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It gives me great pleasure in welcoming all parents, carers and indeed students to our Spring edition of our Ossett Voice Magazine. As you will see 
this edition is yet again filled with the achievements, celebrations and a vast array of events that have taken place at the academy so far this year. It 
goes without saying that I remain incredibly proud of the ongoing work and efforts of our students and staff to ensure that we sustain the best possible 
provision here at the academy. 

The spring term has been extremely busy at the academy and in January we welcomed an Ofsted inspection team to conduct their routine inspection 
of the academy.  All parents and carers will have received the letter summarising the outcome of the inspection process and we feel that the outcome 
is an accurate reflection on our current position but also our high aspirations for the future.  The academy was particularly pleased that the recent 
inspection recognised the relentless focus all leaders, teachers, governors and trustees have had on improving the outcomes for young people.  It was 
also clear from the inspection that the academy isn’t complacent in any way, and moving forward from the inspection we were pleased to host another 
Parents Forum event that featured on the inspection, its outcomes and some of the priorities identified.  I must say that the Parents Forum has proved 
extremely valuable in shaping the academy’s development to date, and at this latest meeting senior leaders revisited some of the points arising from 
the inspection letter surrounding the safe entry and exit of students from the academy site and the quality of provision at the academy to address 
bullying.  All of the feedback received by parents will play a significant part in shaping developments in the future on these two very important aspects 
of our work.

The spring term has provided a further whirlwind of activity here at the academy. As we set our sights on the summer examination period we have 
heightened the support for our year 11, 12 and 13 students in readiness for their examinations. After school revision sessions in various forms have 
been provided with students responding well to ‘tutor pods’ and the time given freely by so many staff. In addition, the Easter break has provided 
extensive opportunities for students to visit the academy as part of our ‘supporting success’ package to participate in subject specific master classes 
across almost all of our curriculum areas.  As this year progresses we will continue to prepare and support our students for their examinations to enable 
them to be best placed when they leave the academy. A new edition to the programme for after Easter is ‘period zero’, developed in response to 
feedback from students and an opportunity for them to receive dedicated study support before school starts, along with the introduction of our study 
support sessions that will take place at the end of the day to provide the necessary structure and support in terms of revision for targeted students.  We 
will of course keep you posted about our ‘supporting success’ programme as the year progresses. 

As well as supporting our students with their extensive examination preparations, the spring term continued to provide an extensive range of 
extra-curricular activities, with students representing the academy and exceling in sports, arts, music and drama – some of the many successes 
featuring in this edition of the magazine.  In the last week of term, we also hosted one of our ‘marquee’ events of the year in terms of the annual Music 
Showcase.  There is no other word to describe this event other than ‘outstanding’ and I’m sure that all parents and carers who attended the event will 
share my views in that respect.  Each year just gets better and better and the quality of the performances of our students continues to be of the highest 
quality. Amazing! 

As we brought an end to the spring term, we also took the opportunity to reflect on the achievements and contributions of our students as part of our 
rewards programme. In excess of 750 students were recognised across the course of the last week of term with their efforts rewarded in a number of 
different ways to include; a visit to the academy ‘tuck shop / slushy bar’, the provision of a VIP pass, gold star awards, certificates and for many 
students personal messages from staff on postcards that were sent home. Moving forward to the summer term, we hope to reward even more students 
as they continue to meet the high ‘standards for success’ both in lessons and around the academy.

In conclusion, I hope that you enjoy this spring term edition of ‘Ossett Voice’, and as always I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support.  On behalf of everyone here at the academy, we look forward to working with you across the course of the summer term.

A MESSAGE
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Alan Warboys
Principal
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PARENT/CARER
FORUM UPDATE
DECEMBER 2017

Our first Parent Forum meeting for the 2017/18 academic year took place on Tuesday 5 December. The purpose 
of the meeting was to consult with parents/carers on a strategy for parental/academy communications. Feedback 
from this event was taken into consideration and the Communication Principles were shared via the academy 
website at the end of January 2018. The documents can be found at:

http://www.ossettacademy.co.uk/parents/parentschool-communication/

The letter to parents/carers regarding our communication principles and associated FAQs and Jargon Buster can be 
found at:

http://www.ossettacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Letter-Dated-26.02.18-Parent-Forum.pdf 

We hope these information documents will prove useful. Our actions regarding communications do not stop here 
and we continue to work with parents/carers and students on matters arising from our consultation. These include:

A review of the Student Planner for September 2018

Consideration of a Homework App

A review of the use of the MyEd mobile phone App

The launch of a suggestion box and parents@ossettacademy.co.uk email address – please use this email for any 
suggestions or replies to letters, trips etc.
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Parent Forum Update
20 March 2018 

The Spring term meeting of Parent Forum concentrated on 2 topics of discussion, which were points arising from the 
recent Ofsted report. Mr Warboys attended the event and provided a briefing on the process conducted by Ofsted 
during their January visit to the academy and their subsequent findings. A copy of which can be found at:

http://www.ossettacademy.co.uk/ofsted-report/

Members of the Senior Leadership Team then presented a review of current practise and actions going forward in 
relation to the Academy Travel Plan and our Anti-Bullying strategy.

The Academy Travel Plan – the session included discussion on:

The safe entry and exit from site for our students at the start and end of the academy day. 

A commitment that we take the safety of our academy community very seriously and continually look for ways to 
improve safe travel to and from the academy site. 

A review of actions taken to date to improve both on-site and off-site safety. 

Confirmation of our intended actions/considerations going forward to further improve both on-site and off-site 
safety. These include:

Provision of a Bikeability course and Bike Permit for all students who cycle to and from the academy. 
Road Safety theme through assemblies and form learning time. 
Continued staff presence on the purple line, at the end of the academy drive and at Storrs Hill Road shops and 
park area. 
Discussions with the Local Authority to look at potential changes which may include consideration of road 
layout, pedestrian crossings, traffic lights and road markings etc. 

Anti-Bullying - the session included provision of information on:

The different nature and forms of bullying. 

Our current policy and practises. 

A commitment that the academy will continue to work with students and parents/carers on our anti-bullying 
strategy; specifically:

A student survey and small student voice groups.
Barnados Positive Identities – working groups and staff professional development opportunities.  
A review of the academy Anti-Bullying Policy.
The creation of a student charter.
The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Ambassadors – Peer to Peer support training.
Transition Activities and a Year 7 induction programme.
Increase the number of visuals/graphics around the academy site.
Inclusion of the Anti-Bullying theme through form learning time. 
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SUPPORTING SUCCESS 
YEAR 11

During the Spring term we have continued to work closely with our year eleven students to increase and build on their preparations 
for their exams at the end of the academic year. Students have now completed two sets of mock examinations and will be invited 
to a selection of Easter School sessions over the Easter break. 

Moving into the Summer term we will continue to offer support to our students across all subjects with varying kinds of interventions 
and revision support. 

With this in mind we would like to take the time to revisit with parents and students the wealth of revision materials and support that 
all students can access in preparation for their final GCSEs in the summer.

EASTER SCHOOLS
With only weeks until the start of the exam period students have been invited to attend the academy on select 
days over the Easter break to work on certain subjects. Staff have kindly volunteered to come into the academy 
during their Easter holiday in order to support students to give them every chance of success in forthcoming 
exams. Students have been provided with an individual timetable. A similar but reduced offer may also be 
available at the May half term break. 

TUTOR PODS
This is a tutoring system that allows students to book a 
one to one twenty minute tuition with a specialist 
teacher. The session is designed to cover any topic or 
area of development a student wishes to cover. 

ACADEMY BASED REVISION SUPPORT AVAILABLE:
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STUDY GROUPS
Every week and across most subjects students can access a study group. These are designed to support 
students with specific aspects of their revision. Whatever level a students is working at, we have a group that 
will support them with their revision. 

LEARNING CONFERENCES
Throughout the term, and for the remainder of the academic year, we are inviting different groups of students 
to participate in Learning Conferences. These primarily take place in English, Maths and Science and are 
situated in our David Drake Post 16 building. The idea behind the conference is to give students an extended 
period of time to revisit their learning across key topics. 

INDEPENDENT REVISION SUPPORT (IDEAL FOR 
REVISION OVER HOLIDAY PERIODS)
We have shared with students a number of recommended apps and websites that provide excellent support 
with revision outside the academy day. We know that by accessing these resources regularly and for 20-30 
minute periods of time, students can really increase their chances of retaining key information in their exams.

WALKING TALKING 
MOCKS AND WALKING 
TALKING MARKS
This year we have made full use of walking talking mocks 
and walking talking marks. These are sessions that are 
designed to help students understand the thinking behind 
answering examination questions. Teachers model 
answers for students and explain the process of writing the 
answer in an exam environment. These sessions conclude 
with students attempting the same examination questions 
and applying the thinking they have been taught.
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ONLINE APPS INCLUDING:
PIXL Maths app
PIXL Lit app

HEGARTY MATHS
New for this academy year, we have launched an online provision in Maths called Hegarty Maths. Hegarty Maths 
provides sample questions across every grade and videos to support students to better understand each of the 
different questions. In the academy we can then track the number of hours students are using this online resource. Our 
research shows that there is a very clear link between the number of hours used and the progress made by students. 

PRACTICE PAPERS 
All students will need to spend time practising answering exam style questions as part of their revision. There is no 
better way to do this than by answering sample papers and questions provided by teachers. If students attempt to 
answer these questions using the same timings of the exam itself, then this will support them to understand the time 
constraints they will face in the real exam. 

REVISITING TOPICS AND CREATING FLASHCARDS AND 
REVISION NOTES

Given the content now delivered at GCSE, it is essential that all students revisit each topic they have been 
taught over the remaining months. Students have attended assemblies this year that  have shown them 
how to best revisit this material in order to ensure it is best retained in their long term memories. By 
creating flash cards and making revision notes students are revisiting and processing information that will 
undoubtedly be key to their examination success.

We hope that the above information has been useful – if you require any further information on revision 
strategies and making the most of the remaining few months in Year 11 please do not hesitate to contact 
the academy.

SPECIALIST FORM GROUP SUPPORT
Alongside our after school interventions, we have also supported students to access high quality revision at the 
start of the academy day. Across Year 11 we have a number of specialist subject forms that provide students with 
targeted work at the start of each day. We hope these activities complement the revision that students should be 
undertaking outside of academy hours.
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STUDENT WELL BEING

GCSE SURVIVAL
GUIDE

With mock exams done and dusted and the actual GCSE’s rapidly approaching, stress and anxiety levels, if not 
already, are starting to increase. Firstly let’s acknowledge that for most students this is the biggest amount of stress 
they will face to date and they will have varying ways of coping. ‘When I was at school…’ is often heard along 
with ‘in my day…’ but things are very different now, the pressure on students, children and teenagers is much more 
and they will at times find this really hard to deal with. 

For students my biggest bit of advice is that it is ok to feel stressed, anxious and nervous!  

We really need to reinforce this message that it really is ok to be worried about GCSE’s. They are the golden 
ticket to the next chapter of your life and can affect whether or not you get your first, second or sometimes fifth 
college choice. There will be butterflies in stomachs and feeling a bit sick before an exam, there might also be 
frustration, upset, moodiness, irritability, fatigue and much more attributed to being stressed. 

So what can you do as a student to help keep the levels of stress and anxiety within a level of which 
you can cope? 

Here’s a few small tips, that aren’t rocket science but can make a huge difference to how to survive exam time. 

REVISE – BUT EFFICIENTLY 
I always advise students I work with that revising the content for an exam is just as 
important as looking after the person holding the pen. You need to put as much 
effort in to looking after yourself as you do revision. Make sure you have regular 
breaks; long stints of revision are actually counterproductive. Fit it in to your routine, 
so if your family eat their evening meal at  5.30pm, revise may be an hour after 
getting in from school and then stop and eat your meal with your family, do another 
stint after your meal but then have some time to wind down before bed time. 

SLEEP
 
You should be having 8-9 hours sleep at the age of 15-16. Try and keep a similar 
bed time routine, our bodies like these. Always try to relax, don’t expect to be able 
to revise and then put the books down and nod off.

1

2

BY SARAH GASKELL, MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER
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KEEP UP WITH YOUR HOBBIES
We all have hobbies and things we enjoy doing. Whether it be dancing, football, drama, 
basketball or tiddlywinks – don’t stop doing these to make way for revision. Obviously if 
you have a commitment 5 nights per week this might be too much to balance during exam 
time. However you do these hobbies for a reason, they make you feel good and you 
enjoy them, you need to try and keep doing some of them and they make a great break 
away from revision – remember it’s about looking after the person sitting the exams too. 

EAT AND HYDRATE YOURSELF

I was once a teenager and know that skipping breakfast or not having much of an 
appetite on a morning or before an exam is commonplace. However…..please try 
and eat something, porridge or cereal would be ideal but a cereal bar walking to 
school or some fruit, to be honest anything before you go in to an exam, your 
body and brain need some fuel. Make sure you try to drink plenty of fluids too 
and bring a bottle of water to your exam. 

DON’T BE TOO HARD ON YOURSELF AND 
ANSWER YOUR ‘WHAT IF’S’
All too often I have students come and see me  worrying, ‘what if I don’t pass’ or ‘what if I 
get a level 6 instead of a 7’…so I ask them ‘what if you do?’ What will happen and how 
will this affect your plans? It is highly unlikely to stop you from still aiming towards your 
goal however what it might mean is the pathway to the goal might change slightly. It’s 
good to have a Plan B. We are all routing for you that things work out as you wish them to, 
but sometimes in life things happen that mean we have to use our Plan B…or C…or D. 
What matters is that you don’t give up or feel like you’ve failed because things didn’t go 
exactly to plan. 

PRACTICE BREATHING EXERCISES
 
When someone mentioned this to me when I was younger I dismissed them and almost 
laughed in their face. When I was a bit older I felt really bad that I had dismissed 
this…because it really works. Practicing easy breathing techniques helps to prevent 
feelings of worry or anxiety when they become too overwhelming. Have a look online or 
come and see me for some basic ones that you can practice every day so that within a 
few weeks they are second nature to you and the best thing is…no one can tell you are 
doing it! You can still walk in to an exam whilst doing them and no one would notice! 

USE THE SUPPORT AROUND YOU
Talk about how you’re feeling, whether this be with friends, family, teachers, 
grandparents and of course the pastoral staff in the academy including me, Miss 
Hemingway, your Learning Leader or Achievement Officer. There is also lots of help out 
there online, Kooth counselling (Kooth.com), Childline (08001111), Samaritans 
(116123), Young Minds website - youngminds.org.uk  to name a few. 

3

4

5

6

7

THE OSSETT VOICE:  SPRING 201810



STUDENT WELL BEING

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD 
WITH ANXIETY

We reinforce the messages from the GCSE Survival Guide.

We try to be there for them as much as we can.

 We listen to them.

We try help them revise if they want us to.

We bite our tongue when their bedroom is a tip and they are the moodiest they have ever been.

We frustratingly watch them leave for school eating last night’s pizza (this is better than no breakfast at all) 
or we slip them a cereal bar in their blazer pocket that they can eat walking to school or whilst queuing for 
the exam to start.

We comfort them through the meltdown – there will be at least one, but they need us to help them navigate 
through it and this is for their exams but also a lesson in life, sometimes there are things that just feel too 
overwhelming, we all at times need to learn how we get through this and come out the other side.

We celebrate every exam being over, we debrief with them and talk about it and then say ‘it’s done now’ 
whether they think it went well or not and shift focus to the next one.

We encourage them to look after themselves, to take breaks, to keep up hobbies and to have fun and smile.

We praise them for their efforts and talk about the ‘what if’s’ so they know they have our support for plan 
b…and c…and d. 

We remind them they are human and can only do their best and most importantly that their best is all we can 
ask and is more than good enough.

We might secretly have our own meltdowns behind closed doors about watching them go through this time, we may want to 
cry when they say it hasn’t gone well and wish this was all over for them…but we hold it together for them and then we all 
celebrate them moving on to their next chapter, wherever that may be and whatever that may be doing. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything please do not hesitate to contact me at the academy. 

Mrs Gaskell
Mental Health Practitioner/ Student Support

So as parents...how do we deal with our teenager being stressed or anxious...?
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GROWING UP
DIGITALLY

STUDENT WELL BEING

In 2017 the Children’s Commissioner published a 
report focusing on ‘Growing Up Digital’ to support 
the development of children to navigate a digital 
world. Although much work has already been 
undertaken by a range of charities and educational 
organisations, there is still much to do. A video 
summary of the ‘Growing Up Digital’ report 
revealed that…

1 out of every 3 
people on the internet 
are under 18 years 
old;

12-15 year olds spend 15 
to 20 hours on the internet 
per week;

Nearly half of 11-16 year 
olds said it was easier to be 
themselves online;

1 in 3 12-15 year olds have 
seen hateful content online 
in the last year.

PROFILE

Following the report the Children’s 
Commissioner has called for three interventions 
from government: 

the creation of a digital citizenship programme to be 
compulsory in every school from 4 – 14; 

implementation of the intent of the General Data 
Protection Regulation, by introducing simplified Terms 
and Conditions for digital services offered to children; 

a new Children’s Digital Ombudsman to mediate 
between under 18s and social media companies.

Ossett Academy already works with students to 
develop their understanding of the digital world 
through assemblies, the LIFE (PSHE) curriculum 
and subject links, for example units of work in 
ICT, however following the publication of the 
report we have introduced a unit of work 
undertaken by all form tutors in the last half 
term. ‘Growing Up Digitally’ was structured 
around 7 key themes followed by reflection of 
learning. The first theme sought to identify the 
types of social media used by students, what 
they perceive as the purpose and develop a 
greater understanding about the positive and 
negative consequences of social media. This 
provided an opportunity for students to talk 
through their own experiences and recognise 
that social media has benefits, but also 
challenges which can test our resilience. 
Students then progressed to a second theme 
examining cyberbullying, together they 
examined some statistics based upon research 
by Young Minds and The Children’s Society, 
for example;

46% of young people asked said they had 
experienced threatening, intimidating or nasty 
messages via social media, email or text.

37% reported having personal experience of online 
bullying in their lifetime.

26% have personal experience of online bullying 
within the last year.

2% said they had seen somebody be harassed or 
bullied online.
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Form tutors then provided resources and video clips 
which identified strategies on dealing with 
cyberbullying, ways of reporting and also how to 
build self-esteem following cyberbullying. The theme 
of reporting a concern was further developed in the 
next session and resources from CEOP and the safer 
internet centre were used to identify how to report a 
concern, specifically that of grooming and ways to 
adjust and manage settings on devices. Students 
were also reminded that they could speak to teachers 
in the academy should they need support.

As students continued to progress in their 
understanding, form tutors introduced the theme of 
Digital Literacy.  In the report from the Children’s 
Commissioner’s ‘Growing Up Digital’ it stated that 
information was a key area of development, yet we 
know the children and teenagers who use the internet 
(and probably most adults) do not read the terms 
and conditions for the apps they sign up to. This is not 
surprising given that …

To overcome this, form tutors shared a student 
friendly version of the T&C’s for Facebook, Snapchat, 
Whatsapp, Youtube and Instagram. These were 
simplified to be read from age 11 and above.  This 
was also supported by a video clip about the T&C’s 
and students then discussed what they thought. Most 
were very surprised by how much information they 
give to companies and the rights the companies had 
to this. 

As the unit of work progresses we then focused on 
the emotional impact of social media, examining ‘A 
Life in Likes’ and the consequences on our ‘Digital 
Tattoo’. The emotional impact of social media is a 
hotly debated topic. There is evidence to say that 
whilst there are some positive impacts, the negative 
aspects can impact upon sleep, anxiety, body image, 
fear of missing out (FOMO), loneliness and 
emotional support. The purpose of this session is to 
raise awareness of the emotional impact and 
strategies to address them, developing the resilience 

iTunes terms and 
conditions are as long as 
Macbeth!

It would take 32 hours to 
read the terms and 
conditions for the apps on 
an average phone!

for a digitised world. The session examining the digital tattoo is 
another word for a digital footprint, however although a 
footprint will fade the term tattoo conveys the sense of 
permanence. This session focused on how a decision in the 
moment can have significant consequences. Resources from 
CEOP were used in an interactive scenario where students 
could decide on the choices that could be made by the 
characters. The choices related to posting content, risks and 
the need to gain ‘likes’ and followers. 

The final theme in the unit examined the risks concerning live 
streaming and focused on ‘Charlie’s story’.  Charlie’s story 
addressed issues of online abuse, coercion and live streaming. 
In Charlie’s scenario she starts to live stream her blog, when 
she receives requests for indecent images. Form tutors led 
students through the risks and possible consequences as shown 
in the extract below.

Our experience in working with children and teenagers tells us 
that whilst we can educate and inform, it is important that we 
keep on reinforcing these messages, both at the academy and 
at home. We shall continue to do this through a range of 
activities and curriculum opportunities. 

Should you wish to find further information about this subject, 
you may find the following resources helpful:

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/growing-
up-digital/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1RZhpWqBsjjRWh
2FpN7MmQF/growing-up-digital

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/Need-advice/Online-gr
ooming/ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/live-streaming-res
ponding-to-the-risks/

https://resourced.prometheanworld.com/online-safety-make-live-s
treaming-safer/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/38992576?collection=growi
ng-up-digital 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/teachers-and-sch
ool-staff/social-media-checklists 
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Academy 
Charity Work

DECEMBER 2017

During the first week in December the Academy launched its charity action for Years 7 to 10 and their selected charity. Each year 
group having chosen a charity pushed supporting one another for donations however little through the course of the day and week. 

Our students continued their fundraising efforts in the Spring Term with further activities and encouragement of one another.  Donations 
to the food bank were well received again and fund raising efforts increased significantly. Totals raised in the Spring term for individual 
year group charities were:

Cystic Fibrosis - £130.09

Cancer Research UK - £187.02

Save the Children - £25.80

The Academy would like to thank all our students and their families for their generous donations to our year group chosen charities. 
From form time football and the loose change challenge, to bake sales, our big spring clean and the generous food donations for the 
food bank in Ossett. Our current running total is just over £4,500 raised for charity so far this year! 
An amazing effort for very worthy causes – thank you for your continued support with our fundraising efforts. Let’s hope we can raise 
even more in our Summer term!

Tuesday 5th Dec 
Year 10 launched their charity in 
assembly, having chosen the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust. For further information on 
the year group charity please see the link 
www.cysticfibrosis.org.uk. The total raised 
for the charity was £81.07!! 

5th

DECEMBER Wednesday 6th Dec 
Year 9 launched their charity in assembly 
having chosen Cancer Research UK. For 
further information on the year group charity 
please see the link 
www.cancerresearchuk.org. The total raised 
for the charity was £89.36!! 

6th

DECEMBER

Thursday 7th Dec 
Year 8 launched their charity in assembly 
having chosen the Resource Aid Centre 
based at Christ Church South Ossett. For 
further information on the year group charity 
please see the link 
www.christchurchsouthossett.co.uk/parish-cen
tre/resource-aid-centre-food-bank. The large 
selection of food donations can be seen in 
the photos below, where our student 
representatives helped deliver the donations 
to the food bank.   

7th

DECEMBER Friday 8th Dec 
Year 7 launched their charity in assembly 
having chosen Save the Children. Their chosen 
charity even gave our students a shout out on 
social media for their kind gesture saying “Oh 
wow, we’re honoured!” For further information 
on the year group charity please see the link 
www.savethechildren.org.uk. The total raised 
for the charity was £159.64!! 
The Academy would like to thank both 
students, parents and carers for their generous 
donations throughout the course of the week 
and beyond. A great start to our fundraising for 
the year. 

8th

DECEMBER

 

Page 32 - Easter Holidays first then Summer Term Starts

Many thanks, 

MARCH 2018
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Our Year 11’s our well on their way with preparations 
for their GCSE Food practical exams. Here are a 
small selection of amazing three course meals 
prepared during the recent mock exam. The outcomes 
look positively scrumptious, all made by hand - pasta, 
cakes, soups, jam, ice cream, pastry, custard, sauces, 
and decorations!

The presentation skills on show are worthy of 
Masterchef!

Our students put in so much effort and worked so hard 
during the exam, and made sure they cleaned up 
afterwards!

The students did really well and the mock has given 
them a good idea of how the actual exam day will 
work.

MOCK EXAMSYear 11
GCSE Food

AMBER JONES

JORDAN NESTER

ELLIOTT ROBINSON
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The annual Ossett Academy Music Showcase took place on 
Wednesday 28 March. A packed out Kendall Hall 
welcomed parents/carers, friends, relatives, Governors and 
staff to listen to a range of musical and vocal performances. 
Students from years 7 through to 11 and Sixth Form 
contributed to a successful and entertaining evening with 
amazing passion and skill; showing off their talent with pride. 

The comedy presenting duo of Mr Delaney and Mr 
Littlewood were the surprise of the evening giving the 
audience a few laughs along the way with their wit and flair 
for comparing! 

At the start, end and during the interval two of our Diana 
Award Social Action Project group who have collectively 
chosen to raise awareness for “Young Carers” came up with 
the idea to busk and raise funds for their chosen charity linking 
to their work around young carers. The group intend to raise 
awareness through several different projects over the coming 
months including but not limited to a student survey and a 
charity event. 

28 MARCH 2018

Thank you for all the donations received at the event; our buskers Ellie and Madeline raised a terrific total of £118.36 which 
will be split between Barnados and the Academy’s new student well-being space - #Letstalkzone.  

 

 
 

OSSETT ACADEMY 
MUSIC SHOWCASE  

2018 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Programme design by Luca Lloyd, Year 7 
 

Good evening everybody, it is my pleasure to welcome you on 
what promises to be a varied showcase of the musical talent we 
have here at Ossett Academy & Sixth Form College. This will be 
my sixth Music Showcase here and I am never failed to be 
impressed and inspired by the dedication of the students at 
Ossett, not only to their academic studies but also to their 
instruments and the       extra-curricular clubs and events we run. 
Tonight you will hear performances from all our extra-curricular 
music groups as well as a number of solo items and, of course, 
our annual ‘Battle of the Bands’.  
It is always with a mixture of emotions at this time of year that we 
say goodbye to those students in Year 11&13 who are moving on 
to new pastures, we will be sad to lose them but we are also 
proud and pleased for them and we wish them all the best in the 
future – keep making music!  
Tonight would not be possible without the e�orts of a number of 
di�erent colleagues including Allison, Hollie-Jo and the admin 
team, Miss Spalding & Mr Edwards who have made the ‘Sonic 
Winds’ performance possible, the Finance team for organising 
ticket sales, our great friend Anne Henshaw who has joined us 
this evening as well as sta� performers Charles Duval and Mr 
Hanson, the Premises team for all their hard work preparing the 
hall and all the sta� who have helped out ‘Front of House’ – we 
couldn’t do it without you. 
My final thank you is on behalf of tonight’s performers and it 
goes to you, our audience, the family and friends whose 
encouragement and support is so important in giving our 
students the opportunities to develop their musical skills. I have 
always been a big believer in the power of music and it is events 
like this that will no doubt form some happy memories in years to 
come when the students reflect on their time at Ossett Academy. 
 
All that’s le� to say is enjoy the show! 

 
 

Music 
Showcase
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A Day in 
the life of...

My name is Mr Green and I am the Employment & Progression Manager 
at Ossett Academy and across the Accord Multi Academy Trust. I lead on 
delivering careers information, advice and guidance to students across all 
year groups at the academy; but focus a lot of my time on Key Stage 4 
and 5.

So what do I do on a daily basis? 
A lot of my time is spent working on a one to one basis supporting students to 

research careers and their  Post 16 and 18 progression opportunities, whether that be staying 
at Sixth Form, going to college, completing an apprenticeship or supporting sixth formers with 
university applications. I also work with key students across the academy, such as SEN students to 
support them with their transition plans, whatever they may be. 

I organise many careers related events and trips, including:
University talks and trips
Employer talks and assemblies
The whole school Careers Convention, which takes place in the autumn term each year where all 
year groups attend
Year 10 Mock Interview Day 
Year 11 Post 16 UCAS Progress Application assemblies and support sessions
Year 11 and Year 13 Apprenticeship workshops
Year 12 UCAS Fair
Higher Education Evening

Another part of my role is working with our students who complete an Alternative Curriculum program 
alongside their GCSEs. I work with the students and the relevant training providers to enable selected 
students to access vocational related provision in line with their career aspirations.

I also lead our links with the Leeds City Region Local Enterprise Partnership and we will be soon 
announcing our new international enterprise partner who will be working closely with the academy to 
support enterprise visits, support curriculum developments and hopefully future apprenticeship 
opportunities and work tasters for our students. This is an exciting time for the academy to work with a 
reputable local employer with international links. Watch this space!!

M
R G

REEN
C

O
N

TA
C

T

If you ever need to contact me regarding careers, please don't hesitate to do so. 
My email is dgreen@ossettacademy.co.uk

MR GREEN
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EDUCATIONALVISITS
LE CORBIER, FRANCE

Mixed year groups of our students ‘Maximised their Success’ on the ski slopes 
of Le Corbier, France

As a relatively new member of staff in the Admin Team, I was delighted to be invited to accompany 
students and staff on the academy’s annual Ski Visit in January 2018.  Oh boy, did they make me feel 
welcome…. 

What a delight it was to spend a week on the ski slopes with the students who I rarely get to see on a 
day to day basis. They exceeded expectations and absolutely achieved their personal best.  Well done! 
The staff were absolutely fantastic too – thank you.

Many of the students had never put a pair of ski’s or ski boots on before, but yet on the last day of the visit 
we were skiing together down red runs and across the Seybelles Valley – I was blown away…..

I enjoyed some very special and memorable moments spending time with the students on and off the ski 
slopes, and of course a visit to the slopes rarely comes without an injury/incident! An award for bravery 
must go to a year 10 pupil whom I spent hours and hours with in the local hospital being treated following 
a badly aimed snowball!

My congratulations go out to all of the students’ whose behaviour and respect was impeccable from the 
moment we left the academy to returning a week later.  On behalf of the students I felt proud and 
honoured to receive such positive comments from the coach driver transporting us to/from the airport, 
airport ground staff, cabin crew, hotel staff and guests, ski instructors, to name but a few! 

Mrs J Graham, 
Administration Assistant
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LE CORBIER 2018

Day 1: Arrival at France

Came to school at 2:15am

Set off to Robin Hood Airport 

Flew to France!

When we got there all boots were 
fitted and skis/ poles/ helmets 
were given out

7 o’clock food time!

8 o’clock town trail to get us used 
to our surroundings.

DAY 2

Day 2: first day skiing

Breakfast

Full day skiing with a break for 
lunch

Dinner

Night time – BOWLING!!!

DAY 3

Day 3: second day skiing 

Breakfast

Another full day skiing with break 
for lunch

Straight from the slopes – crepes 
and hot chocolate!

Dinner

Then chill in the social area

DAY 4

Day 4: third day skiing 

Breakfast

Full day skiing with break for lunch 

Got ready
  
Out for pizza 

Visited an amusement park

DAY 5

Day 5: fourth day skiing 

Breakfast

Heavy snow so skied low- races 
and games.

Later in the afternoon went back 
out skiing for a couple of hours

At night – bumboarding and 
snowball fight!!

DAY 6

Day 6: last full day :(

Breakfast

Full day skiing without coming 
back to the hotel for lunch (lunch 
was on the mountains)

Skiing award night – presented by 
our ski instructors

Night skiing / show

Quiz back at the hotel - silly 
awards were given out

DAY 7

Day 7: going home :(

Got on the coach at 4:30am

Ate our packed breakfast the hotel provided for us in the coach

Got on the plane 11ish

Landed about 1:30pm

Drove back to school

STUDENT DIARY

DAY 1

Written by Year 10 students
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In February 2018 the Photography department took 48 students to York for a Photography excursion. The 
excursion involved a morning session at the National Railway Museum to photograph some historic steam 
engines and Tim Peak’s spaceship. 

Following this the students then spent some time photographing the historic streets of York culminating in a 
visit to the Minster to photograph some of the cathedral’s historic architecture. 

EDUCATIONALVISITS
YORK PHOTOGRAPHY

Photo By
Hannah Smith

Photo’s By
Ebony Ward
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A week of activity in the academy

During the week commencing 5th March academy 
students all participated in a range of different 
activities to raise awareness of International Wom-
en’s Day that took place on the 8th March. 
International Women’s Day celebrates the social, 
economic, cultural and political achievements of 
women across the world. The day also marks a call 
to action for accelerating gender parity with this 
year’s theme being ‘press for progress’.
Throughout the week students were invited to 
participate in a range of different activities to help 
them consider the role of women in society, these 
activities included:

Attending special assemblies delivered by both 
male and female colleagues that focused upon 
everyday sexism and how we can work towards 
gender parity.

An opportunity to learn about some of the most 
influential women in the world and consider how 
they shaped their area of work. Displays of these 
women were around the academy and on the 
9th March students were invited to consider 
some of these women in more depth at the 
beginning of each lesson.

An opportunity to meet with local women who 
have gone on to be incredibly successful in their 
chosen careers. During these sessions students 
were able to ask questions of the panel to help 
them better understand their careers and the 
obstacles they have faced to become successful. 
These included, Elaine Yendal a local micro 
brewer, Jane Moore a chemist, Mrs Rodgers a 
public speaker trainer, Janine Smith a Bio 
medical Scientist and Head of Department at 
Seacroft Hospital.

When we spoke to students who participated in the 
activities it was clear that they had gained a 
greater insight into how women can shape and 
influence the world we live in. After speaking to 
students who attended our first panel of 
professional local women our students said:

“I learnt that I didn't have to do things in the same 
way as others. I learnt to have confidence within 

myself and ignore what others think."
 (Anna)

"It was interesting to find out about how one of the 
women moved on after being made redundant and 

overcoming several challenges."
 (Tyler)

"Makes me determined to go for anything" (Lorna, 
Ella & Alice)

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
‘PRESS FOR PROGRESS’
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YEAR 10 
MOCK INTERVIEW DAY

On Tuesday 20th March the whole of year 10 attended individual mock interviews to help prepare 
them for next year, when they will be applying for sixth form, college or apprenticeships. In the build 
up to the event all students completed mock application forms, which the interviewers were able to 
assess and provide invaluable feedback on. Students were all then individually interviewed by a 
range of different employers and local members of the community.  All the interviewers were really 
impressed with the calibre of students and many said they would have employed them there and 
then…..if they were old enough!! Well done year 10!!

What are you doing to improve your 
weaker subjects?

What are your career aspirations - and 
how will you get there?

What skills do you feel you 
could bring to a team?
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CAN YOU JUDGE A BOOK 
BY ITS COVER?

WRITTEN BY WILLIAM HORDER Y8 AND OSCAR PICKARD Y7

EOCT Riveting Reads Book Awards

The short-listing event for the EOCT Riveting Reads 
Book Awards has taken place at Ossett Academy. 
The event attracted 11 schools from the Ossett and 
Horbury area, including South Parade Primary 
School, Southdale Primary School and Towngate 
Primary Academy. It was held in Ossett’s very own 
LRC! The event’s focus was simple: find the top five 
books! 

Out of over 200 riveting titles, the goal was to 
shorten that number to 5. Every school attending 
brought their five favourite books to the event, and 
then these books were voted on, to reach the five 
shortlisted books.

During the event, books were judged by their covers 
(for one time only!), blurbs and their opening few 
pages. All the students attending were mixed up into 
5 different groups, and each table produced a single 
one of the winning books. The 5 authors will then be 
invited to the awards ceremony in June, where one of 
them will be crowned the winner. 

Out of these 200 books, the shortlisted were The 
World of Norm; Must End Soon, The Unlikely Time 
Traveller, The Big Fat Totally Bonkers Diary of Pig, The 
Last Kids on Earth and The Zombie Parade, and 
finally, Jake Atlas and the Tomb of the Emerald 
Snake. 

The intense moment when all those books were 
revealed as the winners was mind-blowing. All of 
these books are heartily recommended by the book 
club, as they are gripping reads that will hold you in 
place for hours!
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Ossett Academy celebrated the prowess, leadership and 
resilience of our students at the annual Academy Sports 
Showcase and Awards evening on 15 February 2018. 
This event celebrates the importance of sport and the 
power to inspire. 

We are proud of students' achievements through their 
dedication and desire to improve their sporting ability. 
We celebrated this through a number of awards on the 
evening presented by ex-student James Batchelor, a 
player for Wakefield Trinity RFL and their head coach 
Chris Chester. We would like to thank both James and 
Chris for their time in attending the evening and for their 
inspiring presentation on the night. 

The most prestigious award of the evening is the Sports 
Personality of the Year. There were three nominees from 
Year 11; Robyn Grant Marsh, Tommy Wood and Miles 
Sizer. Each entered the stage to showcase an insightful 
presentation which reflected on their journey through 
sport, with Miles snapping up the award. 

The show also starred a fun filled gymnastics 
performance choreographed by Miss Brooke and a 
majestic dance performance consisting of 61 students 
led by Mrs Firth.

OSSETT ACADEMY
SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENING 2018
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ACRO GYMNASTICS COMPETITION
The Academy are thrilled to congratulate our students in Years 10 and 11 following excellent results in an Acro 
Gymnastics competition in Las Vegas!!

Libby from Year 10 won bronze at the Vegas Acro Cup in the Grade 7 Women’s Group, (Acro Gymnastics) along 
with Beth from Year 11.

They also won the team trophy for the Grade 7 Women’s Groups. Overall Wakefield Gym Club won Gold, Silver 
and Bronze.

Amazing effort and achievement by all. 

SPORTINGSUCCESS:
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SPORTINGSUCCESS:

WAKEFIELD 10K - 
ACCORD TEAM 
On Sunday 25 April; Ossett Academy employees 
participated in an Accord Multi Academy Trust Team 
competing in the Wakefield 10k for Wakefield Hospice. 
The team consisted of 10 employees from Ossett, 4 
employees from Horbruy Primary Academy and 5 
employees from Horbury Academy. The weather was 
extremely kind to the event, the sun was shining and the 
crowds turned out to support all those running.

Ossett employees have been training on a weekly basis 
every Wednesday after school to build up to the event. 
The team spirit was evident on the day and we intend to 
continue our weekly training and enter other team events 
in the future. Our next aim is the Leeds 10k and the 
Wakefield Race4Life. So watch this space.

At the time of printing the team have raised £1,062 for 
Wakefield Hospice. A huge well done to all involved 
and massive thanks to those who were able to support 
us. 

THE OSSETT VOICE:  SPRING 201826



SPORTING
FIXTURES
ROUND UP

The Year 9 boys rugby team gave an exceptional performance in the Yorkshire Plate against Manor Croft on 25 
January 2018. The lads were an absolute credit to the academy, battling hard to a 16-0 victory! The conditions were 
extremely muddy and wet making it difficult to keep hold of the ball, but they handled the conditions brilliantly.

Superb effort by all the team. 

Unfortunately in the next round, the lads lost 20-6 to Malet Lambert School on Friday 9 March so sadly that it is the 
end of the Yr9 Rugby cup run!
The lads were brilliant and didn't deserve to lose but a few errors cost us.

YR11 JORDAN HELLIWELL 

YR9 RUGBY - YORKSHIRE PLATE

The academy would like to congratulate Jordan who 
has signed a two year scholarship contract with 
Barnsley Football Club. Jordan's achievement follows 
years of commitment to his sport, and is a testament 
to his dedication and discipline. Well done Jordan - 
we wish you all the best in your sporting career!

YR8 FOOTBALL

The academy Year 8 Football team are through to 
the League Final which will be played on Tuesday 
27th March..... hopefully we will bring back some 
silverware! Watch this space for the result!!
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YEAR 11 STUDY CLUBS

CLUBS AND ENRICHMENT

At Ossett Academy, we offer a wide range of extra curricular activities for all students across Key Stages 3 and 4. 
Activities take place after school (approximately 2.45 – 4pm). Activities are available across most subject areas; 
from sporting opportunities, to Performing Arts, and ICT clubs. There is something for everyone to get involved in.

These will run at the end of the academy day and will be an opportunity for Year 11 students to revise with a teacher 
on key topics they are finding difficult. Students need to come prepared with questions and topics they want support 
with. These will allow students to support their own independent revision. These are open to all Year 11 students. 
Study clubs run from 2:45-3:45pm unless stated.

TUESDAY

Maths Study Club

Drama 2.45-4.15

Music Composition/Performance intervention 
(individual appointments)

Business

Art

Photography

History 2:45-4:45pm

Homework Club in the Orchard 2:45 – 3:45 
(all students welcome)

WEDNESDAY

Music – Composition/Performance intervention 
(individual appointments)

FRIDAY

Maths Cloud 9 club

Double Science club

Geography

THURSDAY

English – 9 or Never Club, Drop in Intervention

Drama 2.45-4.15

Health and Social Care

Product Design

Textiles

Food Technology

History 2:45-4:45pm

Geography 2:45-4:45pm

Homework Club in the Orchard 2:45 – 3:45 (all 
students welcome)
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OTHER EXTRA 
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Swim Squad (Boys & Girls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45, SBR

Visual Arts KS4 Intervention – Yr11 – A2 & A5, 2.45 – 3.45

Art KS4 Intervention – Yr11 – A1, 2.45 – 3.45

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention – KS3 – A3, 2.45 – 3.45

WEDNESDAY

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention – A3, 2.45-3.45

Design & Technology Intervention – Yr11 – T5, 2.45-3.45

Food Technology Intervention – Yr11 – T3, 2.45-3.45

Ukulele Group – MU1, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

Music Theory – Prac1, 2.45 – 3.45 (Music Dept)

Yr7 Boys’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr9 Boys’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr10 Boys’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr11 Boys’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ netball – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

THURSDAY

Animation Club – A4, 2.45 – 3.45

Design & Technology Intervention – Yr11 – T5, 2.45 – 3.45

Food Technology Intervention – Yr11 – T3, 2.45 – 3.45

Orchestra – MU1, 2.45 – 4.15 (Music Dept)

Yr8 Boys’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr9 Boys’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr10 Boys’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr11 Boys’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Boys’ Fitness Suite – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Dance – Rock Challenge – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Homework Club – The Orchard, 2.45 – 3.45

FRIDAY

Art KS4 Intervention – Yr11 – A1, 2.45-3.45

Visual Arts KS4 Intervention – Yr11 – A2 & A5, 2.45 – 3.45

Art GCSE Intervention – A4, 2.45 – 3.45

KS3 Cooking Club – T4, 2.45-3.45

Team Guitar – MU2, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

GCSE Intervention – MU1, 2.45 – 3.45 (Music Dept)

Creative Writing Club – E4, 2.50 – 3.50 (English Dept)

Film Club – E13, 2.50 – 4.00 (English Dept) – Permission Slip

Boys’ Hockey – Yr12 & 13Slazenger’s Hockey Club, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Hockey (from Jan 2018) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Trampolining – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Fitness Suite – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Girls’ Elite Gym – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr7 Boys’ Rugby – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Yr8 Boys’ Football – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Boys’ Hockey – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Homework Club – The Orchard, 2.45 – 3.45

PE CLUBS ADDITIONAL INFO

Clubs run from 2.45-3.45pm.

Students are required to meet at the changing rooms.

Students are responsible for checking notices as clubs are 
subject to change due to additional staff or whole school 
commitments.

School sports fixtures: Students are provided with the location 
of the school and pick up times. This information will be 
displayed on team sheets.
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Our students continued their fundraising efforts in the Spring Term with further activities and encouragement of one another.  Donations 
to the food bank were well received again and fund raising efforts increased significantly. Totals raised in the Spring term for individual 
year group charities were:

Cystic Fibrosis - £130.09

Cancer Research UK - £187.02

Save the Children - £25.80

The Academy would like to thank all our students and their families for their generous donations to our year group chosen charities. 
From form time football and the loose change challenge, to bake sales, our big spring clean and the generous food donations for the 
food bank in Ossett. Our current running total is just over £4,500 raised for charity so far this year! 
An amazing effort for very worthy causes – thank you for your continued support with our fundraising efforts. Let’s hope we can raise 
even more in our Summer term!

KEY CONTACTS

Safeguarding

Designated Safeguarding Lead

growe@ossettacademy.co.uk

Transition (Year 6)

transition@ossettacademy.co.uk

Learning Leader - Keiran Buckley

Achievement Officer - Rachel Walker

y10enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Head of Years 12 & 13 – Richard Spink

rspink@ossettacademy.co.uk

Learning Leader – James Kirkpatrick

Achievement Officer –  Julie Dexter

y11enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk 

Learning Leader - Adam Watkin

Achievement Officer - Sheena Morris

y7enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Learning Leader - Jonathan Usherwood

Achievement Officer - Leighanne Hartley

y9enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Associate Learning Leader - Sarah Pollin

y8enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk 

Year 12 & 13

Year 11

Year 10

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Safeguarding

Transition
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PARENT MOBILE APP
MyEd is Ossett Academy’s Mobile App allowing parents immediate access to up to date information regarding 
their child. By following the simple set up instructions parents can view data on attendance, behaviour, key 
academy dates and news.

We will also use the App to communicate messages and reminders to parents regarding such things as Parents 
Evenings and Inset Days.

To access MyEd on Android or iPhone/iPad, please download it onto your smartphone.

Summer Term starts
Monday 16 April 2018

Easter Holidays
March 30 - April 15

May Day Bank Holiday
Monday 7 May

Half-Term
May 28 – June 3

Summer Break
Friday 20 July @ 12:15 pm

October Half Term
October 29 - November 2

Christmas Break 2018
Thursday 20 December at 12.15pm. 

Inset Day
September 3

Inset Day
February 15 2019

Half Term Break
February 18 - February 22
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www.ossettacademy.co.uk

OSSETT ACADEMY

Storrs Hill Rd

Ossett,West Yorkshire

WF5 0DG

01924 232820

enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk




