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23 October 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As we near the end of our first term with all pupils back in the Academy following the national Lockdown in March, I 
wanted to take an opportunity to share with you an overview of how our first weeks of this academic year have gone. 
I want to begin by saying thank you for the continued support of all parents and carers at this very challenging time.  

Coronavirus Cases 

As parents will be aware from my regular communications this half term, Ossett Academy has experienced a number 
of positive coronavirus cases within our school community. I understand that these cases may have caused many pupils 
and parents/carers concern. As I have outlined in my communications to parents/carers following each case, the work 
undertaken when we receive a positive coronavirus case in the Academy, is under the direction of both Public Health 
England and our Local Health Protection Team in West Yorkshire. Despite the number of confirmed coronavirus cases 
we have dealt with this half term, the Local Health Protection Team have reviewed each of our cases and advised me 
that these are due to the increasing rates of infection within the community, rather than transmission between pupils 
within the Academy. In addition to this, the advisor completed a review of our risk assessment and operational plans 
(how we organise and run each Academy day). She described our actions in relation to managing positive cases of 
coronavirus as exemplary and said the Academy staff were doing a ‘sterling job’ implementing the risk assessment on 
a daily basis. This gives me the confidence that the measures we have in place in our risk assessment are working to 
reduce any further transmission of the virus amongst our pupils and staff. These steps, alongside our work tracking and 
tracing pupils who have been in close contact with a confirmed case, have allowed us to limit the spread of the virus 
within the Academy. Once again, I would like to thank all parents and staff for their support in our efforts on this front.  

Supporting the Academy to reduce the transmission of the virus 

As an Academy we have worked hard to ensure that we mitigate the risk of transmitting the virus amongst our pupils 
and staff members. We have worked closely with all pupils to ensure that they understand the ways in which they can 
reduce the risk to themselves and their families both inside the Academy and out in the community. In order to continue 
this work after half term I would ask that all parents support the Academy with the following: 

• Ensuring pupils do not attend the Academy if they have coronavirus symptoms or someone in the household is 
experiencing coronavirus symptoms. In line with government guidance pupils and their household members 
must self-isolate during this period of time.  

• Providing the Academy evidence, via email, where a pupil who has been self-isolating due to symptoms, has 
received a negative test result. 

• Ensuring all pupils arrive into the Academy with a facemask every day. These need to be worn on entry to the 
Academy and in all communal spaces.  

• Ensure pupils have their colour coded lanyard with them and are wearing these around their neck so they are 
highly visible. These are essential in allowing staff to quickly identify that pupils are in their correct year group 
zone. Where pupils misplace their lanyards a charge of £1 will be made to parents for the replacement of the 
lanyard. 

• Ensure pupils arrive at the correct time and do not attend site earlier than their year group arrival time. 



 
 

If, during the half term break, your child tests positive for coronavirus please ensure you make contact with the Academy 

at enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org as our track and trace work will continue over the half term break as and when 

required.  

Remote Learning 

Where pupils have been asked to self-isolate, I am pleased that we have been able to support pupils with learning 
remotely. Our use of Microsoft Teams as a platform for setting work for pupils has meant that they have had access to 
the lessons and work being delivered on site. Moving forward all remote learners who are self-isolating will be 
supported via a live daily tutor session with a ‘virtual form tutor.’ So far in Years 10 and 11 we have piloted this process 
and these sessions have been well attended and have allowed pupils to stay in touch with the Academy. As we progress 
into next term we will continue to work to further develop our remote learning systems. 

Pupils following our Health and Safety guidance 
 
Across the course of this half term we have worked regularly with our pupils to support them to understand how they 
can remain safe during this pandemic both inside and outside the Academy. I am incredibly proud of the way the vast 
majority of our pupils have shown amazing levels of maturity and responsibility in relation to working together to stay 
safe. Without hesitation, our pupils have quickly become used to regular hand sanitisation; the wearing of face masks 
and colour coded lanyards; the requirement to remain in specified Academy spaces within their year group zones as 
well as their new staggered arrival and dismissal from site. Our pupils’ full support and compliance with these and other 
new Academy safety procedures, has meant we have been able to reduce the risks of transmitting the virus. Our pupils 
have shown that they are resilient, able to adapt to new, often challenging circumstances and take responsibility for 
the safety of themselves and others. I would like to thank all of our pupils for making such a fantastic and safe return 
to the Academy this term. I am incredibly proud of them. 

Positive Recognition 

In light of this positive return, alongside the superb work many of our pupils continue to do both in the Academy and 
remotely, our positive recognition system is still in full operation. Pupils are continuing to be recognised with star 
stamps in their planners and their names on the classroom ‘above and beyond’ boards. As we move towards Christmas, 
we will ensure that our pupils continue to receive the recognition they deserve in our positive recognition events. Whilst 
these events may be different to those in previous years, due to health and safety restrictions, I want to ensure that 
our pupils continue to be celebrated and recognised for their outstanding efforts. I will be in touch next half term to 
provide parents and carers with further details on our end of term positive recognition events. 

Children who require additional support at this time 

There is no doubt about it, these are difficult times, and whilst the majority of our pupils have been able to cope with 
the impact coronavirus has had on our lives both outside and inside the Academy, I am aware that there are a number 
of children who have found this very difficult. If you believe that your child requires further support with their mental 
health and well-being during these unprecedented times, please contact the Academy for support. Our Pastoral Year 
Leaders and Year Zone Teams, will be able to offer support to children that is personalised to each child.  

Supporting our Standards for Success 

When we return from our half term holiday, we will be revisiting with all pupils our expectations in terms of standards. 
These include the very basic expectations we have always had around uniform and being ready to learn. Ensuring the 
Academy remains a safe place for all of our pupils and staff, where pupils are still able to engage in high quality learning, 
remains our key priority this term. As such the wasted time spent dealing with uniform and issues with pupils’ 
preparedness for learning acts to detract from this focus. I would ask all parents to support us in this work by ensuring 
pupils are properly prepared for the day ahead wearing the correct uniform and are ready to learn without distraction. 

Finally, I would like to wish all of our pupils, parents and carers a safe and relaxing half term holiday. I am in no doubt 
that coronavirus will continue to present us all with challenges in the coming weeks and months, but please rest assured 
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that I will work alongside the staff in the Academy to ensure we take all necessary steps to keep the Academy open 
while ever it remains safe to do so, and your children as safe as possible here on Academy site.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 
 


