARTS
WITH US
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STUDENT LEADERS: YEAR 11  

STUDENTSECTION

We would like to introduce our senior prefects for 
2019/2020...  
 
Head Girl, Phoebe, and Deputy Head Boys, Nat and Ben have 
already started to embrace their new roles, representing our 
academy at Ossett’s Christmas Lights Switch On where they had 
the important role of turning on the lights! 
 
We congratulate them on the achievement of their leadership 
roles and look forward to working with them over the coming 
months. 

Accord Sixth Form 
College's Head Boy, Ben, 
and Head Girl, Maddie, 
have been busy in their 
leadership roles this 
term, planning events 
and even contributing to 
the college's marketing 
strategy.

Speaking of her time at 
Accord Sixth, Maddie 
said "Accord Sixth Form 
was clearly the right 
choice for me. I didn't 
want to feel like I was 
simply a number or a set 
of results on a piece of 

paper - I wanted to feel 
like an individual. Accord 
Sixth Form met my 
expectations with its 
family feel and supportive 
nature. 

"The support provided is 
fantastic and incredibly 
individual. Support and 
guidance is there for you 
every step of the way, no 
matter how big or small. 
With many big decisions 
facing students these 
days, Acoord Sixth's staff 
provide their time and

Student Leaders: 
Accord Sixth Form 

guidance whenever it is 
needed.

"I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here. I 
can truly say that you will 
be made to feel part of a 
community where you 
are given the opportunity 
to thrive on both an 
academic and personal 
level."

To apply for Accord Sixth 
Form College, or to find 
out more, visit 
www.accordsixth.co.uk
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Our very own Matthew 
wowed judges at the 
regional heat of 'The Great 
Debate' last month at 
Bradford's Woodhouse 
Grove School, where he was 
crowned winner of the heat.

Matthew competed against 
eight other students, aged 
between 16 and 19 in this 
national public-speaking 
competition and will now go 
on to represent us at the 
Grand Final, taking place at 
Windsor Castle on Saturday 28 
March 2020. 

Donna Shoesmith-Evans, 
Assistant Head at Bradford's 
Woodhouse Grove School said

 "The winner of our heat was 
Matthew who presented 
superbly. He received excellent 
feedback from our two judges 
and we wish him well when he 
represents the Bradford region 
in the final."

The heat saw students tasked 
with delivering a five-minute 

speech in answer to the 
question ‘Should historical 
figures be judged on the morals 
of today?’ Students were 
encouraged to consider all 
periods of history when 
deciding their argument, and to 
pick a subject matter of 
personal interest to them. 
Matthew said “I very much 
enjoyed taking part in this 
debate, and representing my 
school regionally and nationally. 
I’m looking forward to 
participating in the final next 
year, which will be an amazing 
experience.” 

This competition is a 
partnership between the 
Historical Association and BBC 
World Histories Magazine. It is 
an opportunity for students to 
gain valuable experience in 
speaking to an audience and 
developing their debating skills, 
confidence and self-esteem. 
The winner and runners-up of 
the competition will be 
awarded with a cash prize, with 
their schools receiving prizes 
from the Historical 

Association's sponsors. 
All finalists also receive free 
student membership of the 
Historical Association…

Good luck Matthew!

MATTHEW'S PARTICULARLY GREAT DEBATE!
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OPEN EVENING 2019

This year, our annual Open Evening took place on Thursday 
September 26th, when we opened our doors and welcomed the 
community to experience the opportunities available at our 
academy.  

There was a real buzz about the evening with so much going on, from 
student tours, to speeches and lots of interesting curriculum-based 
activities.
 
Students invited families to accompany them on a tour of the site, 
classrooms and departments to experience the facilities and 
opportunities available.  
 
We were proud to receive some great feedback from this event and 
we’re already looking forward to welcoming our new intake as we begin 
transition in Spring 2020.  

In October, we supported the national Restart a 
Heart campaign with a special event in our 
academy for Year 8 students.

Restart a Heart is an initiative led by the Resuscitation 
Council, in partnership with The British Heart Foundation, 
British Red Cross, St John Ambulance, Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service and Police. It aims to improve the low 
numbers of people surviving out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrests by increasing public awareness of cardiac arrests, 
as well as the number of people trained in life saving 
CPR. As such, all Year 8 students were taught emergency 
CPR procedures as part of the day. It was also an 
opportunity to inform students about the career 
opportunities within these organisations.

We were also lucky enough to also be visited by Deputy 
Lieutenant, Colonel Alan Roberts OBE, who wanted to 
come along to show his support for this important work.

LIFE-SAVING TRAINING FOR YEAR 8
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Last month, on the 100-year anniversary of 
Britain falling silent for the first act of 
national remembrance, we held a series of 
special remembrance assemblies for each 
year group.

Mrs Broome’s address stressed the importance 
of taking time to reflect on Armistice Day, which 
marks the day World War One ended at 11am 
on the 11th day of the 11th month 1918. It 
explained how the first two-minute silence in 
Britain was held on 11th November 1919, when 
King George V asked the public to observe a 
silence at 11am. He made the request so ‘the 
thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on 
reverent remembrance of the glorious dead.’

Mrs Broome said “Remembrance honours 
those who serve to defend our democratic 
freedoms and way of life. We unite across faiths, 
cultures and backgrounds to remember the 
sacrifice of the Armed Forces community from 
Britain and the commonwealth. We also gather 
to remember the Ossett Fallen, 409 men and 

women of Ossett killed in the First and Second 
world war.

“We remember all those who supported them: 
those who worked in munitions factories, women 
who took on jobs to keep their country running, 
the men and women of the resistance.

“This year the poppy is also being worn for civilian 
victims of war and terrorism, thinking about the 
role played by our emergency services who are 
the first to arrive to help the victims.”

Students, George and Erin, took a leading role, 
with George reading Josh Dyer’s poem ‘One 
Thousand Men are Walking’ and with Erin reciting 
the Exhortation, prior to The Last Post being 
played. The Hall then stood completely still for 
two minutes, in a silence well-observed by 
respectful students, before the Reveille signalled 
Erin to read the Kohima Epitaph ‘When you go 
home tell them of us and say for your tomorrow 
we gave our today.’

WE REMEMBER...
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OUR VERY OWN 
CAREERS WEEK

We hosted our annual Careers Week 
this term, during which curriculum 
areas delivered careers-related lessons 
to all year groups, in order to raise 
students’ aspirations and awareness of 
what their subjects can help them to 
progress to in the future.

The highlight of the week was the Careers 
Convention, featuring over 50 local and national 
employers, training and apprenticeship providers, 
colleges, NHS, Police, Fire Service, Armed Forces 
and universities available to talk to students 
about careers and their entrance routes.

Our Employment and Progression Manager, Mr 
Green, said “This annual event is always a 
fantastic opportunity for students to delve into a 
variety of career paths, to ask questions and 
explore their future options. We are very 
grateful to the volunteers from a range of career 
backgrounds, without whom this wouldn’t have 
been possible.”

“I think this event is a brilliant 
opportunity for us to see what career 
options are out there, to help us to 
decide what path we might want to take. 
Having an idea early in our secondary 
education helps us to plan for the future, 
thinking about what subjects to take to 
get to where we want to be.”

Liam, Year 8
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

Always a highlight of our academy calendar, our 
Presentation Evening took place on Thursday 
November 28th this year, and was a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the achievements of 
students, past and present.  

There were incredible performances by our orchestra 
including 'Game of Thrones' and 'The Final Countdown', 
not to mention a musical rendition from our Ukulele band!  

A special thanks to the local companies and academy 
partners who sponsored the event, and a huge 
congratulations goes to all of our deserving award 
recipients.

Local poet, Craig Bradley, also known as 
‘That Poetry Bloke’, kindly visited our 
book club and Year 7 students last month 
when he delivered a fabulously funny and 
creative workshop about the meaning and 
power of words. Craig captured pupils’ 
imaginations and left them with huge 
smiles on their faces!

Our book club also partook in a spot of 
extreme reading at a session this term, proving 
that reading really is fun!! These happy faces and 
funny poses only tell half the story...this group 
are actually working their way through a stash 
of books that they'll go on to judge, culminating 
in an award ceremony in the Summer term! 

So, next time you go to sit on the sofa with a 
good book, maybe think again...! 

THE POWER OF WORDS!  
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BARCELONA 2019

GCSE Spanish students in Years 10 and 
11 jetted off to Barcelona in October for 
four fabulous days!

There, they visited the Barcelona FC Museum, 
took a tour of Nou Camp, and visited La 
Boqueira Market and Parc Guell.

This trip was an excellent opportunity, not 
only to see the sights of Barcelona, but also to 
practise their use of everyday Spanish!

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Earlier this term we had a wonderful visit 
from some Park House VIPs!…

John Ellis and his wife Helen flew all the way from 
New Zealand to visit John’s ancestors’ family 
home – our very own Park House!
John and Helen brought along their daughter, 
Philippa, in John’s words ‘to connect one 
generation to the next’.

John explained that not only did his family live in 
the house, but his Great Grandfather’s brother, 
Philip, actually built it!...And apparently it’s not just 
the house that we’ve inherited - our academy 
logo was originally their family’s and this still 
features in the window at the top of Park House.
Here are John and Philippa, in front of the old 
fireplace. 
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YORKSHIRE CUP, 
HERE WE COME!

Congratulations to our 
Year 9 girls’ rugby team 
on their astonishing 
success at the Wakefield 
Girls’ Rugby Tournament!

Our talented team 
completed the tournament 
unbeaten…only conceding 
one try!! They will now go on 
to represent us in the 
Yorkshire Cup so stay tuned 
for the outcome!

Very well done girls!!

SPORTINGSUCCESS
ROUNDUP

BRANDON’S 
BIG NEWS!

Huge congratulations also 
go to Year 11’s Brandon 
who has recently been 
selected to play American 
Football for Great Britain 
Lions under 17s!

Brandon started playing for 
Leeds Assassin Academy in 
February, as a slot wide 
receiver. After training in this 
position for a couple of 
months, he decided he was 
better suited to defence.

Brandon said “I struggled 
with catching deep balls and 
adapting to the run heavy 
offence, so the week before 
our first scrimmage, I asked 
the defensive coordinator if I 
could switch to defence.

“I started out playing free 
safety, in which I got six 
tackles and four passes 
defended in said scrimmage. I 
continued to train as a safety 
up until our first tournament 
in which our DC moved me 
to middle linebacker, a 

position in which I had never 
played before.

“I ended up starting and this 
was my worst tournament of 
the season. Despite this, our 
DC kept starting me and I 
kept progressing as a player. I 
eventually reached the stage 
where I could tell my 
teammates the play the 
offence were going to run, 
before they ran it.

“Our team made the playoffs, 
however at this time I was on 
holiday and wasn’t able to 
play. This meant I didn’t 
receive an invitation to the 
trials so I decided I would 
take on the open trials. 
Standing at 5’8 and 56Kg, I 
was at a height and weight 
disadvantage, but through the 
use of my long arms, speed 
and knowledge of the sport, I 
was able to make the 73 man 
roster for Great Britain, 
beating 300 other applicants.”

What an achievement 
Brandon, congratulations – 
we’re proud of you!
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TOP OF HIS GAME

We were delighted to 
hear that Danny is making 
his dreams come true 
with a two-year football 
scholarship with 
Championship side, 
Sheffield Wednesday, 
starting on July 1st 2020.

Danny told us that he will 
undertake a higher level 

Sports Science BTEC at 
Sheffield Wednesday, in 
addition to his 15 hours of 
training per week, as he takes 
his first steps towards his 
professional football contract.

Danny’s passion for football 
started at age four when he 
joined Ossett Town, where 
he remained until he was 
signed with Sheffield 
Wednesday, eighteen months 
ago.

Danny has also been called 
up to play for Wales, where 
he will be attending his first 
training camp in August.

Danny’s mum, Susanna, said 
“We have nothing but praise 
for Sheffield Wednesday. They 
have worked Danny hard but 
are also all about trying to 
promote talent and instil 
resilience in all their academy 
players. They have always 
promoted the importance of 
his education as well as his 
football. We are all ecstatic as 
you can imagine!”

Mr Price, Curriculum Team 
Leader of Physical Education, 
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defended in said scrimmage. I 
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said “We are extremely 
proud of Danny’s 
achievements and are looking 
forward to following his 
majestic journey towards the 
goal of becoming a 
professional football player. 
We wish Danny all the best 
in his career.”
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Year 12&13

Mr Spink 
Associate Director of Sixth Form 

Year 11

Miss Burland

Year 10

Miss Milner

Year 9

Miss Walker

Year 8

Mr Ransome 

Year 7

Miss Sedgwick 

Safeguarding

Transition

KEY CONTACTS
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EXTRACURRICUL AR

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention–A3, 2.45 – 3.45 (Ar t & DT Dept)

Homework Club–IT3/IT4, 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

GarageBand Club–MU2, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

KS3 Cooking Club–T4, 2.45-3.45 (DT Dept)

KS3 Ar t Club–2.45 – 3.45 (Ar t Dept)

Team Guitar–MU2, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

Music Theory–Prac1, 2.45 – 3.45 (Music Dept)

STEM Club–S3, 2.45 – 3.30 (Science Dept)

Homework Club–IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Creative Writing Club–LRC / E4, 2.50 – 3.50 (English Dept)

Debate Club (Yr10)–E1, 2.45 – 3.45 (English Dept)

Film Club–E13, 2.50 – 4.00 (English Dept)

All Years Athletics (Boys & Gir ls)–2.45–3.45 (PE Dept)

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention–A3, 2.45-3.45 (Ar t & DT Dept)

Homework Club–IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Book Club–LRC, 3.00 -3.45 (English Dept)

Ukulele Group–MU1, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

All Years Cricket (Boys)–2.45 – 3.45 (PE Dept)

Orchestra–MU1, 2.45 – 4.15 (Music Dept)

Yr9 Homework Dropin (Ar t / DT / Tech)–2.45 – 3.45 (Ar t Dept)

Homework Club–IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Fitness Suite (Boys & Gir ls)–2.45 – 3.45 (PE Dept)

Rounders (Gir ls)–2.45 – 3.45 (PE Dept)

THURSDAY

Homework Club–IT3/IT4, 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)
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School closes for Christmas 
Break 

 

Inset Day  

Spring Term Starts   

 

Half Term   

Inset Day  

Easter Holidays  

May Day Bank Holiday 

Half Term 

School Closes for Summer 
Break  

 

Inset Day  
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MY CHILD AT 
SCHOOL

Don't forget to download the 
‘MyChildAtSchool’ (MCAS) app, free of 
charge from the Apple App Store and 
Google Play. 

at www.mychildatschool.com, which 

update your contact details. 

Signing up for this app will allow us to 

whilst reducing costs associated with 

the students. 
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OSSETT ACADEMY

Storrs Hill Rd

Ossett,West Yorkshire

WF5 0DG

01924 232820

enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org  

www.ossettacademy.co.uk


