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Welcome.. .
Good afternoon and welcome to edition three of our Accord Weekly Roundup, produced to support and 
inform you during this period of home learning. 

We’re here for you
Remember we’re still here for you and now, 
pupils across our Trust can contact us via a 
dedicated helpline in times of need.

Pupils with a concern regarding their mental 
health or well-being, can contact us, simply by 
texting HELP to 07520649442 and we will be in 
touch within 24 hours (any text received over the 
weekend will be responded to on a Monday). If 
the concern is urgent, please contact Child Line 
(0800 1111) / NSPCC (0808 800 5000) or if you 

are in immediate danger, contact the Police.

A reason to smile
Last night, as we clapped for carers, Horbury 
Academy shared their musical tribute to key 
workers, written and produced by Horbury 
Academy’s Teacher in Charge of Music, Mr Dan 
Ray, with Mrs Scott, and performed by the Horbury 
Academy Show Band and Choir, from their own 
homes. You can find the tribute here – it’s well 
worth a watch!

You’re doing 
great!. . .

Whether you’re a pupil, 
a key worker or are self-
isolating, attempting to 

work from home whilst 
juggling other commitments, 

we applaud you!

Of our pupils we are incredibly proud! 
The vast majority have adjusted to 

their new home learning routines 
exceptionally well and on a daily 
basis we’re seeing pupils 
submit thousands of pieces 
of work as teachers continue 
to set new tasks – well done 
to you all!

 

An update for Year 11
The impact of this pandemic has been felt by every one 
of us but arguably more so by year 11 and 13. We do 
appreciate that, for many of our students in these year 
groups that for you particularly, this is an incredibly 
difficult and stressful time, however, please rest assured 
that there is a team of colleagues in your academy who 
are here to support you and will continue to keep in 
touch with you about the transition to your next stages of 
study or employment.

For those year 11s considering completing their post 
16 education with us, our Accord Sixth Form College is 
still accepting applications and we would love to see you 
there!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_57yO-Ihn9E
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Supporting our communities
During this period of closure, we are aware that 
some of our pupils and families may be experiencing 
difficulties with their well-being and mental health, 
from a disruption to sleep patterns, to feelings of 
anxiety and depression. For this reason, our academy 
leaders are working hard to ensure that we provide you 
with useful information to support your well-being at 
this time.

We’ve introduced ‘Well-being Wednesday” as a way of 
sharing tips, ideas and useful links, across social media 
and our websites. Our theme this Wednesday was 
sleep hygiene, where we emphasised the importance of 
sleep for our well-being, as a lack of it can impact on 
our emotions, ability to function and ability to cope.

To support you to achieve good sleep hygiene, we’ve 
put together some useful information and resources 
at: https://accordmat.org/blog/2020/04/28/sleep so 
be sure to check these out and hopefully you’ll afford 
yourselves a good night’s sleep!
As a Trust, we’ve also employed two new mental health 
support workers who are making contact with the parents/
carers of some of our pupils who may require some 
additional support.

. . .And supporting the nation
Over the last two weeks, we’ve come together as a Trust 
to create mask extenders, visors and scrubs wash bags for 
distribution to Pinderfields ICU, local surgeries and care 
homes.

This week we received an email of thanks from NHS 
colleagues: 

“NHS in Wakefield would like to thank all schools and Academy 
Trusts for all their support during COVID-19 to Mid-Yorkshire NHS Hospital Trust and to our 37 general practices. 
Schools and Trusts have been very generous donating their science PPE equipment – over 900 pieces of PPE have been 
donated such as safety glasses, goggles and gloves. Some such as Accord MAT have even designed face shields and 
donated these to Mid-Yorkshire NHS Hospital Trust direct- 150 have been already made and delivered direct by Accord 
MAT to hospital staff. Accord MAT are now supplying visors to local care homes.”

We know that many of you are doing the same or supporting numerous charities too and we’d love to hear about that 
if you’d like to let us know, using the email addresses on the next page! It’s amazing what we can achieve when we 
work together!

Competition time!

Next week, Ossett Academy is inviting 
pupils to take part in a pebble art 
competition….

Pebble art has proven popular over 
recent years, with people decorating 
rocks and leaving them in public 
places for others to find. Given the 
current climate, people aren’t sharing 
their pebbles at the moment, but that 
isn’t stopping families having lots of 
fun decorating them!

We’d love to see your creations next 
week! Felt tip does the trick on 
lighter rocks, or if you want them 
to last longer outside, use acrylic 
paint coated with varnish for that 
extra layer of protection. Once 
decorated, just send your snaps to the 
appropriate email addresson the next 
page, before Friday 8 May!

https://accordmat.org/blog/2020/04/28/sleep


National updates
Keep informed about the government’s response 
to coronavirus here and check out the latest health 
information and advice here.

 

Find us on Social Media. . .

@AccordSixth

@HorburyAcademy

@OssettAcademy

Academy updates
Don’t forget you can find useful information, 
resources, advice and support on our Facebook 
and Twitter page so be sure to like those 
if you haven’t already. For more targeted 
communications, we will continue to use our 
usual methods of communication, alongside 
our academy website.

To contact us during this period of closure, 
please use techsupport@accordmat.org for 
any log in or IT queries. For anything else, 
please let us know using enquiries@horbury.
accordmat.org (for Horbury Academy), or 
enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org (for Ossett 
Academy), so that the right team can respond 
to your queries. You can also use Show My 
Homework to message class teachers.

Please be mindful, it may take us up to 72 
hours to respond, during school hours.
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And finally. . .
We wanted to take this opportunity to give families some reassurances during this difficult time.

Whilst we’re sure that, very much like our staff, you have developed a new structure and routine to your 
adapted working day, you can only do your best. Please do not worry or cause yourselves or families any 
unnecessary stress during this difficult time.

We appreciate that every pupil is working in very different circumstances and, as such, home learning 
may look different in each household and certainly very different to a classroom environment. We will 
continue to work with all pupils via Show My Homework to ensure that we make the process of home 
learning as straight forward as possible.

If you require any further support please do contact us using the email addresses above.

Until next week, stay safe and well and remember. . .we’re all in this together.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:enquiries%40horbury.accordmat.org%20?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40horbury.accordmat.org%20?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40ossett.accordmat.org?subject=

