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13 January 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Year 11 Attendance and Prom 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back our Year 11 students and to wish you a happy and prosperous 
New Year. As we move to the Spring Term, our Year 11 students will now be completing the final units of their GCSE 
studies and begin preparations for the examinations in May 2020. At Ossett Academy we are committed to ensuring 
that your child reaches their full potential in all aspects of their education and it is important that we communicate with 
you the expectations and support in place for students moving forward. 
 
We have set a target of 96% attendance for all Year 11 students; although we appreciate a number of students 
experienced illness prior to the end of last term, it is vital that your child attends school regularly and punctually. Over 
the next few weeks class teachers will be preparing students for the examinations, completing course units and 
increasing the time devoted to revision activities. We would like to congratulate the many parents/carers who make 
sure their children attend school regularly, however we do have a number of children who have had considerable time 
off and this is affecting their learning and preparations for the GCSE examinations. It is also important that students 
understand that we are now receiving reference requests from colleges for courses commencing in September, these 
include predicted grades based on examinations this year and attendance in the current academic year. We therefore 
ask that in the weeks leading to the GCSE examinations students are not removed from lessons for family holidays as 
this will have a detrimental impact on their GCSE success. Since 1 September 2013, the law does not give any 
entitlement to parents/carers to take their child on extended leave during term time. There are 175 non-school days 
per year giving families the opportunity to spend time together; go on holiday; go on family visits or have days out. The 
law means that the government expects it to be extremely unusual for leave of absence to be permitted by schools. 
The reason for the legislation is the significant impact on attainment and progress for children who miss school 
regularly, particularly students in the final year of their studies. 
 
We ask that if a child is absent from the Academy, parents/carers contact the Attendance Officer by telephone or email 
(attendance@ossett.accordmat.org) before 8.30am and indicate the name, year group, reason for absence and 
expected return date. We ask that parents/carers provide a specific reason for illness as we cannot accept ‘unwell’. 
Understanding the specific reason for absence helps schools to monitor the nature of illnesses in the local area and 
liaise with medical services when necessary, we are also better able to support students on their return to the Academy 
if necessary. 
 
In the spring term the curriculum and pastoral support for Year 11 students will increase. Period one is now devoted to 
bespoke support in small groups and with a subject specialist linked to a subject area in which your child may benefit 
from additional tuition. We ask that all students are seated by no later than 8.30am to avoid disruption for other 
students and lost learning. Teachers of Year 11 students are also devoting additional hours after school for students to 
attend interventions and tutor pods, further details are available on the Academy website and will be communicated 
to parents/carers shortly. We also appreciate that students can experience increased anxiety as they approach their 
examinations, therefore Ms Gaskell will be delivering group workshops understanding which strategies can overcome 
this. Should you feel your child would benefit from this, please contact the Academy. 
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Prom 
 
In the summer term following the examinations, Year 11 students are invited to attend the prom on Thursday 9 July 
2020 at the Kings Croft Hotel. This is a highly enjoyable celebration evening, marking the end of examinations before 
students embark on the next stage of their lives. Attendance at the prom is based upon continued positive attitude to 
learning, for example: good attendance, engaging with and attending intervention and behaviour which demonstrates 
good conduct and respect. 
 
Where student conduct or attendance falls below the expected standard, the Academy reserves the right to withdraw 
the invitation to the prom. The following criteria will be shared with students through assembly and period one: 

 Each Year 11 student must have a minimum of 96% attendance (from January 2020) to attend 

 No incidences of truancy (internal/external) 

 Students conduct and behaviour must reinforce the values of the Academy, for example no fixed term 
exclusions or repeat sanctions in Reflections 

 Attendance at study support or intervention where requested. 
 

Finally, I would like to inform parents/carers of the following key dates for Year 11 students in the forthcoming weeks 
and hope that you will be able to attend the Year 11 Parent’s Consultation evening in March. This evening is extremely 
valuable and allows parents/carers to discuss the results of the Pre Public Examinations and the support available to 
your child in the final weeks: 

 Week commencing 3 February 2020 – Pre Public Examinations 

 Week commencing 10 February 2020 – Pre Public Examinations 

 Thursday 12 March 2020 – Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening. 
 

I would like to thank parents/carers and students for the hard work undertaken so far and look forward to what I am 
sure will be a successful and productive term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Broome 
Principal 


