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On behalf of pupils, staff and governors, I
am delighted to be able to welcome you to
Ossett Academy.

opportunity at the academy. We believe that
pupils who regularly participate in
enrichment opportunities go on to be well
rounded individuals who are supported to
lead enjoyable and fulfilling lives.

Our academy has gained a reputation for
excellence that is best evidenced in the
outcomes that pupils achieve across all
aspects of academy life. Our strong tradition
of success is built on a firm foundation of
personalised pastoral care, ensuring a climate
for learning that is calm, well ordered and
secure. We recognise the hard work and
efforts of pupils in their lessons and their
learning.

Whilst supporting our pupils to be the very
best learners is our primary focus, the
development of our community is also an
extremely important feature of our work. It
is Ossett Academy’s key priority to ensure
that we have very positive relationships with
parents and carers in order to fully support
the learning of all young people.

Academic success is only one part of our
story. At Ossett Academy we have an
excellent track record of high levels of pupil
achievement in the context of a broad and
balanced curriculum. Here at Ossett we offer
and actively encourage our pupils to engage
in a wide range of enrichment activities, from
creative writing workshops to becoming
sports leaders, there really is an explosion of

We understand that partnership and
collaboration is an important aspect to the
on-going development of schools and
academies and with this in mind, we continue
to play a key role alongside our primary
pyramid as a member of the Education
Ossett Community Trust (EOCT), striving to
provide world-class opportunities for the
community of Ossett, and supporting young

people aged 3 to 18 to develop a lifelong
passion for learning, across a range of
experiences.
To further formalise our partnerships and
collaborative work with other schools, we
work alongside Horbury Academy, Horbury
Primary Academy and Middlestown Primary
Academy as part of the Accord Multi
Academy Trust. This remains an exciting
development for the academy and the vision
of our partnership is that the Accord Multi
Academy Trust will enhance both our
practice and knowledge of learning across
primary and secondary education, whilst also
providing access for pupils and staff to an
even better range of opportunities in order
to achieve excellence.
I am extremely proud to lead Ossett
Academy and to work alongside such a
talented body of pupils and staff, who are
fully committed to working as a team. This
really is a fantastic place with unlimited

potential, and I am certain that when you
visit, you will undoubtedly be impressed.

SAMANTHA BROOME
P R I N C I PA L ,
OSSETT ACADEMY

Key Stage 3
Ossett Academy has a broad and balanced curriculum providing an educational experience for pupils
to equip themselves with the skills and competencies for lifelong learning. The curriculum offers three
years’ study at key stage 3 for pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9; this is designed to support the transition from
junior schools and to enable pupils to become independent learners. All pupils in these year groups
study English, Maths, Science, a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish), Humanities, Physical
Education, Visual and Performing Arts, Technology, and Computer Science. In Life, part of the Humanities
curriculum, pupils study a wide range of subject matter including topics relating to personal, social, health
and economic education and Religious Studies. We believe that this range of subjects allows our
youngest pupils to develop their inquiring and creative minds, setting important foundations for their
future education whilst developing key literacy and numeracy skills and creating a passion for learning.
Key Stage 4
Our pupils begin studying key stage 4 (KS4) from Year 10. The curriculum at key stage 4 aims to
maximise opportunities for success and personalisation. There are a number of routes or Pathways
possible and these offer a range of accredited qualifications at Entry Level, GCSE and BTEC. KS4 Pupils
and parents/carers are supported by academy staff offering specialist information, advice and guidance
to select their choice of subjects. Pupils are able to choose from a number of options including (but not
limited to) specialist subjects such as Photography, Product Design, Health & Social Care, Citizenship
and Business. We strongly believe our offer provides opportunities for pupils to learn beyond
boundaries of individual subjects and the confines of the classroom.
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In English, our key stage three curriculum is
broad, ambitious and engaging across all
three years. It allows pupils to continue to
develop the skills they have learned at key
stage two and to learn new skills of analysis,
evaluation, deeper thinking and debate.
Not only will pupils develop their reading,
writing and oracy skills, they will also have
the opportunity to expand their cultural
capital and understanding of the wider
world around them. We believe that this is
what makes this curriculum a really solid
foundation for both GCSE English
Language and GCSE English Literature.

The key stage three maths curriculum has
three core aims; to secure knowledge from
key stage two and close gaps, to introduce
algebra as a tool for generalisation and
modelling, and to gradually develop
problem solving across a range of
mathematical domains. The three-year
course covers a broad range of
mathematical content, whilst granting the
time to study new concepts in depth as
pupils are newly introduced to them.

Our key stage three Science curriculum is
sequenced to best support pupils in
gaining the knowledge and skills they will
need to be successful scientists. It largely
takes a chronological approach, starting
with fundamental concepts in conjunction
with key skills, all taught within wider world
(real life application) scenarios.

Our broad and balanced key stage three
curriculum focusses initially on local
Geography, before the UK as a whole, then
finally finishing with a World Tour to show
pupils some of the weird and wonderful
places they will study further up the
academy.

Throughout key stage three, pupils will
study a range of whole texts, poetry,
descriptive
and
narrative
writing,
Shakespeare, transactional writing and
speaking and listening, including formal
presentations and debates.

OUR
CURRICULUM

Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to
introduce new ideas only once
prerequisite
knowledge
is
secure.
Fundamental aspects of number and
operations are the starting point, with
enrichment and extension for those pupils
who are already confident.

Units taught across the years build upon
each other in order to support pupils’
understanding of key ideas and the gaining
of experimental confidence, with essential
maths skill development woven into the
programme. Initially we provide pupils with
instructions on the basic requirements for
experiments and investigations which, over
time, develops to support all pupils to be
able to tackle problems and conduct
experiments with confidence.

Year 8 explores “Europe and Plate
Tectonics,” before looking in turn at; Asia
and Population, Africa, Resources and
Development and Northern Europe’s
Physical Landscapes. To conclude this year,
pupils learn how to investigate
geographical issues in a practical way
through their first round of fieldwork.
Year 9 sees pupils looking at some of the
big global issues shaping the 21st century
before looking at sustainable living spaces,
encompassing a second round of fieldwork.
Sustainability is then explored again
through a focus on the “evolution of
pollution” before finishing with a look at
resourcing the future, with a specific focus
on the rainforest and desert biomes.
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In key stage three History at Ossett
Academy, pupils will learn about the rich
history
of
Britain, studying
the
chronological story of developments and
our connections with others across the
world. Pupils will also study significant
aspects of the history of the wider world
such as the nature of ancient civilisations
and the expansion and dissolution of
empires.

Year 7’s Life curriculum covers the three
monotheistic religions; Islam, Christianity
and Judaism, allowing pupils to study their
rich history, beliefs and practices. This is
mirrored in Year 8 with the study of
Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism.

Our key stage three French and Spanish
curricula are centred around developing
confident linguists who are able to
manipulate the language they are taught in
multiple contexts. The curriculum is
designed with grammar and key language
skills (listening, reading, writing, speaking,
translating) at its core, which pupils explore
and apply through varied contexts. We
believe that designing our curriculum
around developing these fundamental and
transferrable skills creates strong and
confident language learners who have the
tools they need to be successful linguists.

At key stage three we’ve developed the
curriculum to ensure it’s broad, ambitious
and creates the best computer scientists of
the future. The structure will allow pupils to
develop an excellent foundation in both
practical and theoretical aspects of
computer science, including the safe use of
IT, basic programming, games development,
website creation, spreadsheets and
graphics. In order to support pupils, the
practical skills will be developed across the
three years, building in complexity and
challenge. Pupils can also engage in our
computer science club and various
competitions across the year!

At key stage three we encourage pupils’
artistic creativity which involves the
understanding of form, genre and style as
well as the creation of imagined characters
and situations within a designated space.
Pupils work collaboratively, trusting others
by sharing thoughts and being open – and
in return being respectful through
constructive criticism.

In key stage three Music lessons, we focus
on performing, composing and listening.
These foundation stones support our
pupils in developing their musical potential
by investigating a wide range of musical
styles from classical and traditional music
to popular and world music. Our
departmental ethos, ‘learn through doing’
gives our pupils a wide range of
opportunities to experience these musical
genres in a variety of practical activities
using instruments and music technology.

History is more than just a knowledge of
the past and pupils at Ossett will study
historical concepts such as continuity and
change, cause and consequence, similarity,
difference and significance, and use them to
make connections and draw contrasts
between different eras and societies in the
past. Pupils also learn to how to engage in
historical enquiry, including how evidence
is used rigorously, how interpretations of
the past have been arrived at and
constructing supported judgements.

Year 9 focuses on ethics and philosophy,
looking at big moral and ethical issues in
our world and how the six main religions,
as well as other groups, approach these
issues.
The life curriculum at key stage three is
sequenced to best support learners, largely
taking a chronological approach - looking
at a religion’s history before moving onto
beliefs and practices.

We believe this combination of theory
alongside the development of practical
skills provides a rich and engaging
curriculum for our pupils.

In order to support practical skills, pupils
partake in a weekly practical lesson,
consisting of research, development,
performance and evaluation. Pupils also
explore technical elements and get a taste
of what it’s like to be a professional actor.
We believe a combination of theory
alongside practical activities provides a rich
engaging curriculum for all pupils.

Pupils already learning to play a musical
instrument may continue at Ossett
Academy and there are lots of
opportunities to play in concerts and
music clubs.
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Our key stage three Art curriculum allows
pupils to develop their practical skills,
exploring the core formal elements of Art
including; line, shape, texture, form, space,
colour, value, mark making and materiality.

Our key stage three Technology curriculum
allows pupils to develop their practical
skills, exploring ‘design and make’ projects
in which a variety of products are made.

We have a high-quality physical education
curriculum inspiring all pupils to
experience competitive sport and other
physically-demanding activities. It provides
opportunities for pupils to become
physically confident in a way which
supports their health and fitness. Pupils will
have opportunities to compete in sport
and other activities which build character
and help to embed values such as fairness
and respect.

Our key stage three Food Technology
curriculum allows pupils to explore
nutrition, food sources, food science, and
international cuisine; all supporting
practical cookery skills, providing a broad
understanding of where ingredients come
from and how to prepare them safely and
hygienically.

Alongside
this, pupils
will
have
opportunities to discover the rich cultural
and social values of both contemporary
and historical artists and their works. Our
mission is to build confidence and skill in
the basic principles of Art and Design
through a range of projects. The lessons
are taught in engaging classrooms with staff
that are experts in this area.

In Year 7 the focus is on designing to a brief
and working safely in a workshop to make
concepts and ideas a reality. Working with
both wood and acrylic allows pupils to
develop their understanding of materials
and their properties and learn how to use
the appropriate tools and equipment.
In Year 8 pupils will continue to explore
these areas whilst developing a greater
understanding of materials and techniques.
This will allow pupils to develop a wider
repertoire of practical skills and expand
their appreciation of designers and the use
of technology.
In Year 9 pupils will continue to build on
previous learning and expand their
understanding. This year’s projects and
products produced require more rigor,
preparing pupils for the next stage of their
educational pathway.

We believe the combination of theory
alongside the development of practical
skills provides a rich and engaging
curriculum for our pupils and allows
greater understanding of the values of a
healthy lifestyle physically and mentally.

In Year 7 the focus is on building practical
skills, understanding hygiene and bacteria,
and why people choose to eat different
foods based on moral and ethical issues.
In Year 8, pupils learn about the nutrients
contained in different food groups and the
sources and production of some of our
main ingredients such as flour, dairy and
rice.
Year 9’s learning concentrates on diet,
health and jobs that are available within the
catering industry.
All year groups prepare and cook a variety
of predominantly savoury recipes that they
could practise at home, developing
cooking as a life skill.

Pupils with special educational
needs or disabilities also have
the opportunity to study a
broad and balanced curriculum,
alongside receiving the support
that they require to reach their
full potential. We strive to
support
pupils
both
academically and socially, and to
meet their individual needs.

Pupils are supported by a dedicated and specialist team of
teaching and associate staff. Our staff have high expectations of
themselves and of pupils; are enthusiastic and encouraged to
drive pupils to aim high and achieve the very best that they can.
We encourage pupils to excel at working in groups and to work
independently.
Pupils receive regular homework. The aim of setting pupils
homework is to improve learning through the experience of
self-study, using initiative and building up resilience.
The academy will provide opportunities to:
• learn independently of the teacher
• practise skills learnt in the classroom
• complete learning started in the classroom
• experience meeting of deadlines in preparation for Post 16
study and lifelong skills
• re-visit past learning to consolidate knowledge in preparing
for examinations.

"Ossett Academy offers
focused support; the teachers
really want to help you and
see you succeed"
KATIE SAVILLE
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Ossett Academy strives to provide a safe and friendly environment for all with a positive and
caring ethos. The academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people. We are focused not only on supporting our pupils in their
aspirations and academic goals, but also on their personal well-being and safety.
A highly dedicated and trained team of pastoral staff will work with your child’s teachers to
ensure that they are supported through their academic career at Ossett Academy. This team
is comprised of Pastoral Year Leaders, an Education Welfare Officer, an Attendance Officer, a
Child Protection Officer and a Mental Health Support Worker. Our recent Ofsted report
states “Quite rightly, safeguarding is a priority for all staff. The leaders entrusted with
safeguarding matters act quickly, and with tenacity, to address any issues that arise.” Children
will be taken seriously and supported if they seek help from a member of staff.
Pupils are supported through a range of bespoke provision within the academy and from
external providers. Led by Assistant Principal and Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Mrs
Gayle Rowe; the Safeguarding Team work together to ensure that any concerns regarding
pupil safety are addressed swiftly and endeavour to work in partnership with families
wherever possible. The academy takes concerns regarding bullying extremely seriously and
combats this using a range of strategies.
When your child joins Ossett Academy, their form tutor will continue to support their
transition, whilst also reinforcing expectations. We know that bullying is a common concern
around pupils as they transition to secondary school, in response all pupils receive education
and awareness about bullying and how to respond to it should it occur. We ask that our
parents/carers read the academy’s anti-bullying policy which explains the steps taken to tackle
bullying.

PARTICIPATION
AND LEADERSHIP
At Ossett Academy, we strive to ensure that pupils have opportunities to develop and
flourish beyond their academic studies, in order to prepare them for success in the future.
We aim to develop confident lifelong learners
who are well-equipped to achieve success in all
aspects of life after school. Pupils have the
opportunity to have their say and be involved in
shaping their education, learning and environment.
This is through pupil voice and activities such as;
being a form representative, becoming part of the
Pupil Council, Peer Mentors, Sports Leaders and
the Pupil Leadership Team. This means that our
pupils have opportunities to take part in the
recruitment process for all new staff, are involved
in planning menus for the kitchen facilities and
offer, and are able to present their development
ideas to the Senior Leadership Team and
Governors of the academy. We want pupils to feel
they have opportunities to have their say, are
consulted on key changes or proposals, and are
able to see an impact in having done so.
We believe that a busy pupil is a successful pupil
and to support this the academy has an

extra-curricular timetable which can be found on
the academy website. There are opportunities for
pupils to get involved on a daily basis; these include
sporting clubs, such as football, hockey,
trampolining, rounders, and rugby. There are
opportunities in music, such as; choir, ukulele
group, guitar club, and other clubs including;
cookery club, art clubs, drama, ICT clubs,
photography, film club, and many more. There is
also the opportunity for pupils to use the facilities
in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) at the end
of the academy day, during break or lunch times.
Every department across the academy offers
some educational visits in order to extend pupils
learning, and their experiences.

We are also hugely committed to
ensuring parents/carers are able to
contribute to academy life and have their
views and feedback considered. There are
several opportunities throughout the
academic year for the academy to work
with
parents/carers
and
it
is
acknowledged that this is an ongoing and
important aspect of our work. We run
Parents’ Forum Meetings, Parents
Consultation
Evenings,
Supporting
Success Evenings and a range of other
academy daytime and evening events to
ensure parents/carers are fully informed,
involved and provided with opportunity
to observe showcases of our pupils’ talent.
The academy produces a weekly
newsletter, ‘Weekly Roundup’, published
on the academy website, providing details
of pupil successes, academy priorities /
activities and news stories. Our aim is to
provide
opportunities
for
all
parents/carers to learn how best to
support their child’s education, provide
avenues for consultation and feedback,
and communication channels to discuss
examples of pupil successes and where
required any concerns..

ENCOURAGEMENT
AND SUPPORT
STANDARDS FOR SUCCESS
Ossett Academy has high expectations in terms of standards of behaviour and
presentation from all of our pupils, underpinned by firm policies and
procedures which ensure all pupils and staff are aware of the consistent
standards required. We expect that pupils behave in a respectful and tolerant
way to staff, each other and the local community. We encourage positive
relationships, supporting one another and knowing each other well. We often
receive excellent feedback from visitors about pupils’ conduct and manners,
both around the site and on educational visits.
We expect pupils to be smart and take pride in their appearance,
demonstrating their respect and readiness to learn as part of the academy
community. We expect all pupils to arrive at the academy on time and in line
with our standards and expectations; including wearing the correct uniform,
demonstrating they have their pupil planner with them and the required
equipment every day.

"Ossett offers extra curricular
activities and ensures pupils and
parents are informed and involved
in all aspects of Academy life"
B ETHAN Y STEVEN SON

SUPPORTING SUCCESS
The academy rewards pupils for going
above and beyond in their studies and
pupils are rewarded for their hard work
and dedication with a series of events
taking place each term. Each ‘Rewarding
Success’ event or activity is different and
focuses on a range of aspects of academy
life.
We have an excellent careers provision
for our pupils, led by the academy Careers
Advisor, who works with our pupils
throughout all year groups to instil high
aspirations throughout their school career,
from Year 7 through to Post 16 and
beyond. This provision includes; one to
one discussions, assemblies, career fairs,
external speakers from industry and work
and university visits. These all aim to
engage pupils in their chosen career paths.
Our track record for pupils gaining places
at the university of their choice and in
employment and training is excellent.

FURTHER INFORMATION
WHAT IF I CHOOSE TO COME TO OSSETT ACADEMY?
There are a range of events and activities throughout the year which aim to support the transition to
secondary school for both pupils and parents/carers.
We have our Virtual Open Evening in the Autumn term. This provides an initial opportunity to virtually
tour the academy and hear from key staff. For pupils joining us in Year 7, we have an experienced
Assistant Principal leading on Transition, to ensure that pupils make a positive start at Ossett Academy.
Primary pupils across the Education Ossett Community Trust (EOCT) have a range of opportunities to
visit the academy in preparation for transition. Pupils attend sporting events, drama/music performances,
pupil conferences, EOCT events and some science lessons.

WILL I GET A PLACE?
Ossett Academy is a hugely popular, oversubscribed secondary academy. Our annual intake for Year 7
pupils is currently 310 pupils.
Once pupils have received confirmation of their place at Ossett Academy, they have a taster experience
in the summer term. They will be introduced to their Form Tutor and subject teachers and see what
lessons are like.
Full details of our Admissions Policy can be found on the academy website, under ‘The Academy’ tab,
Policies section at www.ossett.accordmat.org.
Please also refer to our Transition Guide under the ‘Parents’ tab of the website for a more detailed
insight into the academy’ approach to the transition from primary to secondary education and the
support on offer.

WELCOME FROM THE
ACCORD MULTI-ACADEMY TRUST
We are delighted that you are considering an academy within the Accord Multi Academy Trust for your
child. The four founding Accord Academies are Horbury Primary Academy, Horbury Academy,
Middlestown Primary Academy and Ossett Academy.
You will find that each Accord Academy retains its own unique character, ethos and vision. What unites
us in one accord, however, is our shared drive to create an outstanding learning community in each of our
academies, for all of our pupils. We believe our cross phase MAT enables us to do that. We hope you
agree and we look forward to welcoming you.
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