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26 March 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As the end of this term draws to a close I wanted to take the opportunity to write to all parents to share some of our 
highlights since returning to the Academy from lockdown. I also hope to outline some updates and information for the 
final term ahead. 

I would like to begin by thanking all our parents, carers and pupils for their support in what continues to be very 
challenging times during the ongoing pandemic. When we return to the Academy following the Easter break, our 
coronavirus health and safety restrictions will continue to be in place in support of the safety of all pupils and staff. 

Reporting positive coronavirus cases to the Academy during the Easter break 

Should your child test positive for coronavirus during the Easter break it is important that you continue to report this 
to the Academy. Positive cases should be reported to enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org  The Academy will continue to 
undertake track and trace work during the Easter break to help reduce the transmission of the virus in the local 
community. 

Where close contacts of positive cases are identified, parents/carers will receive an MCAS or text message notification. 
Further advice and support on the self-isolation process can then be found by following the links below: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/ 

Furthermore, I would strongly advise all our pupils and their families to continue to follow the latest government 
guidance in relation to coronavirus restrictions. By following these restrictions, we can work collectively to minimise 
the transmission of the virus and the impact on the education of young people within the community. A copy of the 
latest government guidance and advice can be found by following the link below:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home 

Financial support if you have to take time off work to care for your child while they are self-isolating  
 
If you are on a low income and you need to take time off work to care for your child while they are self-isolating, you 
may be eligible for financial support from your local authority through the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme.  
 
Pension Credit  

• Their child or young person:  
o is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC) and normally attends 

an education or childcare setting;  
o has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting because 

they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.    
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Discretionary payments are also available for people on low incomes who are not on means-tested benefits but who 
may still face hardship as a result of the requirement to self-isolate. Your local authority may have additional eligibility 
criteria in place for discretionary payments.    
 
If you are eligible, you will receive a £500 payment from your local authority in addition to any benefits and Statutory 
Sick Pay you receive currently. If you are unsure which local authority you should claim from, you can check on Find 
your Local Council on GOV.UK: https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council   
 
You can see the full eligibility criteria for the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme and find out how to apply at:   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-
support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme.   
 
Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Home Testing Prior to our return on the 12 April 2021 

To ensure that all pupils can return safely to the Academy on the 12 April, we would ask all pupils and families who are 
part of the home testing programme complete a Lateral Flow Test on either the evening of Sunday 11 April or the 
morning of Monday 12 April.  Only pupils who report a negative test should return to the Academy on the 12 April. 

Positive Recognition  

Despite the challenges presented by coronavirus, the Academy has continued to recognise pupils who have gone above 
and beyond at the end of this term. The Academy are distributing over a thousand Easter eggs and congratulatory post 
cards to our young people in the next week or so. We are incredibly proud of our pupils and how well they have adapted 
to learning in these challenging times.  

If your child is self-isolating and is one of our prize winners, please do not worry, their Easter egg and postcard will be 
delivered to your door over the Easter break. We didn’t want any of our pupils to miss out!  

Shape your future events 

Since we have returned from lockdown, the Academy and Accord Multi Academy Trust have run a number of live events 
to support our young people to look to the brighter days ahead. These events have included talks from universities; 
presentations from ex students who have gone on to secure high levels of success, alongside live Q and A sessions with 
current Post 16 students who have shared their journey through their education to date. Last week, Jamie Peacock 
MBE, delivered a session to our pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9. He shared with pupils the ways in which they can develop 
their mindset to support their own successes. Following the Easter break, Jamie Peacock will be working with us again 
and specifically with, 100 of our pupils on a programme called ‘Be a Champion!’ We are hoping that Jamie’s work will 
continue to inspire those young people involved. 

Easter School – supporting our examination year groups 

Whilst Easter does represent a break for most pupils, we are continuing to provide support for our examination pupils 
and students in year groups 10, 11, 12 and 13. A series of live and virtual Easter school events will take place across the 
two-week Easter break. Individual contact will be made with each year group to provide further details of these events 
and how we hope to support pupils and students with their continued studies over the Easter break.  

Upcoming dates for your diary 

Thursday 22 April 2021   Year 10 Parents Evening 
Wednesday 5 May 2021  Year 7 Parents Evening 
Monday 17 May 2021  Positive Recognition Week 
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Standards for our final term  

As we look ahead to our final term of this academic year, our focus on standards will remain consistently high. It is our 
fundamental belief that the little things really do make a big difference. As has happened since our return from 
lockdown, teachers and staff members will make regular checks of all pupils to ensure that they are adhering to our 
standards for success. As always, we will act to recognise those meeting and exceeding our expectations, however we 
will also continue to operate our sanctions process in relation to any pupils who fall short of our standards for success. 
I would urge all pupils to ensure that they meet all standards when we return and where any support is required in this 
regard, please let Pastoral Year Leaders know in advance of our return on the 12 April 2021. 

Support for families over the Easter period 

As the majority of staff, pupils, parents and carers look forward to the Easter break, I understand that time away from 
the Academy can present a real challenge for some of our pupils and their families particularly during the ongoing 
pandemic. As such please find attached a list of useful telephone numbers, websites and points of contact should you 
require them over the holiday period. I hope these services are able to provide you with the support you may need, 
should you wish to contact them. 
 
All that remains for me to say, is on behalf of the Academy, I wish all pupils and their families a safe and happy Easter 
break. I look forward to welcoming all our pupils back into the Academy safely on the 12 April 2021 for our final term 
of this academic year.   
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Useful Numbers for Families over the Easter break  
 
Child line 
Support and advice for children online and over the phone. 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk. 
 
Change, Grow, Live 
An under 18s substance and alcohol misuse service providing free and confidential service to young people, families, 
friends and significant others that are residents in the Wakefield District. 01924 371579. 
 
Citizen’s Advice 
An independent, local charity which offers free, confidential and impartial advice to the citizens of the Wakefield District 
for a wide range of issues e.g. housing, debt, family, employment... For telephone advice or for an appointment please 
call the advice line 03444 111 444 – Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm. 
 
Kooth 
Free, safe and anonymous online mental health support for young people https://kooth.com/. 
 
Star Bereavement & Support Service 
Emotional and practical support to children and young people aged 4 – 18 who live in the Wakefield District and have 
suffered bereavement or significant loss. 01924 787384. 
 
The resource food bank (Christ Church Ossett) 
This operates on a referral basis from Job Centres, Social Services, Local Authority Crisis Units, Schools and Children’s 
Centres, Homeless Shelters and Benefit Centres, Refuges and Vulnerable adult organisations. For further information 
contact 01924 263311 or christchurchsouthossett@gmail.com. 
 
Worried About a Child? 
If you have concerns about a child’s safety or well-being you should contact Social Care Direct free on 0345 8503 503. 
They will deal with your concerns and can offer advice and support on what to do. 
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