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11 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Christmas and New Year Update 
 
As the end of our first term draws to a close, I wanted to take the opportunity to write to parents/carers and provide 
some updates and information for the New Year. This term has presented us all with a variety of real challenges due to 
the on-going coronavirus pandemic. I would like to thank all parents, carers and pupils for their on-going support during 
this difficult time. When we return to the Academy in January our coronavirus restrictions will continue to be in place 
with some minor adjustments to our operational plan. I hope that this letter provides you with useful key information 
about our return to the Academy alongside some of our highlights this term. 
 
Christmas Closure - A change to the original calendared date 
 
The Academy will be maintaining its normal curriculum for pupils until the end of the day on Thursday 17 December 
2020.  This is a change to the original planned end of term date and is in response to the recent Government guidance 
issued to schools this week.  
 
This guidance included the following information: 
 

• School and college leaders are being asked to undertake contact tracing, for six days after the end of term. 

• If schools and colleges close to pupils after Thursday 17 December, this means that the six-day contact tracing 
window will finish on Wednesday 23 December. If they remain open until the 18 December the contact tracing 
window will finish on Thursday 24 December.  

• Schools can make Friday 18 December an INSET day to avoid the requirement for contact tracing on Christmas 
Eve and the potential disruption to families within their community on Christmas Eve. 

• Any lost teaching time as a result of 18 December now being designated as an INSET day must be made up at 
another point in the current academic year. 

 
Considering the above guidance, Friday 18 December will now be taken as an INSET day and as such pupils should not 
attend the Academy on this date. This INSET day will replace the INSET day that was calendared to take place on 12 
February 2021. The 12 February 2021 will now be a normal Academy day where the Academy is open to all pupils.  
 
Following the Christmas break, the Academy will reopen to pupils for the Spring Term on Monday 4 January 2021. It is 
our expectation that all pupils who are fit and well will remain in full attendance up to and including the last day of term 
(Thursday 17 December). As a reminder, pupils should remain at home if they have any of the coronavirus symptoms 
or if any member of their household has symptoms. 
 
Upcoming dates for your diary 
 
Thursday 17 December 2020 – Christmas Break (please note this represents a change to the originally published date) 
Monday 4 January 2021 – Academy re-opens 
Friday 12 February 2021 – Half Term (please note this now represents a change to the originally published date) 
Monday 22 February 2021 – Academy re-opens 



 
 

The reporting of positive coronavirus cases into the Academy during the Christmas break  
 
As described above the government has asked schools to continue to support contact tracing for a period of 6 days 
from the start of the Christmas break. This 6 day period includes Friday 18 December (which is now designated as an 
INSET day) through to Wednesday 23 December. Further details on how this contact tracing will be managed by the 
academy will be provided in a separate letter to all parents/carers next week.  
 
Changes to Academy operations from January  
 
From January we have changed the staggered start and end times to the day for our Year 10 and 11 pupils. By making 
this change we believe we are able to best support our Year 11 pupils with additional intervention in preparation for 
their examinations this summer.  Outlined in the table below shows the new start and end times for those year groups. 
For all other year groups please note that the start and end times remain the same: 
 

Year group  Start time End time Entry point Revised entry/exit 

11 8.30 am 2.45 pm (3.45pm 
following P7 
Intervention) 

The alley way Science ramp 

10 9.00 am 3.15 pm The main drive/The 
Street 

Science ramp 

 
Academy Uniform 
 
As we return to the Academy in January colleagues will continue to make daily checks on pupils’ uniform. It is important 
that our pupils return to the Academy in the correct uniform (including appropriate footwear). This is particularly 
important in relation to the Academy skirt. It has come to our attention this term that pupils are choosing to wear non-
Academy skirts that are not suitable. This term our Pastoral Year Leaders (PYL’s) have worked to identify these pupils 
and will communicate with parents/carers on an individual basis about the need to replace this item. As we return to 
the Academy in January, it is my full expectation that all pupils attend wearing the correct uniform. 
 
Further to this, I would also like to stress to pupils and parents/carers that pupils must not return to the Academy 
wearing jewellery or having had any piercings that are not able to be removed. Additionally, the wearing of false nails 
or false eyelashes, fake tan and excessive make up is also not allowed. Where pupils are found to be in breach of these 
standards appropriate sanctions will be put in place. I would kindly request that all parents/carers support the Academy 
in ensuring our standards for success are adhered to. If you require any further details regarding this please refer to 
our website https://www.ossett.accordmat.org/parents-carers/uniform 
 
Pre Public Examinations 
 
Our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils sat a full suite of pre public examinations in November to help them prepare for their 
GCSE and A level exams at the end of the academic year. I am incredibly proud of the way our pupils conducted 
themselves throughout this process and given a number of pupils did their examinations remotely, they should be 
commended for their efforts.  Our pupils who attended examinations on site went into their examinations and really 
tried their best. We understand how difficult it is for our pupils who are due to take their examinations, and our work 
this term, and when we return in January, will very much focus on giving these pupils the very best level of support and 
intervention to be successful in the summer.   
  
Parent Forum and Academy Communications 
 
Our first ‘Virtual’ Parent Forum meeting of the year took place on Tuesday 1 December 2020. The evening focused on 
the Academy’s response to the coronavirus pandemic and our remote learning package. I would like to thank all the 



 
 

parents/carers who attended the meeting; I look forward to more parents/carers joining this group as the year 
progresses and I am hopeful our next meetings can be held on the Academy site and not virtually.  
 
There are now some improvements that we are making with the communication that is issued to you through the My 
Child at School (MCAS) phone app.  From 4 January 2021 you will receive additional notices about behaviour and 
attendance via the MCAS app. At 4pm each day the behaviour log of each pupil will be updated and you will receive 
notifications of any positive or negative events that your child has been rewarded or sanctioned for during that day. 
This will be updated in the form of a list of individual incidents on the app. If you click on one of these incidents you will 
receive additional information such as the teacher who logged the incident and the subject where it happened as well 
as the outcome.   
 
Attendance will also be updated on a daily basis which will come in three different forms of information. The first update 
will be when the morning and afternoon register has been taken and will inform you whether your child is present or 
absent. Please note that the afternoon mark will not be updated until later on in the afternoon. The second update will 
be a pie chart of your child’s attendance for that year to date. The final update will be a monthly view of which days 
your child attended the Academy and which days they were absent during that month.    
 
We hope that this information will be a useful tool for you to keep as up to date as possible with regards to your child’s 
behaviour and attendance. If you have any questions about this update, please contact 
enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org     
 
Positive Recognition 
 
As we reach the end of term our Positive Recognition plans are well underway. We are recognising a number of pupils 
this term for a variety of different reasons. Pupils will be recognised for going above and beyond in relation to the 
following things: 

• Learning in the classroom 

• Remote learning 

• Going above and beyond in support of others during the coronavirus pandemic.  
 
Adverse Weather Conditions 
 
As we move into the winter months, I wanted to ensure all parents/carers understand our Academy closure procedures. 
Whilst we would always try to remain open to pupils and staff sometimes adverse weather conditions make this 
impossible. This is due to the nature of our Academy site which can become treacherous during significant periods of 
snow and cold temperatures. This can present a risk to the safety of pupils and staff. In the event of a closure for pupils, 
we will communicate our intentions via our text messaging service, MCAS, the Academy website, Facebook and Twitter, 
as well as providing updates on Greatest Hits Radio West Yorkshire & Pulse 1.  As with closures due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, all pupils will be able to access work remotely via Microsoft Teams with information regarding their learning 
being shared with pupils via our Accord SharePoint platform.  
 
Given the reduced temperatures, it is also important that pupils arrive to the Academy suitably equipped for any cold 
and/or severe weather. As parents/careers and pupils are aware, our coronavirus risk assessment states that we need 
to continue to maintain a good circulation of fresh air into all buildings and classrooms. Pupils are encouraged to 
continue to wear layers when and where possible as well as ensuring they have the following items including a coat, 
their blazer and where necessary an Academy jumper, with a reminder that hoodies are not an acceptable form of 
uniform and are not sufficient to protect pupils from adverse weather.  This term, given the unprecedented 
circumstances, we have also identified areas of the Academy where pupils are permitted to wear their coats at the 
discretion of their teacher. Pupils are aware of these areas as they are clearly labelled with signs.  In all other indoor 
areas pupils are required to remove their coats and outerwear. 
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Support for Families over the Festive Period 
 
As the majority of staff, pupils, parents and carers look forward to the Christmas break, I understand that the holiday 
season can present a real challenge for some of our pupils and their families particularly this year. As such please find 
attached a list of useful telephone numbers, websites and points of contact should you require them over the holiday 
period. I hope these services are able to provide you with the support you may need, should you wish to make contact 
with them. 
 
You may also be aware that there is some support for low income families through the Covid-19 Winter Grant Food 
Vouchers Scheme. This is available to low income families, that are in receipt of Council Tax Support. These families will 
receive a voucher payment of £15 per child per week (over the two-week Christmas period) to go towards the cost of 
their Christmas food bill. Letters including instructions on how to redeem vouchers will be issued direct to families by 
Wakefield Council (not individual schools).  
 
All that remains for me to say is on behalf of the Academy I wish all our pupils and their families a safe and happy 
Christmas and New Year. I look forward to welcoming everyone back into the Academy in the New Year. 
 
Best wishes 

 
Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 
 
 
Useful Numbers for Families over Christmas 
 
Child line 
Support and advice for children online and over the phone. 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk. 
 
Change, Grow, Live 
An under 18s substance and alcohol misuse service providing free and confidential service to young people, families, 
friends and significant others that are residents in the Wakefield District. 01924 371579. 
 
Citizen’s Advice 
An independent, local charity which offers free, confidential and impartial advice to the citizens of the Wakefield District 
for a wide range of issues e.g. housing, debt, family, employment... For telephone advice or for an appointment please 
call the advice line 03444 111 444 – Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm. 
 
Kooth 
Free, safe and anonymous online mental health support for young people https://kooth.com/. 
 
Star Bereavement & Support Service 
Emotional and practical support to children and young people aged 4 – 18 who live in the Wakefield District and have 
suffered bereavement or significant loss. 01924 787384. 
 
 
The resource food bank (Christ Church Ossett) 
This operates on a referral basis from Job Centres, Social Services, Local Authority Crisis Units, Schools and Children’s 
Centres, Homeless Shelters and Benefit Centres, Refuges and Vulnerable adult organisations. For further information 
contact 01924 263311 or christchurchsouthossett@gmail.com. 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
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Worried About a Child? 
If you have concerns about a child’s safety or well-being you should contact Social Care Direct free on 0345 8503 503. 
They will deal with your concerns and can offer advice and support on what to do. 


