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A MESSAGE
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Hello and welcome to our Spring term edition of Ossett Voice. 

This publication gives me great pleasure as it allows time to reflect on the highlights of the term gone by, of 
which there are always many! As you will soon see, this edition is once again bursting at the seams with the 
achievements, celebrations and events that have taken place since our last edition, only a few months ago. 

Besides what you’ll go on to read, the Spring term has seen many preparations for our Year 11 students in 
advance of their summer examinations, including the recent Pre-Public Exam series, and it’s been rounded off 
nicely this week, with the recognition of some worthy students, during Positive Recognition Week. Moving 
forward to the summer term, we hope to recognise even more students as they continue to meet the high 
‘standards for success’ both in lessons and around the academy.  

In a recent student voice, our students commented on how supportive staff were and how they felt the 
academy offered them lots of opportunities. For this I am filled with pride and a need to say a big thank 
you to all colleagues for their continued hard work and dedication.

Now, before I guide you through some of the amazing things that have happened in the academy this 
term, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank parents, carers and governors for your continued support. 
On behalf of everyone here at the academy, we look forward to working with you across the course of 
the summer term.

Have a wonderful Easter.

Mrs Broome
Principal
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PARENT  SECTION

In March, our Accord Multi 
Academy Trust joined forces with The 
Red Box Project, during the week of 
International Women’s Day, to help 
to tackle period poverty.

Along with other academies in our 
Trust, we received our red box full of 
sanitary products which are readily 
available to students, through 
Student Services.

A recent study conducted by Plan 
International UK among 14-21 year 
old girls and young women found 
that one in ten have been unable to 
afford sanitary protection, 49% have 
missed an entire day of school 
because of their period, with almost 
one third (32%) having missed more 
than one day.

Our Principal, Mrs Broome, spoke 
on behalf of Accord Multi Academy 
Trust; “We collectively and 
strongly believe that period 
poverty is not acceptable in 
Britain today. It is our view that 
access to sanitary products for 
our students is a right and an 
investment in their future, and 
therefore our futures.”

The Red Box Project’s Louise Brown 
added“Whether it’s period 
poverty, not being able to ask at 
home, or just being caught 
short, we want to have students’ 
backs and let them keep their 
dignity which is why we are 
thrilled to be working with local 
schools.”

People wishing to donate to The Red 
Box Project Wakefield South can do 
so at the following donation points:

• Spring Café, Barnsley Road, 
Sandal

• ASDA, Asdale Road, Wakefield

• Gate 11 (floor b) Pinderfields 
Hospital

• West Wakefield Methodist Church 
(first Saturday of the month)

• Slimming World groups at 
Alverthorpe WMC

• English Martyrs Catholic Church, 
Dewsbury Road

• Horbury Library

For more information visit 
www.redboxproject.org 

Among 14-21 year old girls 
and young women found that 
one in ten have been unable 
to afford sanitary protection.

49% have missed an entire 
day of school because of 

their period, with almost one 
third (32%) having missed 

more than one day.

49%

Tackling period poverty
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On February 5th, we celebrated national Safer Internet Day with a series of assemblies and activities to educate students 
about online safety and how to use technology responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively. Here are some top tips to 
help you and your loved ones to stay safe online: 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Don’t post any personal information 
online – like your address, email 
address or mobile number.

Keep your privacy settings as high as 
possible.

Never give out your passwords

Don’t befriend people you don’t know

Think carefully before posting pictures or 
videos of yourself.  Once you’ve put  a 
picture of yourself online most people 
can see it and may be able to down-
load it, it’s not just yours anymore.

Don’t meet up with people you’ve met 
online. Speak to your parent or carer 
about people suggesting you do.

For more information and advice, visit www.saferinternet.org.uk.  

Think carefully about what you say before 
you post something online.

Respect other people’s views, even if you 
don’t agree with someone else’s views 
doesn’t mean you need to be rude.

If you see something online that makes you 
feel uncomfortable, unsafe or worried, 
leave the website, turn off your computer if 
you want to and tell a trusted adult 
immediately.

Remember that not everyone online is 
who they say they are.
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Mrs Gaskell and Miss Hemingway are in the early 
stages of setting up Stand Proud, a new student Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT+) support group, 
with a student steering group who are leading with 
what support and provision students would like to see 
across the academy. To join the group, or to find out 
more, visit the Let’s Talk Zone.

Stand Proud
Looking to the future, wondering which path to 
choose and how to get there?

Then our Careers Advisor, Mr Green, can help!  

Year 11 students can drop by the LRC on a 
Monday, between 2.45pm and 3.45pm for 
information, advice, and guidance including; 
researching apprenticeships and further 
education establishments, tips on CV writing and 
applications and much more! One to one 
appointments are also available to book via the 
admin office. Please note that parents and carers 
are able attend students’ careers appointments 
upon request.
 
All other year groups can visit the admin office 
to make an appointment to see Mr Green.

Careers Advice

Early this year we received the exciting news that 
some of Miss Snape’s English students had won 
The Young Writers Competition, after writing 
dramatic sagas in just 100 words, as part of a 
unit on creative writing.

Our winners, who have subsequently had their 
work published in a short story anthology, called 
Stranger Sagas - Yorkshire Tales, are; Martha 
Cottington, Lewis Whiting, Abbey Smales, Jobe 
Newbatt and Evie Sharples! We’ve got a copy 
of the publication in our LRC should anyone wish 
to take a look!

Miss Snape’s 
budding writers!

Mrs Gaskell has been running workshops on resilience, 
exam stress and anxiety to support Year 11 students in 
advance of their exams. 

If you’re in Year 11 and feel you would benefit from 
attending, please speak to Mrs Richardson or Mrs 
Gaskell….and don’t forget to check out our revision 
strategies video for helpful hints and tips at 
www.ossettacademy.co.uk/exams.

Exam Support

Student Section

It’s reported that one in ten young men have a mental 
health condition. With this in mind, our Let’s Talk Zone 
are introducing Head Space - a new support group for 
male students, driven by its student steering group. 
Head Space will represent an opportunity for male 
students to take time out to improve their mental 
well-being. For more information, keep an eye out for 
posters around school, or visit the Let’s Talk Zone. 

Head Space
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My trip to the 
Houses of Parliament

Student Story

I took a trip to the Houses of Parliament at the 
end of March to meet with MP Paula Sheri�. 
Here’s my diary entry of the day!
 
On Tuesday 19th March, I went to the Houses of 
Parliament to see Paula Sheri� to discuss the 
matter of mental health.

After a 2.5 hour train ride my legs were dead 
and we had to rush to the hotel to drop our bags and find our 
way to Parliament! Then I had to queue and my 
legs were shaking whilst waiting to see Paula 
Sheri� – the MP for Dewsbury.

I met Paula and we spoke for a while and then 
had a tour of Parliament, both the part where 
visitors can go and the bit where general visitors 
aren’t allowed. Whilst there, we watched a debate 
about Brexit and it was amazing! 

I went to London because of my involvement in 
the Take 10 support group, helping people with 
mental health and being young carers. I am 
really grateful for their support and I volunteer 
in this group to support others. 

Both me and my Mum are really thankful to 
Paula for inviting us down to London and for the 
experience. I asked Paula if she would support our school during 
Mental Health Awareness week in May and she agreed! 

By Charlie

07THE OSSETT VOICE:  SPRING 2019



Last month, eight of our Year 12 students 
successfully completed NHS Ward 
Befriender Scheme training to become 
voluntary befrienders, enabling them to 
work on wards at Pinderfields and 
Dewsbury Hospital. 
 
To get to that point, students had to 
complete modules on health and safety, 
infection control, safeguarding, e�ective 
communication, fire safety and dementia.  

They’re now dedicating a minimum of four 
hours per week, for at least six months, to 
work alongside hospital sta�, visiting 
patients who are lonely, isolated and 
vulnerable due to extended periods of time 
on wards or infrequent visits from friends 
and family. 

An NHS Ward Befriender
A Day In the Life Of:

Befrienders’ duties include sitting and talking 
to patients, playing games, helping them to 
express any worries or concerns they may 
have, and helping to make hot drinks and 
serve meals. 

Whilst developing their experience, skills 
and confidence, students’ visits are also 
expected to help enhance and enrich patient 
care by improving patients’ emotional health 
and well-being. 

We’re proud of you all for your dedication to 
such an invaluable scheme.
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E V E N T S  &  A C H I E V E M E N T

Speaking of the week’s events, our 
Head Girl, Emma, said “It’s important 
for students at Ossett Academy to 
understand what life is like after 
school – being a woman in the real 
world. Gina showed me that even if 
how you acted at school wasn’t the 
best, you can turn your life around 
and become a successful business 
woman. She has inspired me to 
always try hard and have a positive 
mindset, even when times are tough.”

Here are some photos of the week, 
starting with MP Mary Creagh, 
together with our own inspirational 
woman – the first female Principal of 
our school, Mrs Broome!

We had a wonderfully busy week, 
packed full of very inspiring women 
during the first week of March, in 
honour of International Women’s Day.

Our special guests included a lawyer, 
a project manager, the youngest 
female magistrate, a transgender 
advocate, a construction company 
owner, a Senior Matron, an owner of 
a chain of hair salons, and a Senior 
Sourcing Analyst, among many 
others!! 

Each told us about their career paths 
and personal experiences and 
allowed our students to delve deep 
and ask lots of questions! We’re very 
grateful to you all for taking the time 
to visit us!

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

YOUNG CARERS AWARENESS DAY 

National statistics show that one in five secondary school students care for a family member, which can be lonely and 
stressful, and lead to mental health problems. 

For this reason, we celebrated Young Carers Awareness Day on January 31st to raise awareness of young carers and the 
support available to them. 

For more information, visit www.carers.org.
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DRESSED TO IMPRESS

We had lots of fun on March 7th, dressing our doors in the 
design of our favourite books, in honour of World Book 
Day! A great effort was made by all but a special mention 
must go to the winners of our favourite designs, who each 
received a prize for their efforts!

Joint first place was awarded to; Alice in Wonderland (The 
Orchard), The Cat in the Hat (Art 4) and The Jungle Book 
(H2)!

Joint runners up were named as; The Dictionary (8LDU), The 
Wizard of Oz (A3), Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (E6), 
Harry Potter (9NGe), The Great Gatsby (H7) and The Jungle 
Book (E15)! 

We also celebrated our love of books with a variety of 
activities in the LRC for Year 7 and by stopping the clocks for 
the whole academy to read for 20 minutes!

Early this term, Mrs Pickersgill and Mrs Burnett hosted a shortlisting event in 
our LRC, for which our Education Ossett Community Trust (EOCT) primary 
schools came together to select their five favourite Riveting Reads! 

After a morning of careful deliberation, the following authors were 
shortlisted; Liz Pichon, Greg James, Chris Smith, Tom McLaughlin, Alan Gratz 
and Abi Elphinstone. 

EOCT book clubs have since been reading each book again (and again!) to 
decide which is their overall winner - to be announced at a special awards 
ceremony in June…. so keep your eyes peeled!

EDUCATION OSSETT’S RIVETING READS!
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YEAR 8’S OPTIONS FAIR

ONE TASTY WEEK!

We held our annual Options Fair in February, for Year 8 
students and their parents/carers. 

The event, which coincided with Year 8 parents’ evening, was 
a great opportunity to showcase the range of options 
subjects available, as well as some post-16 options. Thank 
you very much to all of our stall holders and visitors who 
made this event a success!

This week has been our Easter Positive Recognition Week, with a 
series of events to recognise success in one of the following 
categories: 

• highest number of gold stars since January – in each year group

• students who have gained an Attitude to Learning of a 1 in at least 
5 subjects

• 100% attendance

• SLT nominations for excellent service to the Ossett Academy 
community

• VIP students nominated by the Pastoral Year Leaders

• students from each year group who have borrowed the highest 
number of books from the LRC since September

• highest number of intervention sessions attended by Year 11 
students 

• ...plus subject positive recognition postcards will also be sent out 
for each subject area.

Well done to everyone who was recognised throughout this week! 
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SPORTS AWARDS

NETBALL ON TOUR
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SPORTINGSUCCESS
ROUND UP

Last month, we hosted our annual 
Sports Awards evening, celebrating 
the sporting success of 100 of our 
talented students!

The evening included two 
outstanding performances - from Mrs 
Henry's elite gymnastics team, and 
Mrs Firth’s dance squad. We were 
also lucky enough to have sporting 
legend, Danny Kirmond of 
Wakefield Trinity RLFC, as our guest 
speaker!

Finaly Moody, Emily Burton and 
Beth Birkenshaw were nominated for 
the Sports Personality of the Year 
Award, each producing an 
inspirational promotional video 
which illustrated their success stories.

They were all worthy winners, with 
Finlay Moody taking the title of this 
prestigious award.   

Last month, 16 of our Year 8 girls 
visited Boreatton Park in Shrewsbury 
for a weekend of netball and 
outdoor adventurous activities, along 
with students from Horbury 
Academy.

MAKING A SPLASH

A talented team of swimmers from 
across all year groups visited Leeds 
Grammar School in March for the 
Leeds & District Swimming Gala. 
Our team showed real stamina and 
technique in their relay races and 
finished a very impressive 4th  place! 
Well done everyone!

When they weren’t playing netball, 
students were taking part in all sorts 
of activities, including the giant 
swing, zip line, quad biking, climbing 
wall and trapeze...to name a few!

The tournament saw us competing 
against schools from all over the UK, 
and our skill and determination 
resulted in a bronze medal for us, as 
well as the Horbury team!

A very proud Mrs Duke said:
 
“They made our school proud as 
they all put everything into the 
entire weekend - stepping out of 
their comfort zone, overcoming 
some huge fears and 
conquering some life changing 
challenges.” 

STUDYCLUBS

MATHS, ENGLISH & SCIENCE

OTHER SUBJECTS

DAY SUBJECT TIME ROOM STAFF

DAY SUBJECT TIME ROOM STAFF

Tuesday

Wednesday

Monday - Fr iday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Science

Drama

Music

Tuesday Computer Science

Tuesday

Tuesday

Photography

Ar t

English

Maths

2:45 - 3:45

2:45 - 3:45

2:45 - 3:45

12:15 - 12:45

2:45 - 3:45

2:45 - 3:45

2:45 - 3:45

2:45 - 3:45

S1, S2, S10

E2, E4, E8, E13

E1, E2, M16

D1

MU1

A2, A4

A1

IT7

Various

Various

Various

Mrs Fir th

Mr Li t t lewood

Mr Usherwood

Mr Holl ingswor th & Mr Gee

Mrs Fozard

Tuesday Technology 2:45 - 3:45 T6 Mr Claytor

Tuesday I-Media 2:45 - 3:45 IT2 Mr Rhodes

Tuesday Maths P16 Help 2:45 - 3:45 M11 Various

Tuesday Maths Leaders 2:45 - 3:45 M4 Mr Holter

Tuesday P16 English Lan-Drop In 2:45 - 3:45 E14 Various

Tuesday P16 English L i t -Drop In 2:45 - 3:45 E6 Various

Tuesday P16 English L i t -Drop In 2:45 - 3:45 E6 Various

Wednesday Media 2:45 - 3:45 IT2 Mrs Mil l ington

Wednesday Music 2:45 - 3:45 MU2 Mr Delaney

Wednesday Technology 2:45 - 3:45 T5 Mr Chil ton

Wednesday Food Tech 2:45 - 4:00 T1 Ms Dibley

Wednesday Text i les 2:45 - 3:45 T7 Miss Mitha

Thursday Business 2:45 - 3:45 H3 Mr Buckley

Thursday Cit izenship 2:45 - 3:45 H1 Mrs Baines

Thursday I-Media 2:45 - 3:45 IT2 Mr Rhodes

Thursday Cam Nat Suppor t* 2:45 - 3:45 IT9 Mr Car twright

Thursday GCSE PE* 2:45 - 3:45 IT8 Mrs Duke

Thursday Health & Social* 2:45 - 3:45 IT8 Mrs Duke

Thursday Geography* 2:45 - 3:45 H6, H2, H9 Various

Thursday History* 2:45 - 3:45 H5, H7, H8 Various

Thursday Dance 2:45 - 3:45 Gym Mrs Fir th

Thursday Technology 2:45 - 3:45 T5, T6 Mr Chil ton & Mr Claytor

Thursday Ar t 2:45 - 3:45 A3 Mrs Kenna

Thursday Food Tech 2:45 - 4:00 T1 Mrs Dibley

Thursday Maths P16 Help 2:45 - 3:45 M11 Various

Thursday KS3 Homework Help 2:45 - 3:45 M4 Various

Friday Technology 2:45 - 3:45 T6 Mr Claytor

*Invi tat ion Only
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EXTRACURRICUL AR

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Swim Squad (Boys & Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45, SBR

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention – KS3 – A3, 2.45 – 3.45

Homework Club  – IT3/IT4, 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

GarageBand Club – MU2, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

KS3 Cooking Club – T4, 2.45-3.45

KS3 Ar t Club – 2.45 – 3.45 (Ar t Dept)

Team Guitar – MU2, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

Music Theory  – Prac1, 2.45 – 3.45 (Music Dept)

Homework Club – IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Creative Writing Club – LRC / E4, 2.50 – 3.50 (English Dept)

Debate Club (Yr10) – E1, 2.45 – 3.45 (English Dept)

Film Club – E13, 2.50 – 4.00 (English Dept) 

Yr7, 8, 9 & 10 Football (Boys) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Hockey (Boys) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Rugby (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Display Gym Team (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Art & Technology GCSE Intervention – A3, 2.45-3.45 (Ar t & DT Dept)

Homework Club  – IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Book Club – LRC, 3.00 -3.45 (English Dept)

Ukulele Group – MU1, 2.45 – 3.30 (Music Dept)

Yr7, 8, 9 & 10 Rugby (Boys) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Netball (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Fitness Suite (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Orchestra  – MU1, 2.45 – 4.15 (Music Dept)

Yr9 Homework Dropin (Ar t / DT / Tech) – 2.45 – 3.45 (Ar t Dept)

Homework Club – IT3/IT4 – 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)

Fitness Suite (Boys) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Football (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Trampolining (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

Dance (Gir ls) – PE Dept, 2.45 – 3.45

THURSDAY

Homework Club – IT3/IT4, 2.45 – 4.15 (All subjects)
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May Day Bank Holiday
Monday May 6 2019

Easter Holidays
Friday April 5 2019 - 2.45 pm 
– Tuesday April 23 2019 - 8:30 am

Summer Term starts
Tuesday April 23 2019

Half Term
Friday May 24 2019 - 2.45 pm
 – Monday June 3 2019 -  8:30 am

School Closes for Summer Break
Friday July 19 2019 - 12:15 pm

Inset Days
Monday 22 & Tuesday 23 July 2019

KEY CONTACTS

 Year 12 & 13 - Mr Spink - Associate Director of Sixth Form - rspink@ossettacademy.co.uk

 Year 11 - Mrs Richardson- Pastoral Year Leader -  y11enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

 Year 10 - Miss Burland - Pastoral Year Leader - y10enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

 Year 9 - Mr McHugh-Hicks - Pastoral Year Leader - y9enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

 Year 8 - Miss Walker - Pastoral Year Leader - y8enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

 Year 7 - Mr Oginni -  Pastoral Year Leader - y7enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Safeguarding -  Designated Safeguarding Lead - growe@ossettacademy.co.uk

Transition -  Transition (Year 6) - transition@ossettacademy.co.uk
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OSSETT ACADEMY

Storrs Hill Rd

Ossett,West Yorkshire

WF5 0DG

01924 232820

enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

www.ossettacademy.co.uk


