
 

 
16 December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
End of term Celebrations and New Year Update 
 
As we reach the end of our first term, I am delighted to be able to share with you some of this term’s 
highlights and most recent positive recognition celebrations alongside some updates for the New Year. 
I want to begin my communication by thanking all parents and carers for their continued support despite 
the on-going difficulties presented by the pandemic. I hope you enjoy reading about this term’s 
highlights as much as I have enjoyed seeing our students participate in them. 
 
Celebrating our Students 
 
Positive Recognition 
 
Over the past few weeks, we have collated nominations from staff of Post 16 students who have gone 
above and beyond in lessons and when working independently. All students nominated have their 
names displayed in the common room on our TVs to recognise their achievements. Well done to 
everyone nominated and keep up the good work.  
 
Pre-Public Examinations for Year 13 
 
This term our students in Year 13 have sat a full suite of pre-public examinations to help them prepare 
for the real exams in summer. The maturity and way our students approached these examinations was 
superb. We hope the PPEs gave our Year 13 students an opportunity to experience the process of 
formal examinations. I hope the feedback from teachers gives our students an excellent platform to 
push forward again with their learning and revision next term. As a way of thanking our Year 13 students 
for their efforts, all students were invited to a Year 13 breakfast, we hope students enjoyed this reward 
and further events will take place across this academic year. 
 
Post 16 Attendance Lottery 
 
Attendance at Post 16 is essential to ensure successful outcomes, in lieu of this and to reward students 
with exemplary attendance, we have introduced a Post 16 Attendance Lottery. Students with 100% 
attendance each week will be entered into an attendance draw with a chance to win a free breakfast 
as a reward. In addition, we will run half termly competitions, which allows students an opportunity to 
win more substantial prizes if they have 100% attendance across a half term.  
 

  



 

 
 
UCAS/Careers 
 
Well done to all students who have been proactive and sent their UCAS applications. We have already 
had numerous students with interviews and offers at a range of universities. This includes two students 
who have been successful in gaining interviews at Oxford and Cambridge. A reminder that all students  
should ideally have sent their UCAS applications by this Friday 17 December 2021. However, the 
official UCAS deadline is 6pm on Wednesday 26 January 2022. We do urge all students to ensure 
these are sent as soon as possible to give them the best opportunity to secure their university offers. 
For students not wishing to apply to University, Mr Green will be supporting students by hosting a range 
of apprenticeship workshops in 2022.  
 
Post 16 Extra-Curricular Engagement  
 
At Accord Sixth Form we are proud of our students’ extra-curricular achievements. This academic year 
we have witnessed some exceptional achievements. Congratulations to our Post 16 Football Academy 
students who have now secured a place in the last 16 of the National Cup and face a trip to Sunderland. 
We wish you the best of luck and hopefully we can make the quarter finals and who knows, maybe 
even become national champions in the coming months. Secondly congratulations to our Student 
Leadership Team who amongst other things have delivered an excellent Football Tournament for Key 
Stage 3 pupils, raising over £150 for the Year 13 prom at the end of the year. Thirdly I would like to 
thank all students who have been involved in supporting with key Post 16 events this year, notably this 
has included all of the students who supported our Post 16 Open Evening to really showcase what 
Accord Sixth Form has to offer. Also, a big thank you to our student volunteers who are supporting at 
lunch times in lower school, your help is greatly appreciated. Finally, well done to all our Post 16 
students involved in the Academy Christmas Carol Concert, the event was exceptional and a pleasure 
to attend. 
 
New Year updates 
 
Upcoming dates for your diary  
  
Friday 17 December 2021 – Christmas Break   
Tuesday 4 January 2022 – Accord Sixth re-opens (Year 13 in person at 10am/ Year 12 Remotely via 
Teams at 10am).  
Thursday 6 January 2022- Post 16 Parents Evening (Full details have been sent via the MCAS app) 
Thursday 17 February 2022 – Half Term   
Monday 28 February 2022 – Academy re-opens  
Friday 8 April 2022 - Easter Break  
Monday 25 April 2022 – Academy re-opens  
  

  



 

 
 
Adverse Weather Conditions  
  
As we move into the winter months, I wanted to ensure all parents/carers understand our academy 
closure procedures. Whilst we would always try to remain open to students and staff sometimes 
adverse weather conditions make this impossible. This is due to the nature of our academy site which 
can become treacherous during significant periods of snow and cold temperatures. This can present a  
risk to the safety of students and staff. In the event of a closure for students, we will communicate our 
intentions via our text messaging service, MCAS, the academy website, Facebook and Twitter, as well 
as providing updates on Greatest Hits Radio West Yorkshire & Pulse 1.  All students will be able to 
access work remotely via Microsoft Teams with information regarding their learning being shared with 
students via our Accord SharePoint platform.   
  
Post 16 January Exams (Applied General Courses) 
 
A significant number of our Year 12/13 students will be taking external examinations in January 2022. 
These exams are essential in ensuring students are successful in their BTEC/CTEC and other applied 
courses. All students involved have already been made aware of the exam dates and times. Teachers 
are preparing students for these exams and in January, students will be given the opportunity to attend 
intensive masterclass sessions with subject teachers to give them the very best chance of success. It 
is also worth noting at this point that exam boards have indicated that all exams in January will go 
ahead as planned. I would urge all students to prepare fully for these exams and where possible begin 
revision now to ensure they are successful.  
 
Accord Sixth Re-Opening January 2022 
 
As per the revised start of term arrangements letter sent via MCAS, Year 13 students will return to full 
on-site lessons on Tuesday 4 January 2022 at 10am, whilst Year 12 will begin virtual lessons at 10am 
on Tuesday 4 January 2022 at 10am with both Year 12 and 13 students returning to full on-site lessons 
on Wednesday 5 January 2022. The letter also outlined the times students would receive an on-site 
lateral flow test if they have opted in.  
 
Should any further guidance be released by the government during the Christmas break, this will be 
communicated with all students and parents prior to return.  
 
Support for Families over the Festive Period  
  
As the majority of staff, students, parents and carers look forward to the Christmas break, I understand 
that the holiday season can present a real challenge for some of our students and their families. As 
such please find attached a list of useful telephone numbers, websites and points of contact should 
you require them over the holiday period. I hope these services are able to provide you with the support 
you may need, should you wish to make contact with them.  
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
All that remains for me to say is on behalf of the academy, I wish all our students and their families a 
safe and Happy Christmas and New Year. I very much look forward to welcoming all our young people 
back to the academy in the New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr Spink      
Director of Post 16 Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 
Useful Numbers for Families over Christmas  
  
Child line  
Support and advice for children online and over the phone. 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk.  
  
Citizen’s Advice  
An independent, local charity which offers free, confidential and impartial advice to the citizens of the 
Wakefield District for a wide range of issues e.g. housing, debt, family, employment... For telephone 
advice or for an appointment please call the advice line 03444 111 444 – Monday to Friday 9.00am – 
5.00pm.  
  
Kooth  
Free, safe and anonymous online mental health support for young people https://kooth.com/.  
  
Inspiring Futures (Young Persons, Families and Carers Service)  
A substance and alcohol misuse service for young people, providing free and confidential service to 
young people, families, friends and significant others that are residents in the Wakefield District.  
Tel: 0300 123 1912  
https://www.turning-point.co.uk/services/wakefield#about  
  
Star Bereavement & Support Service  
Emotional and practical support to children and young people aged 4 – 18 who live in the Wakefield 
District and have suffered bereavement or significant loss. 01924 
787384. https://starbereavement.org.uk/support/   
  
The resource food bank (Christ Church Ossett)  
This operates on a referral basis from Job Centres, Social Services, Local Authority Crisis Units, 
Schools and Children’s Centres, Homeless Shelters and Benefit Centres, Refuges and Vulnerable 
adult organisations. For further information contact 01924 263311 
or christchurchsouthossett@gmail.com.  
  
Wakefield District Domestic Abuse Service  
Support is available for people who are experiencing abuse, and also for those who recognise that they 
are using abusive behaviours and want to make changes. Tel: 0800 915 1561 
or https://www.wakefield.gov.uk/health-care-and-advice/adults-and-older-people-services/domestic-
abuse   
  
Worried About a Child?  
If you have concerns about a child’s safety or well-being you should contact Social Care Direct free on 
0345 8503 503. They will deal with your concerns and can offer advice and support on what to do.  
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