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21 October 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Letter from the Principal  

 

As we come to the end of a very busy half term, I wanted to start this update by taking the 

opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support of the academy.   

 

Our return in September was a huge boost for both pupils and staff with a return to some level of 

normality, albeit with some caution remaining in relation to the pandemic managed by our on-

going risk assessment procedures and revised operational plans.  I have to say, I have been 

overwhelmed by the positive start to the year that our pupils have made, and I have been 

delighted to see how hard our pupils have been working when I have visited them in their lessons.  

 

You will be aware from the media that the pandemic continues to dominate the national agenda, 

and we also continue our vigilance in this respect.  As an academy we continue to follow all 

national guidance in terms of the control measures we should have in place, and to date this has 

been operated effectively in order to mitigate risk and ensure that rates of infection are managed 

whilst both pupils and staff are on site.  Alongside national guidance, Wakefield Local Authority 

have also released further guidance to schools for consideration after half term and the following 

sets out this guidance and where our current arrangements sit in terms of our risk assessment 

and outbreak management plan. 

 

The guidance released by Wakefield Local Authority that already forms part of our current risk 

assessment and operational plan is as follows: 

 

• To ensure wherever possible that windows/doors remain open in classrooms and social 

spaces to facilitate good ventilation. 

 

• To reduce mixing between year groups and classrooms as much as is possible in the 

context of maintaining the best possible educational provision and safety of pupils. At 

Ossett Academy we have done this via our continuation of a staggered start/end to the 

school day and our separate use of social spaces for each year group. 

 

• To wherever possible and appropriate, suspend whole school or year group events and 

restrict the number of visitors to site in large groups. In this regard the academy does not 

hold ‘in person’ assemblies and full year groups are not brought together in the same 

space.  

 



   
 

 
 

I can also confirm the following adaptations have been made to our calendared events due 
to take place in the immediate weeks following the half term break. These changes are as 
follows: 
 

Date Event Postponed/Virtual 

11 November 2021 Year 9 Parent Consultation 
Evening 

This will now take place 
virtually 

25 November 2021 Annual Presentation 
Evening 

This will be postponed until 
later in the academic year 

30 November 2021 Parent Forum Meeting This will now take place 
virtually 

8 December 2021 Year 11 Parents’ Evening This will now take place 
virtually 

 

• To carefully consider whether all trips and residential activities should go ahead. We 

continue to carefully consider any trips and visits and ensure that when they go ahead an 

additional coronavirus risk assessment is in place. 

 

In addition to the above, Wakefield Local Authority have also asked schools and academies to 

consider some other measures that do not currently form part of the national guidance based 

on infection rates within each school setting and within the local area as follows: 

 

• Consideration to be given to the wearing of face coverings in communal areas and 

classrooms for secondary and post 16 age pupils/students, and the use of face coverings 

by adults in communal areas including on dedicated school transport.   

 
Whilst not a measure currently in place within our risk assessment and operational plan, 
pupils and staff continue to have the choice of wearing facemasks within the academy if 
they wish to do so.  This guidance is also included within our outbreak management plan 
as a potential measure should there be a surge in case rates amongst the academy 
community.  
 

• Consideration be given to advise pupils to stay at home if someone has tested positive in 

the household for Covid-19 (on an LFD or PCR test), and if they develop symptoms to get a 

PCR test straight away.  Where they do not have symptoms, to get a PCR test 3-5 days 

after their household member started with symptoms (or took their test if they had no 

symptoms).  If this test is negative, the child can return to school but must stay at home and 

arrange another test if they go on to develop symptoms. Some children are exempt from 

this advice:  

 
o 12–16-year-olds who have had at least one dose of the vaccine more than 14 days 

ago. 

o Any child aged between 5 – 16 who has tested positive for COVID-19 via a PCR test 

within the past 90 days.  

 
This is not currently a measure in place within our risk assessment and operational plan, 
however it is now included in our outbreak management plan as a potential measure 
should there be a surge in case rates amongst the academy and/or local community. 

  



   
 

 
 

On top of the measures that schools are being asked to consider, Wakefield Local Authority has 

also asked parents/carers to consider the following: 

 

1. Continue to support your child to undertake lateral flow testing twice a week if they attend a 

secondary school. 

 

2. Consideration of your child wearing a face covering if they attend secondary school, both in 

school and in enclosed indoor spaces in public.  

 

3. Consider carefully the benefits of the vaccination programme for children between the ages 

of 12-15.  

 

4. If you or your child develop symptoms of COVID-19 you should book a free NHS test as 

soon as possible (www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test). You can also phone 119. Stay at 

home until it is time to take your test. 

 
I hope this letter provides an update on our position following the Wakefield Local Authority 

guidance. I will continue to keep you updated should there be any changes to our risk assessment 

and/or operational plans.   

 

I wish you and your families a restful half term break.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Mrs S Broome 

Principal 

 

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

