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September 2020 

 
 

Tuesday 8 September saw the reopening of our Academy and it has been a pleasure to welcome back staff and pupils 
on to site. This series of FAQs is intended to provide all parents/carers with relevant updates/amendments now that 
the Academy has fully reopened. In addition to these questions and responses, we also ask that you continue to refer 
to the parent guidance provided by the Department of Education here: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/backtoschool 

 
In providing these FAQs, please be assured that the Academy Leadership Team has been working alongside other 
leaders across the Trust to co-ordinate our response to this situation. Our approach continues to be based on the 
following fundamental principles: 
 

• The safety of pupils and staff is paramount, including the consideration of the emotional and physical health 
implications arising from the pandemic and a return to the Academy. 

• This is a national crisis, that is affecting people’s lives in countless ways. Continuing to be supportive and 
compassionate to pupils, staff, families and communities in our response is vitally important. 

• We must maintain the confidence of parents in order to be successful in transitioning pupils back in to the 
Academy. 

• It is important that we continue to strive to provide all pupils with positive learning experiences, either on-site, 
and/or remotely. 

It is the intention to issue further FAQs on an as needs basis and in line with any Government announcements/changes 
to relevant guidance. 

1. Pupil Induction  
 

All pupils have completed a one-day induction on returning to the Academy, including setting out our 
expectations and guidance for on-site learning and behaviour. Below is a summary of the content. 

 
All year groups: 
• Remote Assembly – led by the Principal and viewed remotely by pupils via their form classrooms. 
• Tour – each year group has been talked through a typical Academy day and shown their areas, entrances 

and exits, lunch and toilet arrangements have also been confirmed. 
• Fire Evacuation – fire evacuation procedures have been explained. 
• Remote Learning – an introduction to the new Share Point area has been given and handouts provided. 
• Mask hygiene – not compulsory but a pupil can wear a mask should they wish to do so. 
• Work Tasks – pupils in Years 8, 9, 10, and 11 have been set work remotely from English, Maths and Science 

and this will be made available both on Show my Homework (SMH) and their new Sharepoint site. 
  

Year 7 only:  
• Year 7 induction packages – discussion and handouts have been facilitated for all Year 7 pupils on the 

topics that would usually have been covered on Transition Days. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


• Lunch Arrangements and Photos – pupils have been advised about the lunch arrangements at the 
Academy and have had their photo taken for Academy systems and identification.  

• End of week Induction Project – a summary task has been given to ensure pupils can evidence their 
understanding of their Induction week.  

 
2. Confirmation of Academy Arrangements 

• What do I do if my child is ill, but not showing Covid-19 symptoms?  

If your child is not feeling well (e.g. sniffles, cold, sore throat, sneezing) but does not have Covid-19 

symptoms, then it is at your discretion as a parent/carer to decide if your child is well enough to attend the 

Academy and is well enough to be able to manage their non Covid-19 symptoms in school in a manner that 

does not disrupt their learning.  

If a child has sickness or diarrhoea, then the normal protocols of remaining absent for 48 hours after the 

last episode apply. 

The Academy reserves the right to contact you during the Academy day if your child becomes ill and is not 

well enough to stay in the Academy. In these circumstances, pupils must be collected or return home.  

 

• Will Educational Visits and Peripatetic Music Lessons be starting soon?  
  

The Academy is focussing on the safe return to education for all pupils at this time. We will not be 
running any Educational Visits before October half term. An expected start date of visits is unfortunately, 
not yet known.  We are considering how visits may support the curriculum throughout the rest of the 
academic year within available guidance and safety considerations.   

  
We are also considering how we can safely facilitate pupils accessing peripatetic music lessons on site.  
  
Any future plans will be communicated to you in a specific letter as required.  

 

• Public transport arrangements 
 

If pupils are using public transport, they should continue to follow government guidelines to ensure they 
can travel safely on the network. 
 

• What are the arrangements for dropping off & collecting pupils from school? 
  

Here is a reminder of the new Academy day times for each year group:  
 
 

 
 

  

Year G roup   Start   Finish   

7   8:45 am   pm 3:00   

8   8:30 am   pm 2:45   

9   am 9:00   3:15 pm   
10   am 8:30   2:45 pm   

11   9:00 am   pm/3:45pm 3:15   

12 / 13   am 8:45   pm/4:00pm 3:00   



Ossett Academy  
 
Parents/carers who drop off and collect pupils by car are encouraged to do so either along Storrs Hill Road or by 
using the turning circle at the front of the Academy. Parents/carers should not enter the Academy car park to 
drop off or collect pupils.   
 

• What do I do if my child requires medication on site? 
   
Parents are encouraged to ensure that pupils requiring medication are provided with it outside of Academy 
hours. Where this is not possible medication can only be provided by the First Aider on site and must be stored 
securely within the first aid room. All medication should be in its original packaging and must be labelled correctly 
with information relating to the frequency and dosage required clearly visible. Pupils who use inhalers should 
provide a spare to be kept on site and one about their person.   
  
Pupils requiring medication on site will be escorted to the first aid room by a member of their year team. The 
First Aider will wash their hands before and after issuing medication. The First Aider issuing the medication will 
wear the correct PPE.  
  
Medication will be wiped with an anti-bacterial wipe both before and after it has been issued. All staff involved 
in first aid and/or administration of medicine have been given additional training.   

  

• What is acceptable to wear to keep warm on PE days?   
  

Please refer to the specific letter regarding PE days a copy of which can be found on the academy website under 
Parents/Letters at https://ossett.accordmat.org/parents-carers/letters/ 

  

• Can my child wear a face mask?  
  

Face masks can be used at pupil/staff member discretion or in line with Academy/Government guidance. Where 
a pupil or member of staff wishes to use a face mask the Academy expects that these are used in accordance with 
Government guidance in relation to hygiene protocols, and the safe application and removal of masks during the 
academy day.   

  
3. Covid 19 Management 

 
4. What do I do if my child has Covid-19 symptoms?  

 
If your child is unwell with any of the Covid-19 symptoms, no matter how mild, they must not attend the Academy 

under any circumstances.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

Main symptoms 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 

your temperature). 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual). 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


What to do if your child has symptoms 

 

If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home, do not send your child to the Academy and do not have visitors until they get their test result 

– only leave your home to have a test. 

 

Anyone they live with, including siblings and anyone in their support bubble, must also stay at home until they get 

their result. 

 

You should let the Academy know the result of your test.  

 

If you do not tell us the result of the test, your child will not be able to attend the Academy until the end of their 

isolation period (either 10 or 14 days). 

 

The same process applies if anyone in your household or support bubble has a Covid 19 test. Anyone they live 

with, and anyone in their support bubble, must also stay at home until they get their result. 

 

5. If my child receives a negative test result can they return to the Academy? 

 

Please contact the Academy in this circumstance. The current guidance is that if a child has had a test because 

they have Covid 19 symptoms, and it is negative, they can return to the Academy. 

 

However, if your household is self-isolating because you have been told to do so by Track and Trace or because 

someone in the household has had a positive test, then the child must continue to self- isolate for the rest of the 

isolation period regardless of a negative test. 

 

• What do I do if my child has been told to self-isolate by Track and Trace? 

 

Anyone who is told to self- isolate through Track and Trace must complete a full 14-day period of self-isolation, 

regardless of the result of any test.   

 

• If my child is self-isolating because of close contact, can their siblings attend school?   

Yes. ‘Contacts of contacts’ do not need to self-isolate, so unless the child themselves develops symptoms, their 

siblings can continue to attend school as normal.   

• If a parent is self-isolating because of close contact with a case outside the household, but the children have not 

been in contact with the case, can they still attend school?   

Yes. The children are only ‘contacts of contacts’, so unless the parent develops symptoms they can attend school 

as normal and do not need to self-isolate.   

• What do I need to do if someone in my child’s class or bubble goes for a test? 

The Academy is only required to undertake a formal risk assessment on pupils and staff being asked to self-isolate 

if there is a confirmed positive test. At this time, the Academy will work with the local Public Health Team in terms 

of a response and parents/carers of children affected by any actions will be contacted directly.  

• What will happen if there is a Covid-19 case in the Academy?  
 

If the Academy is made aware of a confirmed positive Covid-19 case, through pupils, parents/carers, staff, visitors 

or through Track and Trace, the Academy will report this to the local Public Health Team, who will liaise with the 

Academy in terms of the response and required actions.  

 



Pupils, parents/carers and staff who might be directly impacted upon by the case will be contacted directly and 

immediately by the Academy will be notified of any specific action that needs to be taken.  

 

Should we have a positive case we will of course follow the advice given by track and trace in line with the 

guidance. 

 

At all other times, we ask parents and carers to note that there is not a confirmed case within the Academy. 

 

6. What will happen if Wakefield goes into local lockdown?  

Further communications would be issued should there be a National Government Intervention (Lockdown). This 

is the current guidance as to the Government approach. 

This guidance will only apply if National Government Intervention applies to Wakefield. If you live in another area 

(e.g. Kirklees, Leeds) and they are subject to National Government Intervention, the current guidance is that you 

should continue to attend the Academy as normal. 

 

National Government 

Intervention 

(Lockdown) 

Secondary Primary 

Tier 1 

• Academy will remain open. 
• Face coverings should be worn by adults 

and pupils when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained.  

• Academy will remain open.  
• Face coverings should be worn by 

adults when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such 
as in corridors and communal areas 
where social distancing cannot easily 
be maintained.  

Tier 2 

• Rota model combining on-site provision 
with remote learning. 

• On-site emergency provision will be in 
place for vulnerable children and young 
people, and the children of critical 
workers 

• Face coverings should be worn by adults 
and pupils when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained.  

• Academy will remain open.  
• Face coverings should be worn by 

adults when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such 
as in corridors and communal areas 
where social distancing cannot easily 
be maintained.  

Tier 3 

• Remote learning.   
• On-site emergency provision will be in 

place for vulnerable children and young 
people, and the children of critical 
workers 

• Face coverings should be worn by adults 
and pupils when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained.  

• Academy will remain open.  
• Face coverings should be worn by 

adults when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such 
as in corridors and communal areas 
where social distancing cannot easily 
be maintained.  

  



Tier 4 

• Remote learning.   
• On-site emergency provision will be in 

place for vulnerable children and young 
people, and the children of critical 
workers 

• Face coverings should be worn by adults 
and pupils when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where 
social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained.  

• Remote learning.   
• On-site emergency provision will be in 

place for vulnerable children and 
young people, and the children of 
critical workers 

• Face coverings should be worn by 
adults when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such 
as in corridors and communal areas 
where social distancing cannot easily be 
maintained.   

 

 

7. How do I contact the Academy if I have a query that is not covered in these FAQ’s?  

Please contact the Academy on 01924 232820 or by email to enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org  
 
 

 

 
 


