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Welcome,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our final edition of Ossett Voice for this academic year, and what 
a busy year it has been, with students and staff alike working incredibly hard to secure success. This represents 
my first opportunity as Associate Principal to welcome readers and it is one that I am both proud and privileged 
to take on. After reflecting on another very busy year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students 
and staff for their hours of hard work and dedication, some of who are featured in this edition of our magazine. 
It is this ‘can do’ attitude and persistently going ‘above and beyond’ what is expected, that makes Ossett 
Academy such a fantastic place to work and study. I hope our final edition of Ossett Voice for 2017-2018 helps 
to showcase some of the amazing things that have happened in the academy both this term and indeed this 
academic year.

Good bye to year 11 and year 13 – we’re proud of you!
The summer term is always one of our busiest as we focus our attention on preparing students for their final 
examinations. These really are no mean feat and our students undertake hours of revision and exam practice in 
advance of the ‘real thing.’ This term, colleagues within the academy have provided a range of high quality 
personalised support packages for students as part of our Supporting Success Programme. Our support has 
included: masterclasses; pizza and pop nights; tutor pods; period zero sessions for our early bird revisers and 
much, much more. I am in the privileged position of being able to see this work first hand but perhaps the best 
moments come when students walk out of their exams with smiles on their faces sharing their experiences with 
their teachers, knowing that they have done their very best and they are proud of what they have achieved. I am 
incredibly proud of our students and how they show both resilience and relentless focus during a time which is 
undoubtedly one of the most stressful times of their lives to date. Moreover, I am privileged to work with such 
hardworking colleagues, who do whatever it takes to ensure students feel supported during this period of time.  
I am pleased to say that when the exam season does eventually come to a close, we ensure we give our students 
a ‘send off’ they will remember. Our students attend a stand down assembly and a prom celebration where they 
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can make some final memories with their peers and academy staff. These events are the highlight of the year and 
I would like to thank all the staff and students who contribute to the mammoth task of organising these events and 
ensuring they run so smoothly. No doubt we will see some photos and a report of these events in the Autumn 
term edition of Ossett Voice.
 
Positive Recognition week – celebrating those who go above and beyond!
Our celebrations are not limited to year 11 and 13, and this year you will undoubtedly be aware that we have 
introduced a new model of rewards into the academy. Ossett Academy’s positive recognition weeks have 
allowed us to carry out over a thousand acts of recognition so far this year in term 1 and term 2. These have 
ranged from hot chocolate with gold stars, to access to our very own academy tuck shop. In addition to these 
events, we have given out over 500 star badges in recognition of those students who continue to push themselves 
on a daily basis.  Our final positive recognition week promises to be the very best yet, where we once again look 
to recognise students who are working hard to be the best they can be. I hope to give you a full update of our 
final positive recognition celebrations in our next edition of Ossett Voice.

Finally, I would like to thank parents, colleagues and governors for their support this year. We have continued to 
work in partnership and as a result of this been able to provide students with the best opportunities to support 
their future successes. All that remains for me to say, is that I hope that you have a wonderful summer and I look 
forward to welcoming students, colleagues and parents/carers back to the academy in September, where 
another year of fantastic opportunities awaits our students.

THE OSSETT VOICE:  SUMMER 201802



Welcome,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our final edition of Ossett Voice for this academic year, and what 
a busy year it has been, with students and staff alike working incredibly hard to secure success. This represents 
my first opportunity as Associate Principal to welcome readers and it is one that I am both proud and privileged 
to take on. After reflecting on another very busy year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students 
and staff for their hours of hard work and dedication, some of who are featured in this edition of our magazine. 
It is this ‘can do’ attitude and persistently going ‘above and beyond’ what is expected, that makes Ossett 
Academy such a fantastic place to work and study. I hope our final edition of Ossett Voice for 2017-2018 helps 
to showcase some of the amazing things that have happened in the academy both this term and indeed this 
academic year.

Good bye to year 11 and year 13 – we’re proud of you!
The summer term is always one of our busiest as we focus our attention on preparing students for their final 
examinations. These really are no mean feat and our students undertake hours of revision and exam practice in 
advance of the ‘real thing.’ This term, colleagues within the academy have provided a range of high quality 
personalised support packages for students as part of our Supporting Success Programme. Our support has 
included: masterclasses; pizza and pop nights; tutor pods; period zero sessions for our early bird revisers and 
much, much more. I am in the privileged position of being able to see this work first hand but perhaps the best 
moments come when students walk out of their exams with smiles on their faces sharing their experiences with 
their teachers, knowing that they have done their very best and they are proud of what they have achieved. I am 
incredibly proud of our students and how they show both resilience and relentless focus during a time which is 
undoubtedly one of the most stressful times of their lives to date. Moreover, I am privileged to work with such 
hardworking colleagues, who do whatever it takes to ensure students feel supported during this period of time.  
I am pleased to say that when the exam season does eventually come to a close, we ensure we give our students 
a ‘send off’ they will remember. Our students attend a stand down assembly and a prom celebration where they 

Mrs Samantha Broome
Associate Principal

can make some final memories with their peers and academy staff. These events are the highlight of the year and 
I would like to thank all the staff and students who contribute to the mammoth task of organising these events and 
ensuring they run so smoothly. No doubt we will see some photos and a report of these events in the Autumn 
term edition of Ossett Voice.
 
Positive Recognition week – celebrating those who go above and beyond!
Our celebrations are not limited to year 11 and 13, and this year you will undoubtedly be aware that we have 
introduced a new model of rewards into the academy. Ossett Academy’s positive recognition weeks have 
allowed us to carry out over a thousand acts of recognition so far this year in term 1 and term 2. These have 
ranged from hot chocolate with gold stars, to access to our very own academy tuck shop. In addition to these 
events, we have given out over 500 star badges in recognition of those students who continue to push themselves 
on a daily basis.  Our final positive recognition week promises to be the very best yet, where we once again look 
to recognise students who are working hard to be the best they can be. I hope to give you a full update of our 
final positive recognition celebrations in our next edition of Ossett Voice.

Finally, I would like to thank parents, colleagues and governors for their support this year. We have continued to 
work in partnership and as a result of this been able to provide students with the best opportunities to support 
their future successes. All that remains for me to say, is that I hope that you have a wonderful summer and I look 
forward to welcoming students, colleagues and parents/carers back to the academy in September, where 
another year of fantastic opportunities awaits our students.

03THE OSSETT VOICE:  SUMMER 2018



CONTENTSPAGE

Parent/Carer Forum: June 2018

Travel Plan Update

Homework Review

Positive Recognition Strategy

Updates to the Academy Site

05

06

07

08

11

PARENT SECTION

A Day In The Life Of A Sixth From PPT

Success Story

Student Leaders

Post 16 Standdown

Swedish Student Visit

12

13

14

16

17

STUDENT SECTION

Aspire Oxford University Trip

Year 12 UCAS Trip

HE Unique Fair

Teacher Trailblazer

Sport Relief

Year 11 Coursework

EOCT Book Awards

Sporting Fixtures Round-up

Sporting Success

Key Contacts Update

Academy Day 

Dates For The Diary

18

20

20

21

21

22

24

25

25

28

30

31

EVENTS & AC HIEVEMENTS

THE OSSETT VOICE:  SUMMER 201804



PARENT SECTION

The Summer term meeting of Parent Forum concentrated on a round-up of a number of topics that 
have been a focus of the academy in recent months. 

Members of the Senior Leadership Team presented on the following:

• Review of the Communications Principals and actions arising from the communication consultation;
• Positive Recognition Strategy;
• Homework Review;
• Travel Plan Update;
• Parents Evenings v Written Reports;
• Review of the Parent Forum 2017/18 agenda and looking forward to 2018/19.

REVIEW OF THE COMMUNICATIONS PRINCIPLES 

• Student Planner review for 2018/19
    Revised format for the planner from September 2018.

• Review of guidance issued with progress reports 
    This has been ongoing and is continually updated to provide greater context and explanation to the 

progress report content. 

•  Acknowledgement of enquiries 
    All emails into the academy should receive at least an acknowledgement; and confirmation of who will be 

dealing with the enquiry.

• Review of guidance issued with progress reports 
    This has been ongoing and is continually updated to provide greater context and explanation to the 

progress report content. 

• Letter reply slips
    All letters now offer an electronic means of response by email to parents@ossettacademy.co.uk, and the 

paper response slip will not be on the back of the letter content. 

• MyEd Review 
    This remains ongoing and a wider training package has been undertaken by staff at the academy so we 

can move forward and fully utilise the App. 

• Updates to the website
    The academy regularly reviews and updates the website content including uploading all letters home to the 

academy in the Parents section at https://www.ossettacademy.co.uk/parents/letters-from-the-academy/ 

•  A Jargon Buster and FAQ
    These documents are readily available on the website at 

https://www.ossettacademy.co.uk/parents/parentschool-communication

• Key Dates
    A key list of dates per year group will be developed and on the website for the 2018/19 academic year; 

this will include a list of assessment dates. 

• Suggestions Box
    A suggestions box will be placed in reception and the email contact parents@ossettacademy.co.uk has 

been set up to respond to any general parental enquiries, receive responses to trip letters or other letters 
home requiring consent or information.  
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PARENT SECTION
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• All students that cycle to school to undertake a 
Bikeability course and test to give practical guidance 
regarding safe riding and to look at road positioning, 
dangers etc – we are awaiting a date to meet the lead 
trainer from the Local Authority (LA) to start this process 
next academic year).

• All students who ride to the academy must have a bike 
permit, have a bike in roadworthy condition and all 
must wear a helmet – this is now in place. 

• Assembly and form time programme run in conjunction 
with Wakefield Council with the theme of road safety 
and a return to basics - new materials being released 
will be built into assemblies from September onwards. 

• Staff presence on the ‘Purple line’, car park and Storrs 
Hill Road to monitor entry and exit – this is in place 
every morning and after school, including up to the 
shops and Green Park. 

• Consideration of a crossing on The Green – currently a 
pedestrian crossing that gives right of way to large 
volumes of students. This causes congestion along 
Storrs Hill Road/The Green. Liaison with the Local 
Authority is underway to investigate a change in system 
to a push button to allow flow of both vehicles and 
pedestrians – the LA have contacted Highways and 
they will not consider a new crossing due to not being 
able to fit the infrastructure on the pavement. The 
Academy will continue to pursue a review of this matter. 

• Replacing road signs and warning painting as 
roadworks had been undertaken and painting has not 
been replaced on Storrs Hill Road - contact made with 
the LA and they have committed to this being rectified; 
we are awaiting the work to be carried out. 

Following on from the March Parent Forum an update on our actions in respect of the Travel Plan was provided:
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The academy has undertaken a Homework Review including 
the feasibility of a Homework App in response to a point raised 
through Parent Forum.

We have explored the idea of a ‘homework club’ with the 
Library Resource Centre (LRC) Manager. We find that in fact 
many students drop into the LRC before school, at break and 
lunchtime and also after school to complete homework, use the 
computers and printer, and use the books for research. Therefore 
we believe a ‘homework club’ is not necessary at this time as 
some students already use it on a regular basis.

Students can get an ‘LRC sticker’ from form tutors if they require 
access to the LRC at break and lunchtimes. This system is 
working well and the resource is not overstretched as it was 
during 2016-2017 as a result of the new split lunch time 
arrangements.

We have also wanted to refocus student’s attention on the 
completion of homework. In the first week back in January we 
spoke to students through form time around the importance of 
homework with an emphasis on how it can improve learning.
Parent forum raised the possible use of a ‘Homework App’ to set 
homework so that parents could also access it to support from 
home. Show My Homework has been explored as a user 
friendly app. Costs for the App range from £9k - £13k per year 
based on our student numbers. In addition to these costs, the 
App itself would require staff training and deployment of time for 
monitoring the system.  

There are schools that have invested in this app or something 
similar. A downside, apart from the cost and time is that student 
planners would be used less and we believe the planners to be 
a fundamental part of our students learning and being equipped 
for the academy day. 

Planners are the vehicle for students to log homework and 
deadline dates. Both teachers and parents continue to use these 
as the main channel of communication – as detailed in the 
Parental Communication Strategy. Parents are able to monitor 
homework via the planner. 

We will continue to work with teachers and leaders around the 
criteria for setting homework, the monitoring of completion and 
potential sanctions for non-completion. It is our intention to bring 
this back to Parent Forum in the next academic year. 

HOMEWORK REVIEW
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POSITIVE RECOGNITION STRATEGY

In September 2018 the Academy introduced a new set of heightened expectations for students and as part 
of these heightened expectations we launched a new system of ‘positive recognition.’ The academy’s 
positive recognition strategy works on the principles of Carol Dweck’s Growth mindset and research into 
motivation. With these principles in mind the academy’s positive recognition strategy is based on the 
following principles:

• Positive recognition should be a regular feature 
ofacademy life and be part of the academy’s 
culture and ethos;

• All academy staff should recognise students for 
their contributions and where they have gone 
‘above and beyond’ our everyday expectations;

• Students should be recognised for their wider 
contribution to academy life and recognition 
should not be solely focused around academia;

• Where possible, when students have been 
recognised, this should be shared with parents, 
carers and the wider body of academy staff;

• Students who have been recognised should be a 
focus of academy wide celebration and students 

should be actively encouraged to take pride in 
being recognised and celebrate the recognition 
of others;

• Students and staff should be encouraged to 
recognise the contributions made by staff 
members who have also gone ‘above and 
beyond’ in their role in the academy;

• Rewards should not be ‘worked towards’ but 
should be randomised; contain the element of 
surprise and be unexpected so as not to damage 
a student’s intrinsic motivation;

• Time should be planned into each calendared 
year, across the year, to allow for positive 
recognition activities to take place. This time is 
best placed at the end of each term.

In lessons this means:

• Providing an extended answer to a question;

• Overcoming a topic, question or idea that has been particularly challenging and showing real 
resilience;

• Contributing to group work or paired work with increased focus or depth;

• Extending thinking;

• Creating a piece of homework that shows a higher level of thinking or application and is beyond the 
outlined expectations.

PARENT SECTION
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PARENT SECTION

This year to date the academy has issued the
following number of recognition awards:

OUR NEXT STEPS:

AUTUMN TERM

Total number of postcards given out

Total number of students given postcards

VIP students

Gold star nominated

Total number of positive recognition given

Gold star students who attended ‘breakfast
with the stars’

Total number of students who received 1 or 
more positive recognition

420

332

21

286

250

334

727

SPRING TERM

Total number of postcards given out

Total number of students given postcards

VIP students

Gold star nominated

Work outside of the classroom recognitions

Gold star students attending ‘Tuck shop &
Slushy Bar’

274

227

25

209

201

Recognition regarding outstanding contribution
to academy life (music showcase)

69

Total number of students who received 1 or
more positive recognition

88

37

Recognition of 100% attendance 202

Total number of positive recognition given 1244

The summer term rewards week will take place 
in the last week of term with a new focus for 
recognition – an update will be provided in the 
Autumn Ossett Voice

We will be planning the rewards for next 
academic year taking account of both staff 
and student voice.

We will investigate interim rewards and form 
competitions through the whole academy 
pastoral system so recognition becomes 
more frequent and regular not just one event 
per term. 
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Parent Forum is an established part of the academy’s commitment to consulting with parents and sharing information 
regarding key areas for discussion and to gain views and insight through a two way process. The academy will write 
to all parents again at the start of the academic year to inform you about our work through Parent Forum and invite 
you to attend the next meeting in the Autumn Term. Parent Forum dates will be placed on the academy calendar on 
the website once our final calendar for 2018/19 has been agreed. We hope we are able to increase attendance 
and participation at these events which are an important mechanism to engage with and involve our parent body in 
the wider aspects of academy life and our aims. 

PARENT FORUM STRATEGY FOR 2018/2019

PARENT SECTION

In this academic year we have moved away from a written report for years 7, 8 & 9 in favour of two parents’ evenings. 
The rationale for this being that the second Parents’ evening allowed for a conversation around progress to take place. 
Written reports provided less information in comparison. The second evening also provided an opportunity to ask 
questions and discuss barriers to learning and progress in more depth. Written reports present a considerable 
challenge to workload of all teaching staff and leaders. 

WRITTEN REPORTS V PARENTS EVENINGS

AT PARENT FORUM WE PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL:

• For 2018-19 to move to two parents’ evenings for all year groups;

• Both would be spaced over the year to allow progress to be discussed;

• Year 11 parents’ evenings to follow mock exams so that the focus can be mock results and areas for development 
both in class and at home;

• The first Year 7 parents’ evening to focus on settling in and initial work in books – not grades;

• The first Year 8 parents’ evening to focus on options;

• Year 9 and 10 parents’ evenings to focus on progress made at GCSE and areas for development both in class 
and at home.

Discussions at Parent Forum were positive around the above proposals and we can confirm that this will now go ahead 
with effect from the 2018/19 academic year. 
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ROOF REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT

In April 2018 the Academy was successful in 
its bid to secure funding for a roof 
replacement project from the Capital 
Improvement Fund. This large scale project 
will commence in the summer break and run 
through until November 2018. Large areas 
of the academy roof will be either wholly or 
partly replaced which will see significant 
improvements and reduction in spend on 
repairs and heating. A further update will be 
provided in the autumn Ossett Voice. 

TOILET REFURBISHMENT
PROJECT

A second project will also be taking place 
over the summer break. We are refurbishing 
the Frankland Hall toilet facilities with a view 
to creating a more modern environment and 
welcoming facility for our students. The 
student lockers will be re-located and 
students will be required to empty all lockers 
before they leave for summer. We will of 
course share the outcome of this refurbish-
ment through our social media and Ossett 
Voice in the autumn term. 
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A Day in 
the life of...

My name is Miss Wild and I’m one of two Personal Progress Tutors (PPTs) at Ossett 
Academy Sixth Form, I am form tutor for half of our post 16 students, I support all our 
students with everything you could imagine, and some you might never have thought of...

The summer term is one of our busiest times, we have just said goodbye to our Year 13 students with 
our Stand down celebration and Prom is looming at the end of the exams, whilst helping our Year 12 
students to prepare for their applications to University and end of year mock exams.

No two days are the same; this is what I love about being a PPT. On a typical day in Sixth Form 
myself and Mrs Foster share responsibility for overseeing our Sixth Form library (ILC), one of us is  
available to students all day to help with any questions they have. This involves supporting students 
both pastorally and academically, the support we offer is second to none and helps students become 
mature, independent learners ready for University, Apprenticeships or the work place.  

Part of our roles as PPTs is to be supportive of students while they are going into exams in the summer, 
for some this will be one of the most stressful times of their lives, after all a lot is riding on these 
qualifications, places at university and apprenticeships are in high demand. I may mop up tears, help 
with stressful situations, talk students through how to manage their time and revision and generally be a 
sounding board should students need one.

One of the most exciting parts of my role is sitting with a student who is not sure what to do after Sixth 
Form, looking at all the different courses and apprenticeships is really exciting,  the world is their oyster, 
and I get to help students go for it! Sixth Form is a steep learning curve and it’s a pleasure to be in a 
role that allows me to be instrumental in the success of our amazing Post 16 students.

PPT 
W

H
A

T D
O

 W
E D

O
?

A SIXTH FORM PPT 

• Organising A-level folders 

• Choosing University Accommodation

• Support with mental health issues 

• Writing a personal statement

• Changes in family circumstances

• Exam technique 

• Writing CV’s and applications 

• Making choices about careers and 
what to do next

• Support for LGBT students

• What to wear to Prom!
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SUCCESS 
STORY

EX - STUDENT CHRIS PEEL

I recently visited Ossett academy for the first time in about 
20 years. I was visiting England with my family for the first 
time in 5 years and I wanted to share with my 6 year old 
son some of the aspects of my childhood growing up in 
Ossett.

I currently live in San Francisco, California. I have lived in 
the US for 18 years and have mainly worked as a Graphic 
Designer in the advertising industry. After making my start in 
publishing I worked in San Diego, then eventually made my 
way to my first agency, Saatchi & Saatchi in Torrance, 
California. I’ve been lucky enough to work on all sorts of 
projects over the years. For the last two and a half years I 
have been heading up the design department at Goodby 
Silverstein and Partners, a full service advertising agency in 
the city, right next to Chinatown. 

We are a group of 11 designers and we have worked on 
huge technology and media clients, non-profit 
organisations, tech companies, art galleries, and sports 
teams, to name a few. We have designed advertising, print, 
TV, digital products, logos and identities, illustration, 
guidelines and experiences.

My design journey started at Ossett Academy all of those 
years ago. I always drew a lot and even during my time at 
the Academy (or School as it was then) there was a strong 
art studio at the school. I was introduced to the idea of 
graphic design by my art teacher back then at a very young 
age. Most people I speak to are surprised to hear of a 
school giving graphic design classes to 15 year olds. From 
Ossett I went on to study graphic design at Dewsbury 
College and then a BA degree in ‘Creative Imaging’ at 
Huddersfield University. Strangely enough, the two founders 
of legendary English design studio / agency Attik went to 
the same colleges. One of them, James Sommerville is 
currently the Global Head of Design at Coca Cola.

The part of our recent visit to Ossett Academy that struck me 
the most was how strong the art studio was. A bustling 4 
classrooms with very interesting and exceptionally executed 
work at the older student end and access to all types of 
traditional and digital tools across the board. Mainly 
though, it was great to see people in there, some in class, 
some just getting hands on and creating, designing. It had a 

vibe and an energy I recognise and I was inspired by the 
students’ and staff’s enthusiasm.

It was also fantastic to see the Sixth Form building. It seems 
very important that those students have their own space to 
learn and explore their future opportunities.  

All in all it was a great place to start a career in art and 
design. I thank the staff, in particular Lisa Binks for hosting 
us on our visit. We had a blast!
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Year 11 Student
Leaders Farewell

Georgina, Head Girl

Throughout this past year, it has been a 
pleasure to have been chosen by my peers to be 
given the role and responsibility of Head Girl. The role 
of Head Girl has given me so many opportunities to build my 
confidence even further in my final year at the Academy. I have 
had the chance to speak at numerous events, such as Year 6 
Induction Evening, the Remembrance Service, the Ossett Christmas 
Light Switch on and many more. My advice for anyone in Year 10 
thinking about putting themselves forward for the role would be 
just go for it. Even if you are not the most confident person 
however you are willing to try new things and build your 
confidence then just do it. It will help you to push yourself even 
further in your last year. It has been an enjoyable year working 
alongside Miles and I wish the very best of luck to the candidates 
this year.
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Miles, Head Boy

Following the start of the 
year Georgina and I have 
been tasked with 
representing the academy 
at various occasions. 
We’ve written speeches, 
spoken to students and 
sta�, asked to stand with 
a presentable smile and 
simply look good for the 
crowd! I advise anyone 
thinking about standing 
for next year’s head boy 
and head girl; think 
about di�erentiating 
yourselves, providing 
strong opinions and 
highlighting your suitable 
qualities with your 
application. Although, 
remember the most 
important thing is to 
always enjoy it! Best of 
luck to anyone 
considering the role!
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On the 25th May 2018 we as a Sixth Form celebrated 
standdown for our year 13 students. The event at Ossett 
Town Hall was attended by over 250 guests and 
students and marked the end of an era with many 
attending Ossett Academy over a 7 year period. 
It was a time to reflect and rejoice looking at what has 
been achieved and what is still to come for our students 
on whatever path that may choose. The Sixth Form body 
of staff took great pride in the event, having the 
opportunity to share in the evening with friends and love 
ones who also attended. 

These events just get better and betterand it was 
amazing to see our own students performing through 
song to a full house of very proud family members and 
staff. This event never disappoints whether it be our 
resident year 12 band ‘Either/Or’ (who just happened 
to have released their first single!), or our very own year 
13 pop queen Amelia Hudson.

On behalf of all the staff in the Sixth Form we would like 
to wish our students all the best not only for this summer’s 
results but for whatever the future may bring and 
remember it is only failure when you stop trying.

Year 13 Standdown
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Swedish
Student Visit
In the Spring Term the Academy welcomed the 
arrival of our visiting students from Sweden, an 
excellent exchange program that the academy has 
supported for a number of years, offering 
European students an insight into the English school 
system. An opportunity to broaden horizons and 
make friends! 

The students followed a bespoke timetable 
allowing them to access a range of courses we 
offer here at the Academy. Our admin team 
worked exceptionally hard in the lead up to the 
event to ensure the variety and breadth of the 
program was up to our high standards. This year 
Hollie-Jo, Admin Assistant had the fantastic idea of 
including sessions catered towards life in Britain: 
studying in our schools; culture and values and 
what it means to be British. 

I had the pleasure of facilitating the ‘Study in Britain’ 
session and got to know the Swedish visitors and 
their aspirations for the future during our discussion 
about global study and the difference in education 
around the world. We focussed our attention on 
school days around the world and how long 
students are expected to stay in education; 
interestingly some countries only stay in school until 
11! 

The main focus of our session centred on University 
and the costs of study globally. During this 
interactive section the students put together a jigsaw 
puzzle for the costs of tuition fees and this created 
an intriguing debate around debt vs. benefits of 
further education.

All in all, a great week which enriches our 
academic calendar and hopefully a tradition which 
will continue long into the future!

STUDYING GLOBALLY
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EDUCATIONALVISITS
ASPIRE OXFORD UNIVERSITY TRIP 

After a five hour journey, we arrived at 
Oxford University. I expected the building to 
be really old and falling to bits, but although 
it was old it was very picturesque. A lady 
(who was an admissions expert) came to 
meet us, and she took us to a lecture room 
where we had a discussion about Oxford 
and what it is like as a university. She put us in 
pairs and made us research what sort of 
grades you need to get in to different courses 
and what you can learn from them. To get 
into a history course you need 3 A Levels all 
at grade A. Then two of the students came to 
answer any questions we had about Oxford. 
Overall, they had nothing but good things to 
say about the university. 

We then went on a tour of the college we 
were in, Worcester college. It was really big, 
but a lot of the buildings were quite new and 
modern whereas I thought the whole thing 
would be really old and crumbling to bits. 
There was a massive library in the old 
building, where they had all the books that 
had ever been published. There was also a 
chapel and a really big, modern lecture 
room. 

We particularly found out about the study of 
History at Oxford, which combines the 
examination of large regions over extended 
periods of time with more focused work on 
smaller groups, shorter periods and particular 
problems. Students can study options on any 
part of British and European history, from the 
last years of the Roman Empire to the present 
day. People who are interested in studying 
History might also like to consider studying 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Classical 
Archaeology and Ancient History, or History 
of Art. Students are expected to attend at 

least five lectures a week during their first year, 
regularly meet with tutors, research in libraries 
and write at least one essay a week. In their 
second and third years, students can choose 
from a variety of lectures, and their regular 
meetings with tutors are supported by faculty 
classes where they discuss work with a larger 
number of students. Throughout the course, 
students are in charge of their own timetable. 
The first form of assessment in the first year is four 
written papers.

Visiting Oxford changed my perspective 
because I thought it would be really posh, but it’s 
a really nice place and all the people we met 
were really nice and friendly. 

by Alice, Year 8
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A group of year 8 students from Yorkshire took a 
trip to see where their future education could be 
at the best university in the country. They learnt 
the difference in the true facts about Oxford and 
the rumors and impressions. 

After their presentation they travelled around the 
Worcester College to see the beautiful grounds 
for themselves. They were shown an ancient 
library full of unique books not to be touched in 
case they get damaged. They were shown 
around the delicately decorated church – the 
walls were full of individually amazing paintings 
and ornaments.    

 After this the young adults were shown to a 
restaurant at which they would eat their 
professionally made dinner. Whilst they ate they 
talked to their guides about their queries about 
the university. After dinner they were shown to a 
science museum that was not far away, they 
were shown round by a scientist who worked 
there. After a small introduction from their guide, 
they completed a search to look for some 
scientific instruments, measuring tools and 
models. They looked at some remarkable things 
including Einstein’s blackboard that he wrote on 
whilst conducting a lecture at the university.

“The presentation from the 
admissions adviser really cleared 
up a lot of questions that we had 
about the colleges and we also 
learnt about some different 
courses that we could take”

Molly, student

by Amelia Jaggar, Year 8
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HE UNIQUE FAIR
The Academy’s annual Higher Education (HE) 
Fair took place on Wednesday 9th May to 
support Year 11 and Year 12 students and 
other prospective students to find more out 
about their options at University/Higher 
Education. Parents and students were able to 
visit over 25 University and HE stands with 
representatives from Universities from all over 
the country, to enquire and consider the wide 
range of courses available.  Presentations were 
also delivered on the HE application process 
and on the student finance options available. 
The event was well attended and the feedback 
from the establishment representatives was 
really encouraging.  

In June, all of our Year 12 students attended the national UCAS Fair at Leeds Beckett's University. Students 
had the opportunity to talk to a wide range of University/Higher Educational Providers, along with 
representatives from the Armed Forces and Degree Apprenticeship providers. Students are now fully 
prepared to start their UCAS application forms in September! Students also got to experience a university 
campus and look at the wider variety of facilities on offer...plenty to think about for their choices for their 
future…..!!

EDUCATIONALVISITS
Y12 UCAS TRIP
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As part of the Academy’s fundraising efforts for 
Sport Relief on Friday 23 March a group of 
students completed a gruelling Triathlon during 
the afternoon at school to raise as much money 
as possible. Their effort was amazing, 
completing a huge 2000m bike ride, a 1 mile 
run and half a mile swim! The total raised by the 
students was £316.12. Well done to all involved: 
Tommy, Jenson, Jack, Ethan, Jack, Kenzie, Alfie, 
Luke, Bradley, Ben, George, Even, Tom, Ben, 
Matthew, Sam and James. 

SPORT RELIEF

TEACHER TRAILBLAZER
POETRY SOCIETY

Ossett Academy is proud to celebrate a recent contact from the Poetry Society to 
our very own Deputy CTL for English, Mrs Chand. Each year the society selects two 
Teacher Trailblazers as part of their Foyle competition. This year the society has 
approached Mrs Chand to be one of their Teacher Trailblazers for the Foyle Young 
Poets of the Year 2018. 

Teacher Trailblazers are chosen because of their support and encouragement of 
poetry in the classroom. The society confirmed they have recognised Mrs Chand’s 
dedication and commitment to teaching poetry and along with the top 100 winners 
of the Foyle competition each year; they also want to celebrate teachers who have 
shown excellence too.

As a Teacher Trailblazer Mrs Chand has been asked to create a teaching resource in 
response to one of the top 15 winning Foyle poems from 2017, and this will be published on 
the society website, the TES and The Guardian. 

Mrs Chand is currently in the process of producing the resource and we will keep you updated 
of any future publications in light of this recognition!

Congratulations Mrs Chand!
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GCSE Product Design - Enterprise Project

As part of their GCSE Product Design course, Year 10 were set a 
business enterprise challenge to design, develop and produce a 
product to sell.  Students had to cost out their product to include 
materials used and time spent in the production of their product 
and hope to sell it for a profit (with all money raised going to the 
Y10 charity Cystic Fibrosis).  There were a range of creative 
ideas produced including key fobs, tea light candle holders, 
pencil pots, and various mobile phone stands.  All students 
managed to produce products to sell but with varying degrees of 
success.   Sam Adamson and James Hayton raised over £50 by 
selling their plywood individualised laser cut phone stands.  
James Tebay and Hayden Ryan made nearly £10 producing 
original laser cut acrylic apple and android phone stands.  

Well done to all!

Y11 Product Design - Lamps

Students finalising their Product Design course in Year 11 for 
GCSE have completed their coursework project over a 10 month 
period from Easter 2017 in Year 10 to February 2018 in Year 11.

A comprehensive design folder was produced that contains 
research, design drawings, development work, a photo diary of 
making and comprehensive testing and evaluation. This year is 
no exception in producing a wonderful, vibrant, well-crafted set 
of lamps that use the full breadth of skills and resources available 
in the Design Technology Department.

Themes varying from "Pop Art" to "Art Deco" and "Memphis" 
have been the starting point for the brilliant creative work that the 
Year 11 students have produced this year.

Techniques involving both traditional wood and metal processes 
are used along with a variety of plastic materials and Hi Tech 
laser cutting work. Huge well done to all students!!

GCSE

PRODUCT
DESIGN

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

YEAR 10 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 10 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 11 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 11 PRODUCT DESIGN
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Our Y11 students have produced very creative images based on a 
number of themes. These include themes such as "Structures" and 
"Portraits".

The course allows students to explore traditional photography skills 
and combine them with more contemporary digital manipulation 
techniques.  

The selection of photos here show just a ‘snapshot’ of our student’s 
excellent achievements. 

YEAR 11

YEAR 11 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 10 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 11 PRODUCT DESIGN

YEAR 11 PRODUCT DESIGN

GCSE

PHOTOGRAPHY
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RIVETING READS AND 
PICTURE BOOK AWARDS EVENT

EOCT BOOK AWARDS

And the winner is………….?

On Thursday 28th June, Ossett Academy was proud to 
host the annual EOCT Book Awards. 

This prestigious event, held in conjunction with the Schools 
Library Service, was the culmination of almost a year of 
reading, discussion and short-listing of nearly 300 books 
by the 9 participating EOCT schools and it was at the 
event that the overall winner was finally announced.

Almost 100 students, along with their teachers and the 
invited authors/illustrators, waited in anticipation to find 
out who had finally won this award….. and the winner 
was…. (drum roll……) EMER STAMP with her fantastic 
novel “The Big Fat Totally Bonkers Diary of a Pig”. 

Fortunately Emer had travelled all the way from London on 
the day to receive her trophy. She was delighted to have 
won and enjoyed speaking to the students and signing 
copies of her book.

Janis Mackay, author of the “Unlikely Time Traveller” 
and “The Accidental Time Traveller” also attended the 
event, coming all the way from Edinburgh for the 
occasion. She too signed autographs and copies of her 
book. 

We were pleased to also welcome local bookseller 
Rickaro Books from Horbury, who held a stall at the event 
and did a roaring trade in sales of the shortlisted and 
winning books.

PICTURE BOOK AWARDS

At the same event, the winner of the Picture Book award 
was also announced. This award was voted for by Year 
1 and 2 students from the participating schools and the 
overall winner was…. (drum roll again)…. “Stone 
Underpants” written by Rebecca Lisle and beautifully 
illustrated by Richard Watson.

We were indeed fortunate to have two of the shortlisted 
illustrators at the event, - Richard Watson himself and 
Laura Hughes, the brilliant illustrator of “The Chocolate 
Monster”, who travelled from London to attend the 
awards.

One of the other highlights of the event was the series 
of outstanding performances and displays of artwork by 
students from our EOCT schools.

This awards ceremony would not have been complete 
without its Master of Ceremonies; that Poetry Bloke, 
Craig Bradley, who kept us all entertained by his wild 
jokes (and even wilder hair!) and who kept the whole 
event running smoothly.

All in all, it was a wonderful afternoon, thoroughly 
enjoyed by all concerned.
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NETBALL
SUCCESS
A group of Year 8 girls went to Boreatton 
Park for the annual netball residential. They 
participated in a range of Outdoor 
Adventure Activities inbetween playing in a 
netball tournament. The girls finished with 
Bronze Medals and got to meet a player 
from the England netball team!!

Congratulations also go the Year 10 netball 
team who finished in 3rd place from all the 
schools in Wakefield, Castleford and 
Pontefract leagues. 

SPORTINGSUCCESS:SPORTING
FIXTURES
ROUND UP

YEAR 9 FOOTBALL TEAM

Our Year 9 boys football team made it to the 
County Cup Final. The result was 3-3 after extra 
time. And so the game went to the dreaded 
penalty shoot-out! Ossett were eventually 
victorious winning 4-3!!  

“The students did us all proud. Against a very 
strong team they pulled out of the bag a win 
4-3 on penalties. They battled hard against a 
team that had set out to intimidate us but our 
students remained focused and calm. Quite 
simply they had the desire to win more than 
Rastrick. 

The goals in normal time were scored by 
Wilson, Hay & Lawton. The penalties were 
gripping and scored by Senior, Patchett, Hey, 
and Lawton. Josh as Ossett’s goalkeeper 
saved a massive three penalties.  

Normally I pick a man of the match but every 
single one of our players were amazing. A 
true team effort. Well played lads.” 

Mr Cartwright, PE Teacher
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RACE4LIFE
SUNDAY 17 JUNE 

On Sunday 17th of June, 22 students ranging from 
year 7 to year 11 met Miss Brooke, Miss Atkinson 
and Mrs Bruce at Thornes Park ready and raring to 
go.  After completing 10 hard weeks of training 
after school, which included lots of different 
activities, such as weight training, gym sessions and 
the gruelling cross country course, the team of girls 
were fighting fit and ready to take on the race. The 
race involved completing a 5 kilometre run and 
there was only one condition… WEAR PINK!!!

The girls did fantastic, all completing the race 
successfully under 50 minutes, with some even 
coming in the top 10! However, the real winner was 
Cancer Research who will receive all the money 
raised by the girls. A big well done to all who were 
involved, you should all be very proud!!

A huge shout out goes to all the parents/carers that 
supported us along the way, bringing the students 
on the day and collecting them from training, 
helping with fundraising and being our number 1 
fans on the day! 

Also a big thank you to Mrs Bruce for bringing her 
little boy Milo along who also completed the race. 
The final total raised is still being totted up!

SPORTINGSUCCESS:

Pitch Parade Wakefield Trinity 

Later on the same day, a group of students 
attended a pitch parade at a recent Wakefield 
Trinity game to promote girls rugby and highlight 
the achievements of the girls participating in the 
first ever sky try tournament held at Wakefield. A 
very proud and fulfilling Sunday!! 

SPORTINGSUCCESS:
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GEORGIA, YEAR 9 
NATIONAL DANCE 
COMPETITION

Georgia and her team was part of a group of 
performers who recently competed at Battle of The 
Champions, and we can proudly confirm not only 
did they get 1st place from 5, they scored the 
highest points of all the under 16’s teams and won 
the overall Royal Champion title! This is a massive 
achievement for Georgia; especially as she is 
currently suffering with a coccyx injury.

Georgia and her term are the current UK under 16 
POM champions.

The successes were celebrated in the press at the 
following link: 

http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/16
308237.panache-cheerleading-team-crowned-best-
in-uk/?ref=erec

SPORTINGSUCCESS:

KARATE & KICK BOXING 
EMILIA 
Emilia in Year 8 competed at the World Karate & 
Kick boxing Commission on Sunday 25th March. 
She came away with an excellent 2 third place 
bronze medals in the points fighting and light 
continuous competitions.  This means Emilia has 
now qualified to represent Team England in the 
WKKC finals in Dublin this October. We would like 
to congratulate Emilia on this brilliant achievement 
and wish her all the very best for the October finals. 
Watch this space!

SPORTINGSUCCESS:

ROUNDERS
SUCCESS 
The Y10 Rounders team were tournament winners 
on 6 June, the girls pulled out an amazing 
performance, congratulations go to: 

From Y10:
Emily Burton
Chloe Bint
Caitlin Bint
Beth Birkinshaw
Jasmine Bailey
Ellie Dodd
Amber Burton
Elysia Thornton
Zoe Crossland
Emma Rogers

SPORTINGSUCCESS:

From Y9: 
Mama Princess
Tammy Moore
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KEY CONTACTS UPDATE

Information regarding updates to the 
Pastoral System and Key Contacts for 
September 2018

The academy would like to inform you of 
some updates that we have taking place 
from September regarding the pastoral 
system and who to contact should you have 
a query about the year group your child is in.  
The academy has moved into a single tier 
system utilising experienced non-teaching 
staff who will be on hand to support the 
students throughout the academy day.  As an 
academy we will no longer have separate 
Learning Leaders and Achievement Officers 
but move to a Pastoral Year Leader (PYL) 
structure.  The PYL’s have a wealth of 
experience of working in secondary schools 
and with supporting students and will be on 
hand to support students and teachers in 
lessons, with movements around the building 
and with any pastoral issues that may arise.  
The PYL’s will also be a supportive presence 
in and around lessons to support the 
progress made by their year group.

If you need to contact the relevant PYL to raise a query or concern, the existing email addresses will still 
be active e.g. y7enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk etc or if you would prefer to leave a message, please 
ring through to the main switchboard on 01924 232820 and you will be directed to a voicemail 
account for the PYL that is checked regularly throughout the day.  Please note that it may not be 
possible to speak to a PYL as soon as you ring as they may be out in the main academy building 
supporting learning, but the PYL will return your call on the same day.

The Pastoral Year Leaders from 
September will be:

• Mr R Oginni – Year 7

• Miss R Walker – Year 8

• Mr M McHugh-Hicks – Year 9

• Miss C Burland – Year 10

• Ms S Pollin – Year 11

The new PYL team are already in post and 
are planning their activities ready for 
September. They are excited about working 
with their new year groups and will have 
time before the end of the academic 
year to pop into the assemblies and 
introduce themselves.  

The contacts for Transition, Post 16 and 
Safeguarding remain the same. 
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Safeguarding

Designated Safeguarding Lead

growe@ossettacademy.co.uk

Transition (Year 6)

transition@ossettacademy.co.uk

Head of Years 12 & 13 

rspink@ossettacademy.co.uk

Mr R Oginni

Pastoral Year Leader

y7enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Year 12 & 13

Year 7

Safeguarding

Transition

Miss Walker

Pastoral Year Leader

y8enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk
Year 8

Mr M McHugh-Hicks

Pastoral Year Leader

y9enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk
Year 9

Miss Burland

Pastoral Year Leader

y10enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk
Year 10

Ms S Pollin

Pastoral Year Leader

y11enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk

Mr Spink

Year 11

Following the start of the 
year Georgina and I have 
been tasked with 
representing the academy 
at various occasions. 
We’ve written speeches, 
spoken to students and 
sta�, asked to stand with 
a presentable smile and 
simply look good for the 
crowd! I advise anyone 
thinking about standing 
for next year’s head boy 
and head girl; think 
about di�erentiating 
yourselves, providing 
strong opinions and 
highlighting your suitable 
qualities with your 
application. Although, 
remember the most 
important thing is to 
always enjoy it! Best of 
luck to anyone 
considering the role!
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THE NEW STRUCTURE OF THE

ACADEMY DAY
Please note that the start and end times of the day will not change from September 2018.  The academy day will continue 
to start at 8:35am and finish at 2:45pm.  However there are several changes that we would like to make parents aware 
of.  The academy day will begin with Period 1, not form time. This makes punctuality to school even more important.  We 
understand that on occasions there may be a reason for lateness to the academy, but regular lateness can have a 
detrimental impact on the progress made. 

All students will attend Periods 1 and 2 at the same time and then either go to Period 3 (Tutor time) or go to break.  This 
‘split’ has been timetabled to enable a free flow of students through the dining rooms and less time spent in queues with 
more space and time available to enjoy their mid-morning snack.  After 20 minutes, the groups swap over.  All students 
then go to Period 4, then the same arrangement for lunch will be in place as it is currently i.e. Period 5 or lunch and then 
at 1:45pm all students will attend their final lesson (Period 6).  All students will be dismissed at 2:45pm unless they choose 
to stay behind for an extra-curricular activity or have an afterhours sanction to serve.  Please see below representation of 
the day to help highlight the changes described: 

We are aware that some of our students in the academy may find change difficult, but please be assured that this 
process will be shared with students during the last few weeks of the summer term with ample time to prepare them with 
support before the summer holidays to reduce any worry or anxieties around the changes. 
If there are any questions regarding any of the changes for September, please do not hesitate to get in touch at 
parents@ossettacademy.co.uk. 

TIME

8:35 - 9:35

9:35 - 10:35

10:35 - 10:55

10:55 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:15

12:15 - 12:45

12:45 - 13:15

13:15 - 13:45

13:45 - 14:45

14:45 - 15:45

P1

P2 P2 P2

P3 P3

P3P3P3

P4

P5

P5

P5

P6 P6 P6 P6 P6

P5 P5

P5

P4 P4 P4 P4

P2 P2

P1 P1 P1 P1 60

60

60

60

30

30

30

60

20

20

Y7

BREAK BREAK

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

LUNCH

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES/CLUBS

LUNCH

BREAK

BREAKBREAK

Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 LENGTH
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PARENT MOBILE APP
MyEd is Ossett Academy’s Mobile App allowing parents immediate access to up to date information regarding 
their child. By following the simple set up instructions parents can view data on attendance, behaviour, key 
academy dates and news.

We will also use the App to communicate messages and reminders to parents regarding such things as Parents 
Evenings and Inset Days.

To access MyEd on Android or iPhone/iPad, please download it onto your smartphone.

Summer Break
Friday 20 July @ 12:15 pm

October Half Term
October 29 - November 2

School Reopens to Students
September 4

School Reopens to Students
January 7 2019

Christmas Break 2018
Thursday 20 December at 12.15pm. 

Inset Day
September 3

Inset Day
December 21

Inset Day
February 15 2019

Half Term Break
February 18 - February 22
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www.ossettacademy.co.uk

OSSETT ACADEMY

Storrs Hill Rd

Ossett,West Yorkshire

WF5 0DG

01924 232820

enquiries@ossettacademy.co.uk


