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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Coronavirus – On-site Lateral Flow Testing – New Y7 Pupils  
 
I am writing to you to provide you with information in relation to the mass testing programme for pupils and students 
that all schools have been asked to provide by the Government. We have been asked to provide all pupils and 
students with the opportunity to take two lateral flow tests prior to their return to education in September 2021.  
The offer of lateral flow testing is being put in place as an additional layer of protection prior to schools re-opening in 
September 2021. All pupils will be offered two on-site lateral flow tests which will be taken prior to returning to 
lessons. 
 
Whilst not compulsory, we believe that the on-site testing facility is an incredibly positive offer and as such are in 
support of this voluntary testing programme. 
 
Attached to this letter are some frequently asked questions and an instructional leaflet on how the test is carried out 
for you and your child’s reference.  
 
Pupils and students taking the tests on-site will be supervised by trained staff. Where a pupil or student may require 
extra support to undertake the test, trained staff will be able to provide this support and guidance. The ‘lateral flow’ 
tests are quick and easy using a swab of your nose.  
 
Testing Arrangements & Return to the Academy  
 
Pupils will be invited for their test in their form tutor groups at the time specified below on Friday 3 September 2021. 
All pupils will then be offered a second test on Tuesday 7 September 2021.   
 
Due to the large number of tests that will be conducted we are running the testing centre from 8am-6pm. For pupils 
being tested in the Sports Hall (Year 7-10), please arrive down the path, and go directly to the Sports Hall. To ensure 
that all tests are completed in the allocated time slots it is essential that all pupils arrive 15 minutes prior to their test 
time.  
 
Following the completion of the test, pupils will be asked to leave site on Friday 3 September.  
 
Following completion of the test on Tuesday 7 September, Year 7 pupils will remain on site (subject to a negative 
result) and complete an Induction/Transition Day on site.  
 
We will only make direct contact on either testing day should a pupil test positive or have an inconclusive test result. 
Results of negative tests will be communicated via text message within 24 hours of the test.  
 
Lessons for all pupils will then begin on Wednesday 8 September following the completion of tests and Year 7 
Induction/Transition Day.  
 



 
 

If you choose not to provide consent for your child to participate in testing, your child should arrive at the end time of 
testing for their form group (see table below) on Tuesday 7 September to begin the Induction/Transition Day.  
 
Please be aware that pupils can participate in the Induction/Transition Day and begin lessons should they not opt to 
be tested as part of this process. Home testing kits will still be provided for all pupils. 
 
The times for individual testing is shown below, all pupils will be expected to arrive 15 minutes prior to their test to 
ensure the process runs as smooth as possible. Your child’s form tutor group is displayed at the top of this letter.   
 
Year 7 – Testing taking place in the Sports Hall: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The benefits to the testing programme are: 

1. It provides the Academy with a further layer of risk mitigation and allows us to identify and therefore 
isolate any staff, pupils and students who may have the virus but not be showing any symptoms. 

2. It can be delivered on site by trained colleagues and the test itself is able to provide us with a quick result. 
 

Please be aware, however that the testing process is not: 
1. The only measure that the Academy is able to use during this time. We must all continue to follow the 

coronavirus health and safety measures already in place. 
2. 100% effective at identifying when a person has the virus. As such it is crucial that if a person develops 

coronavirus symptoms or tests positive on the Lateral Flow Device that they subsequently obtain a PCR 
test.  

3. A green light indicator that a person is coronavirus free if the test reports a negative result. It is crucial 
therefore that both inside and outside of the Academy the same precautionary steps are taken in line 
with Government guidance and any local or national restrictions.  

 
Consent for Testing  
 
All pupils will require parental/carer consent to perform a lateral flow test on site. Your child will not receive a lateral 
flow test without this consent in place.   
 
We hope that as many Y7 parents as possible sign up for this programme and provide consent for their child to 
participate as we are confident that it will add to the existing measures we have in place.  
 
Please read the enclosed consent details and FAQs and then complete the short Microsoft E-Form to indicate your 
consent status at: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-
nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u. 
 
It is important that you either select whether you give consent or confirm that you do not wish to participate using this 
electronic form, this will avoid the academy having to contact you in advance of the testing days in September.  

Year 7 Times 

Sports Hall 

7Was,7Rjo, 8.00am - 8.30am 

7Cne,7Lba, 8.30am – 9.00am 

7Abe, 7Rha 9.00am - 9.30am 

7Jli, 7Nli 9.30am – 10.0am 

7Spy, 7Rso, 7Kde 10.00am - 10.30am 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u


 
 

Parents / carers can relinquish their consent at any time during this process, however once consent is withdrawn 
there will be no further opportunity to catch up on tests. This would have no impact on the allocation of home testing 
kits that will continue to be issued to pupils and students.  
 
Please complete the form by no later than Sunday 8 August 2021 to enable the Academy to finalise their plans for 
testing arrangements in September.  
 
All pupils will have their consent checked upon arrival for their lateral flow test on Friday 3 September 2021. Where a 
pupil does not have consent then a test will not be offered.  
 
Please ensure your child only attends the Academy if they do not have any symptoms. If they have any Coronavirus 
symptoms they must stay at home and self-isolate with your household and seek a PCR test.  
 
Thank you in advance of your support and understanding during these difficult and challenging circumstances.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 
 
  



 
 

Lateral Flow Testing in Secondary Schools - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Outlined below are a series of questions you may have about Lateral Flow Testing and the arrangements. 
 
What does ‘Lateral Flow Testing’ mean and how does this work? 
 
‘Lateral Flow’ describes the type of testing device that has been developed to use in the rapid testing of coronavirus. 
These devices are very simple to use and can help identify people who have coronavirus but who are not showing any 
symptoms and therefore would not usually believe they require a coronavirus test. Lateral Flow tests are quick and 
convenient to use as they do not require a testing laboratory and results can be delivered in around 15 minutes. 
 
In summary these testing devices are: 
 

• Accessible and easy to use. 

• Deliver quick results without the need for a laboratory. 

• Use safe technology. 
 
How will the testing take place? 
 
A programme of testing has been put in place and pupils, students and staff members will be required to provide 
their consent in order to take a test. Whilst we advise all staff members, pupils and students to consent to the testing 
programme, it is a voluntary process, and we will not carry out any testing on pupils, students or staff members who 
do not choose to give their consent. If consent is given pupils, students and staff members will be invited to attend 
our testing centre. The testing centre will be staffed by trained staff members who will support the testing process. In 
most cases people will be able to self-administer the test with the support of our on-site test assistants.  
 
To complete the test pupils, students and staff must complete a supervised nasal swab test. Pupils and students who 
are unable to do this themselves may be assisted with this test if they consent to being supported. This test is then 
processed where a result of ‘positive’, ‘negative’ or ‘invalid’ is produced. 
 
How will I access the results for my child and what do they mean for my household? 
 
Parents/carers will be notified by text and email of the test outcome. Where a positive outcome is recorded a phone 
call home will be made in the first instance, to confirm the result. 
The test results produced via the Lateral Flow Device record one of three conclusions: 

• Positive – this means the student, pupil or staff member has tested positive for coronavirus. In this situation 
the person will be sent home to self-isolate, and they will be required to take a PCR coronavirus test. A PCR 
(Polymerase Chain Reaction) test cannot be administered on the Academy site. This type of test is carried out 
at local testing centres and requires the use of a laboratory. This form of test is a highly reliable method for 
testing for coronavirus. PCR tests are the type of coronavirus testing that has been in place since the start of 
the pandemic.  

• Negative – this means the Lateral Flow test has not detected any trace of the virus and the student, pupil or 
staff member can continue to attend the Academy whilst continuing to follow the coronavirus health and 
safety measures. 

• Invalid – this means the Lateral Flow Test cannot be read and the test needs to be repeated to gain a negative 
or positive result. In this situation the pupil, student or staff member will be supported to repeat the testing 
process. 
 

If my child tests positive, why will they require a second PCR test? 
 
The Lateral Flow test is incredibly useful in supporting the identification of coronavirus amongst people, but it is not a 
laboratory processed test. Therefore, it is important that all positive Lateral Flow tests are then confirmed with the 



 
 

laboratory PCR test in order to confirm the need for self-isolation. We would request that confirmation of positive 
coronavirus PCR tests are shared with the Academy as soon as they are received by a staff member, parent/carer, or 
student. 
 
Is the testing process safe? 
 
The process of testing is safe and simple for all pupils, students, and staff members. Tests are mostly self-
administered, and support is provided by trained volunteers for individuals performing the test. For those pupils and 
students who require support, this again will only be completed by trained colleagues and will be done with great 
care. We will not test any pupil, student or staff member who is unable to self-test without their consent and/or 
consent from their parents/carers. 
 
What if my child develops symptoms? 
 
This testing programme at the Academy is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time 
(including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they 
must immediately self-isolate, not come into the Academy and book a test by calling 119 or visiting 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 
 
What happens if I do not consent to my child being tested? 
 
Coronavirus testing is an entirely voluntary testing programme. Whilst we strongly support the testing programme in 
schools, it is at a parent/carer’s discretion as to whether they agree to their child being tested.  
 
Any other questions? 
 
We will support our pupils/students throughout this process, but please contact us if you have any other questions. 
You can contact the Academy on enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org. 
  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org


 
 

Pupil/Student - Consent Form for COVID-19 Testing 
 
This consent form is for participation in tests designed to detect asymptomatic coronavirus cases. Anyone 
experiencing symptoms should follow government guidelines to self-isolate, even if they have had a recent negative 
lateral flow test.  
 
This provides the information your require prior to completing the Microsoft From found at: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-
nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u 
 
Consent relates to the following groups of pupil/students as follows: 

• For pupils and students younger than 16 years – consent must be provided by the parent/carer or 
legal guardian. Consent must be provided for each child you wish to participate in testing. 

• Pupils and students age 16 and over who are able to provide informed consent can provide consent 
themselves, having discussed participation with their parent/carer or guardian if under 18.  

• For any pupil or student who does not have the capacity to provide informed consent - consent must 
be provided by the parent or legal guardian. Please provide consent for each child you wish to 
participate in testing. 

 
Terms of Consent 
 
1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the Academy about the testing, based on the 
information presented in the letter dated July 2021 and the Privacy Notice found on the Trust website at 
https://accordmat.org/policies/ 
2. In the case of under 16s, I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to participate. If on the 
day of testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so and consent can be withdrawn at any 
time ahead of the test 
3. I consent to my child having a nose swab for lateral flow tests. My child will self-swab if my child is able to, 
otherwise I understand that assistance is available. In the case of under 16s or pupils who are not able to provide 
informed consent, I have discussed the testing with my child and they are happy to participate and self-swab (with 
assistance if required) 
4. I understand that there will be 2 tests required and this consent covers all tests for the below named person. I 
understand I can withdraw consent at anytime and amend my consent status in the MCAS App. If on the day of 
testing they do not wish to take part, then I understand they will not be made to do so and that consent can be 
withdrawn at any time ahead of the test 
5. I consent that my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19 
6. I understand that I will receive notification of my child’s results on the lateral flow test 
7. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I consent to my child having a nose and throat swab for 
confirmatory PCR testing (to be undertaken at home). They will follow the instructions on the PCR Kit provided by the 
Academy and return the test the same day to an NHS Test & Trace laboratory. 
8. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I commit to ensuring that my child is removed from 
Academy premises as promptly as possible, bearing in mind they may have some anxiety following a positive test 
result 
9. I consent that they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow test result, until the results of the 
confirmatory PCR test have been received 
10. I agree that if my child’s test results are confirmed to be positive from this PCR test, I will report this to the 
academy and I understand that my child will be required to self-isolate following public health advice. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkvPk5kKe-nhPmtF8ayE89qFUNDhDRUtRRk9DV1UwOEgxWUxYOUNWM0pBRS4u
https://accordmat.org/policies/

