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YEAR 10

HOW TO HELP YOUR 
CHILD SUCCEED IN 
THEIR GCSES
Welcome to our Year 10 Supporting Success evening, with a special focus on supporting your child through their 
two years of GCSEs, so that they can achieve the best possible grades that they can.

Year 10 pupils have made a superb start to their GCSEs and have started the year working very hard and deter-
mined to succeed.  Staff are pleased to see their passion, enthusiasm and engagement in lessons.  However, the 
two years can see pupils experiencing a mixture of highs and lows with their success, this can be a very normal 
pattern at GCSE.  The key to their success here is continued guidance and support by both school and home.  It’s 
the team approach that sees the best outcomes for pupils.  With this in mind, this booklet and evening are 
designed to enable parents and carers to best support their child at home.

This booklet is designed to support our Year 10 Supporting Success Evening, held on 17.03.22.  If you were 
unable to attend this evening, this booklet should provide you with the information, guidance and support 
needed.

Mrs Elizabeth Talbot
Assistant Principal

My Child At School App
please see our website for how to set this up - 

www.ossett.accordmat.org/parents-carers/mcas/

Year 10 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening 

Thursday 26th May 202226th

MAY

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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Vice Principal
Miss S Gibbs
sgibbs@ossett.accordmat.org

Vice Principal
Mr A Redfern
aredfern@ossett.accordmat.org

Year 10 Pastoral Year Leader
Mr K Quinn 
kquinn@ossett.accordmat.org 

English
Mrs L Goode
lgoode@ossett.accordmat.org

Maths
Mr P Singh
psingh@ossett.accordmat.org

Science
Mrs B Smith
bsmith@ossett.accordmat.org

History
Mr G Pearman
gpearman@ossett.accordmat.org

Geography
Miss G Abson
gabson@ossett.accordmat.org

MFL (Spanish and French)
Miss S Bruce
sobruce@ossett.accordmat.org

BICTE (Business, ICT, Media and 
Computer Science)
Mr R Rhodes
rrhodes@ossett.accordmat.org

Art and Design Technology
Mrs L Fozard
lfozard@ossett.accordmat.org

Drama
Mrs M Holmes
mholmes@ossett.accordmat.org

Music
Mr Delaney
adelaney@ossett.accordmat.org 

Physical Education
Mr B Price
bprice@ossett.accordmat.org

KEY STAFF
Following our Supporting Success evening and reading this booklet, should you need to 
contact individual subject leaders, you can do so by emailing them directly:
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English Language - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative writing and reading

• Section A: Pupils are asked to read one fictional text and 
answer 4 key questions based on their understanding of 
the text.

• Section B: Pupils are asked to write a descriptive piece 
based on a stimulus provided.

• 1 hr 45 mins written exam worth 50% of the GCSE 

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

• Section A: Pupils are asked to read two non-fiction texts, 
one of which is from the 19th Century – they then 
answer 4 key questions based on their understanding of 
the texts.

• Section B: Pupils are asked to write a text in which they 
present a viewpoint on a given topic.

• 1 hr 45 mins written exam worth 50% of the GCSE 

Spoken Language Endorsement: 

Pupils are expected to deliver a speech expressing their view 
on a topic of their choice and are awarded a mark of a pass, 
merit or distinction for this part of the course. 

Pupils will read a range of fiction extracts throughout the 
course, showing an understanding of the writers’ intentions in 
terms of the language and structure used and forming critical 
opinions about what they read. As well as fiction texts, pupils 
will also read a range of non-fiction texts from the modern 
day and the 19th Century, comparing the language and 
viewpoints in texts from the modern day to texts to those 
from the 1800s.  

Pupils will also develop their own writing throughout the 
course. They will be expected to describe images and ideas in 
an interesting way with a high level of technical accuracy. 
Pupils will also write their own non-fiction texts expressing 
their own viewpoint in the form of letters, articles, blogs and 
speeches.

REVISION SUPPORT

The following revision guides for GCSE English Language are 
available from the Academy via Scopay: 

• Collins ‘Snap Revision’ AQA GCSE 9-1 English Language 
Reading Revision Guide (£1.25) 

• Collins ‘Snap Revision’ AQA GCSE 9-1 English Language 
Writing Revision Guide (£1.25) 

USEFUL WEBSITES

The following websites offer useful revision notes and videos 
to support pupils with GCSE English 
Language revision: 

GCSE Bitesize AQA GCSE English Language 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

English Biz GCSE English Language 
www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 

Mr Bruff GCSE English Language Revision (via YouTube) 
www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 

AQA Website for GCSE English Language (for access to past 
exam papers) 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-87
00 

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Pupils can also access the materials from their English 
Language lessons and a range of revision materials 
through their class page on Microsoft Teams. 

 • In English Language, targeted inventions also take place to 
support pupils with any gaps in their learning – pupils may 
be personally invited to some of these sessions and/or be 
able to join them voluntarily.  

• As pupils need to be able to respond to unseen fiction and 
non-fiction texts in their English Language, regularly 
reading and discussing a range of texts from novels and 
short stories to newspaper articles and autobiographies 
supports pupils’ skills in reading and understanding a 
range of texts.    
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English Literature - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel

• Section A: Pupils are asked to answer one question on the 
play ‘Macbeth’. They will be required to write in detail 
about an extract from the play and then the play as a 
whole.

• Section B: Pupils are asked to answer one question on the 
novel ‘A Christmas Carol’. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the novel and then the novel 
as a whole.

• 1 hr 45 mins written exam worth 40% of the GCSE

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

• Section A: Pupils are asked to answer one question on 
from a choice of two on their studied play ‘An Inspector 
Calls’.

• Section B: Pupils are asked to answer one comparative 
question on one named poem and one other poem 
chosen from their anthology on Power and Conflict.

• Section C: Pupils are asked to answer one question on 
one unseen poem and one question comparing the first 
poem with a second unseen poem.

• 2 hrs 15 mins written exam worth 60% of the GCSE 

Our curriculum offers a challenging programme where pupils 
will study 19th century fiction (A Christmas Carol; modern 
drama (An Inspector Calls); Shakespeare’s Macbeth and an 
anthology of poetry (Conflict and Power). These texts have 
been selected to allow our pupils the very best chance to be 
engaged in their studies and develop their skills of explanation 
and analysis. In their study of these texts, pupils will be 
expected to have a thorough understanding of the key 
characters and themes as how the contexts in which they 
were written influenced the writers. 

In addition to the set texts, pupils will also learn how to 
respond to unseen poetry, interpreting and explaining poets’ 
perspectives and language/structural choices.

REVISION SUPPORT

The following revision guides for GCSE English Language are 
available from the Academy via Scopay: 

• Collins ‘Snap Revision’ Macbeth: AQA GCSE 9-1 English 
Literature Text Guide (£1.25) 

• Collins ‘Snap Revision’ An Inspector Calls: AQA GCSE 9-1 
English Literature Text Guide (£1.25) 

• Collins ‘Snap Revision’ A Christmas Carol: AQA GCSE 9-1 
English Literature Text Guide (£1.25) 

• Collins AQA GCSE 9-1 Power and Conflict Poetry 
Anthology , Revision Guide (£1.25)

USEFUL WEBSITES

The following websites offer useful revision notes and videos 
to support pupils with GCSE English Literature Revision: 

GCSE Bitesize AQA GCSE English Literature 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

Seneca Learning GCSE English Literature 
senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-english-literature-revi
sion/ 

Mr Bruff GCSE English Literature Revision (via YouTube) 
www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 

AQA Website for GCSE English Literature (for past papers) 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-87
02 

Sparknotes (extensive notes on each of the texts studied)  
www.sparknotes.com/ 

FURTHER SUPPORT

• In English Literature, targeted inventions also take place to 
support pupils with any gaps in their learning – pupils may 
be personally invited to some of these sessions and/or be 
able to join them voluntarily. 

• We would also encourage the purchase of the texts and 
be re-reading them regularly.
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Helping your child succeed in Maths

Maths - OCR
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Tier: Higher (Grades 9 – 4) or Foundation (Grades 5 – 1)
At the end of the course pupils complete 3 exam papers, each 
is worth a third of a GCSE.

Foundation Tier

Paper 1: 

Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 1-5
100 Marks

Higher Tier

Paper 4: 

Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 4-9
100 Marks

KEY AREAS OF STUDY

• Number Operations and Integers

Calculations with integers; Whole number theory; 
Combining arithmetic operations; Inverse operations

• Fractions, Decimals and Percentages

Fractions; Decimal fractions; Percentages; Ordering 
Fractions,decimals and percentages

• Induces and Surds

Powers and roots; Standard form; Exact Calculations

• Approximations and Estimation

Rounding; Estimation; Upper and lower bounds

• Ratio, Proportion and Rates Of Change

Calculations with ratio; Direct and inverse proportion; 
Discrete growth and decay

• Algebra

Algebraic expressions; Algebraic formulae; Algebraic 
inequalities; Language of functions; Sequences

• Graphs of Equations and Functions

Graphs of equations and functions; Straight line graphs; 
Transformations of curves and their equations; 
Interpreting graphs

• Basic Geometry

Conventions, notations and terms; Ruler and compass 
constructions; Angles; Properties of polygons; Circles; 
Three-dimensions shapes

• Congruence and Similarity

Plane isometric transformations; Congruence; Plane 
vector geometry; Similarity

• Mensuration

Units and measurement; Perimeter calculations; Area 
calculations; Volume and surface area calculations; 
Triangle mensuration 

• Probability

Basic probability and experiments; Combined events and 
probability diagrams

• Statistics

Sampling; Interpreting and representing data; Analysing 
data

REVISION SUPPORT

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Higher Tier 
Revision Guide + App (available to buy on Scopay - £2.70) 
ISBN: 9781447988090 
Author: Harry Smith

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Higher Tier 
Revision Workbook (available to buy on Scopay - £2.70) 
ISBN: 9781292210889
Author: Harry Smith

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Foundation 
Tier Revision Guide + App (available to buy on Scopay - 
£2.70) 
ISBN: 9781447988045
Author: Harry Smith

Paper 2: 

Non-Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 1-5
100 Marks

Paper 3: 

Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 1-5
100 Marks

Paper 5: 

Non-Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 4-5
100 Marks

Paper 3: 

Calculator
1.5 Hours
Grades 4-5
100 Marks
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• Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Foundation 
Tier Revision Workbook (available to buy on Scopay - 
£2.70) 
ISBN: 9781447987925
Author: Harry Smith

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.CorbettMaths.com - loads of text box exercises and 
videos by topic.

www.MathsGenie.com - exams papers, mark schemes and 
exam questions broken up by topic.

hegartymaths.com/ - video clips and interactive exercises to 
complete with instant feedback.

FURTHER SUPPORT

• All lessons are uploaded to the class Teams page for pupils 
to refer back to.

• All uploaded lessons have Hegarty Clip numbers for 
further support if pupils are struggling out of school.

• After school intervention will become available in the third 
term of Year 10.
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Helping your child succeed in Science

Biology, Chemistry And Physics
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Biology

Human Biology, Homeostasis, Ecology, Bioenergetics
Evolution and Environment, Enzymes, Genetics, Plant Biology
 
Chemistry

Atomic structure, Electrolysis, Aqueous Chemistry, Rates of 
Reaction, Organic Chemistry, the History of the Periodic Table, 
properties, bonding and structure of matter
 
Physics

Energy and Electricity, Forces and momentum, waves, 
magnetism Radiation and the Universe, Space Physics

The course entails a combination of learning styles. Lessons 
will consist of written, demonstration and practical work, 
through direct teaching and independent study.

The course is assessed through the following route:

External exams

There are 6 exams (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry, 2 Physics) each is 
1 hour 45 minutes in duration and externally marked. 

Pupils will be following the new specification in Science with 
AQA. As a result, there is no coursework component and 
pupils are expected to complete a series of required practicals 
over the course. Pupils will then be examined on these 
practicals as part of the examination.

REVISION SUPPORT

There are many guides and revision materials available, but it 
is vital that these are for AQA 9-1.  The specification code is 
8461 (Biology), 8462 (Chemistry) and 8463 (Physics). There 
are revision guides, workbooks and cards. CGP materials are 
the best. 

Available from Scopay (£5.50 each) are the Separate Sciences 
revision guides (1782945830). We do not sell any workbooks 
or cards.

USEFUL WEBSITES

Many traditional websites exist, one of the best remains BBC 
bitesize.  This is a revision site that also has video clips and 
quizzes. www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv 
 
Watching video clips can be a massive advantage for short, 
focussed revision on a specific topic.  I recommend watching 
videos by free science lessons, fuse or cognito - some 
examples are below, always google ‘GCSE and then the topic’ 
to ensure the level and content is suitable.  These are all 
chemistry examples.  

Atomic structure
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dftq9xGXcf8

Catalysts
www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_9bpZep1QM
 
Alkenes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Is-rouV-U 

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Any lessons taught by the Science team will be available 
on Teams with the relevant lesson resources.

 
• Every pupil has an educake login where they can access 

thousands of questions 
https://www.educake.co.uk/forstudents 

 
• For past papers, mark schemes and the specification, 

the links are below:

 
Biology 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 
 
Chemistry

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 
 
Physics 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 



9

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED

Helping your child succeed in Science

Combined Science – Trilogy 
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Biology includes:

Cell biology, Organisation into systems, Infection and 
response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, 
Inheritance, Variation, Evolution and ecology.
 
Chemistry includes: 

Atomic structure, Bonding and structure of matter, Chemical 
reactions, Rates of reactions, Organic chemistry and the 
Chemistry of the atmosphere.  
 
Physics includes: 

Energy and Electricity, Forces, Waves, Magnetism and 
Electromagnets.  

The course is equivalent to two GCSEs. It entails a 
combination of learning styles. Lessons will consist of written, 
demonstration and practical work, through direct teaching and 
independent study.
 
The course is assessed through external exams - there are 6 
exams (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry, 2 Physics) each is 1 hour 15 
minutes in duration and externally marked. The questions are 
a combination of multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response.
  
Pupils will be following the new specification in Science with 
AQA. As a result, there is no coursework component and 
pupils are expected to complete a series of required practicals 
over the course. Pupils will then be examined on these 
practicals as part of the examination.  

REVISION SUPPORT

There are many guides and revision materials available, but it 
is vital that these are for AQA 9-1. The specification code is 
8464. There are revision guides, workbooks and cards. CGP 
materials are the best.  
 
Available from Scopay (£5.50) is the combined science 
revision guide (178294575X). You would need to select the 
correct tier for your child (foundation or higher). We do not 
sell any workbooks or cards.

USEFUL WEBSITES

Many traditional websites exist, one of the best remains BBC 
bitesize. This is a revision site that also has video clips and 
quizzes. www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv 
 
Watching video clips can be a massive advantage for short, 
focussed revision on a specific topic. I recommend watching 
videos by free science lessons, fuse or cognito - some 
examples are below, always google ‘GCSE and then the topic’ 
to ensure the level and content is suitable. These are all 
chemistry examples.  

Atomic structure
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dftq9xGXcf8

Catalysts
www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_9bpZep1QM
 
Alkenes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=83Is-rouV-U 

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Any lessons taught by the Science team will be available 
on Teams with the relevant lesson resources.

 
• Every student has an educake login where they can access 

thousands of questions www.educake.co.uk/forstudents 
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Helping your child succeed in Humanities

History – Edexcel
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

At Ossett Academy, we study the GCSE offered by the 
Edexcel exam board.   

Their subject website is Edexcel GCSE History (2016) | 
Pearson qualifications

The website contains a wealth of useful resources from past 
papers and exam mark schemes to revision materials 
developed by the board. 

The GCSE History exam is detailed below 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
Students study Medicine in Britain, c1250-present and The 
British sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches

1 hour 15 minutes - the paper is organised into 2 sections. 
Section A focuses on the British Sector of the Western Front 
and has 3 questions to answer. 

Section B examines the development of Medicine in Britain 
over time and again has 3 questions to answer.

Paper 2: 

Part A - Period Study
Students study the American West between 1835-1895

Part B - British Depth Study
Students study Early Elizabethan England 1558-88

1 hour 45 minutes - the paper is organised into 2 sections. 
Section A is a Period Study and Section B is a British Depth 
Study. Pupils Should spend roughly 50 minutes on each 
section. 

Paper 3:  Modern Depth Study
Students study Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

The paper lasts 1 hour 20 minutes and pupils answer 6 
questions on the paper. In addition, marks are awarded for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar on the final question.

REVISION SUPPORT

A selection of revision materials will be made available for 
parents to purchase via Scopay. However, they can also be 
purchased directly from the publisher or through a number of 
online retailers.

• My Revision Notes: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History: Weimar 
and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 – ISBN: 1510403272

• GCSE History Edexcel Revision Guide - for the Grade 9-1 
Course - ISBN: 9781782946052

• Pearson REVISE Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History Henry VIII 
Revision Guide and Workbook: (with free online Revision 
Guide and Workbook) - ISBN - 1292176393

• My Revision Notes: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History: Four 
Units in One (this contains 3 of the topics pupils will sit in 
2023) - ISBN – 1510469443

USEFUL WEBSITES

GCSE History - Edexcel - BBC Bitesize-  
Lots of information and practice tasks.  
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4j

History lessons for Key Stage 4 students - 
Oak National Academy  
If there are any topics pupils are unsure of or having any 
missing knowledge, Oak National Academy is an excellent way 
to recap and consolidate their knowledge while following a 
recorded online lesson.
www.classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage
/key-stage-4/subjects/history

GCSE History Revision | Quizlet
Quizlet has a wealth of knowledge and understanding quizzes 
to support a pupil’s knowledge retention
www.quizlet.com/en-gb/content/gcse-history

FURTHER SUPPORT

In the History department, we post all our lessons on Teams 
to allow pupils to revisit any content they have struggled with 
and to support if they have missed a lesson through absence. 
In addition, we regularly assess pupils against GCSE 
examination questions and track their strengths and 
weaknesses, supporting their progress through targeted home 
learning and tasks in class.
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Helping your child succeed in Humanities

Geography - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment:
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

• 3.1.1 The challenge of natural hazards,
• 3.1.2 The living world,
• 3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the UK, 

3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

• 3.2.1 Urban issues and challenges,
• 3.2.2 The changing economic world,
• 3.2.3 The challenge of resource management,
• 3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 3: Geographical applications: 
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

• 3.3.1 Issue evaluation,
• 3.3.2 Fieldwork,
• 3.4 Geographical skills

Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks 
before Paper 3 exam

At Key Stage 4 pupils follow the AQA GCSE Geography 
specification, where they will study a mix of both human and 
physical topics. This GCSE consists of 3 exams at the end of 
the course. Paper 1 has three topics, including challenges of 
natural hazards, the living world, UK landscapes’ including 
rivers and coasts, how they were shaped and how people 
interact and use them. Paper 2 has the topics ‘Urban issues 
and challenges’, ‘The changing economic world’ and ‘The 
challenge of resource management; food’. A key theme of this 
course is sustainability, which we study throughout the course 
by looking at issues such as: rainforest exploitation/ 
management, mitigation against climate change and ways to 
improve conditions for those living in megacities around the 
world. Paper 3 requires the pupils to develop and 
demonstrate a range of geographical skills including graphical, 
numerical and statistical skills. Part of this paper will be based 
on a pre-release resource 12 weeks prior to the final exam.

Assessment:

Paper 1- 35% of the overall grade
Paper 2- 35% of the overall grade
Paper 3- 30% of the overall grade

REVISION SUPPORT

• GCSE Geography AQA Revision Question Cards by CGP. 
ISBN: 1789082781

• GCSE Geography AQA Revision Guide by CGP. 
ISBN: 1782946101

• GCSE Geography AQA Exam Practice workbook by CGP. 
ISBN: 178294611X

• GCSE 9 – 1 Geography AQA Revision Guide by Tim 
Bayliss. ISBN: 0198423462

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.internetgeography.net/aqa-gcse-geography/ 

Internet geography is a fantastic resource to help pupils with 
revision. Pupils are able to access lots of information about 
each of the different topics they study and they are able to 
filter this so it enables them to space their revision effectively. 
Support materials to go along side this are available from the 
Geography department.  

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcdrbk7 

BBC bitesize organises revision in a clear and concise way for 
pupils to access. Pupils are able to complete a short quiz after 
each topic to identify gaps in their knowledge and help to 
support them in knowing which areas of the course they need 
to focus their revision on. 

app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/5a073d30-21f8-
11e8-8c19-619061cc7240/section/1abd8a10-21fa-11e8-8
c19-619061cc7240/session

SENECA learning allows pupils to work through a virtual 
GCSE Geography course. They can select specific topics to 
work through or the whole course if they choose to do so. 
There are support videos, along with text to read and pupils 
are regularly quizzed on their knowledge to ensure that they 
are understanding the content that is being taught.

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Pupils are provided with work booklets that they complete 
all classwork within in geography. They each have a folder 
at school with all of their work booklets in. If pupils miss a 
lesson, they can access the corresponding lesson 
resources on Teams to complete the missing work in this 
booklet. If pupils are missing any booklets, they can 
contact their class teacher who will be able to provide 
them with a copy. 
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• In term 3, virtual intervention sessions will be available to 
access on the pupil’s geography Teams page to recap and 
revise key topics before their first PPE (mock) exams at the 
end of Year 10. The revision videos have been produced 
by class teachers within the geography department. 

• Further revision resources are available from class teacher 
to support the internet geography website. If pupils feel 
they will benefit from these please ask them to contact 
their class teacher.
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CSE French - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

There are three compulsory themes that pupil's study during 
the course. Some of these themes are similar to, and build on, 
what has been studied in KS3. Some are much more 
thought-provoking and will allow pupils to express opinions on 
some complex issues. 

Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends: relationships with family and 
friends and marriage/partnerships 

• Technology in everyday life: social media and mobile 
technology 

• Free time activities: music, cinema, TV, food, eating out 
and sport 

• Customs and festivals 

Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Social issues: charity/voluntary work, healthy/unhealthy 

living 
• Global issues: the environment, poverty/homelessness.  
• Travel and tourism 

Current and future study and employment

• My studies 
• Life at College/School 
• Education Post 16 
• Career choices and ambitions 

Grammar is taught and practised alongside the content of the 
course. Understanding and giving developed opinions and 
references to different time frames are essential elements of 
the GCSE.

Assessment: 

The course is assessed through four papers on: 

• Listening 
• Speaking
• Reading (including translation into English) 
• Writing (including translation into French) 

 
There are two levels of entry: Higher and Foundation. Pupils 
must sit all papers at the same tier. Each skill is worth 25% 
and will be examined at the end of the course, in the summer 
of Year 11. Speaking differs from the other three skills in that 
the exam is conducted by class teachers in April and then 
marked by the external exam board. 

REVISION SUPPORT

The following revision materials are available from the 
Academy via Scopay:

• CGP GCSE French AQA Complete Revision and Practice 
(with CD and Online Edition) - £6.50 [ISBN: 
9781782945390]

• CGP GCSE French AQA Exam Practice Workbook - 
£2.85 [ISBN: 9781782945383]

• CGP GCSE French Translation Skills Workbook - £2.85 
[ISBN: 9781789080490]

• CGP GCSE French Grammar Handbook - £2.00 
[ISBN: 9781782947950]

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.languagenut.com – excellent for vocabulary learning, 
sentence building and practising all exam skills. Pupils score 
points for the tasks they complete. Pupil usernames and 
passwords are available on Teams.

www.quizlet.com – pupils can create online flashcards and 
play games to help learn the information. 

www.gcsebitesize.com – lots of good resources, pick the 
topic you want to revise and work through the tasks.

www.memrise.com – a vocabulary learning website, choose 
AQA GCSE French or search for OSSETT to access our lists.

www.getrevising.com – lots of useful resources!

www.lyricstraining.com – a website that uses songs and lyric 
videos to help you train your ear to listen to French.

FURTHER SUPPORT

Pupils will always benefit from routinely learning vocabulary 
and key verbs in key tenses. Strategies and tips on how best 
to learn vocabulary are available on Teams.
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Spanish - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

There are three compulsory themes that pupil's study during 
the course. Some of these themes are similar to, and build on, 
what has been studied in KS3. Some are much more 
thought-provoking and will allow pupils to express opinions on 
some complex issues. 

Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends: relationships with family and 
friends and marriage/partnerships 

• Technology in everyday life: social media and mobile 
technology 

• Free time activities: music, cinema, TV, food, eating out 
and sport 

• Customs and festivals 

Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Social issues: charity/voluntary work, healthy/unhealthy 

living 
• Global issues: the environment, poverty/homelessness. 
• Travel and tourism 

Current and future study and employment 

• My studies 
• Life at College/School 
• Education Post 16 
• Career choices and ambitions 

Grammar is taught and practised alongside the content of the 
course. Understanding and giving developed opinions and 
references to different timeframes are essential elements of 
the GCSE.

Assessment: 

The course is assessed through four papers on: 

• Listening 
• Speaking 
• Reading (including translation into English) 
• Writing (including translation into Spanish) 
 
There are two levels of entry: Higher and Foundation. Pupils 
must sit all papers at the same tier. Each skill is worth 25% 
and will be examined at the end of the course, in the summer 
of Year 11. Speaking differs from the other three skills in that 
the exam is conducted by class teachers in April and then 
marked by the external exam board. 

REVISION SUPPORT

The following revision materials are available from the 
Academy via Scopay:

• CGP GCSE Spanish AQA Complete Revision and Practice 
(with CD and Online Edition) - £6.50 
[ISBN: 9781782945482]

• CGP GCSE Spanish AQA Exam Practice Workbook - 
£2.85 [ISBN: 9781782945444]

• CGP GCSE Spanish Translation Skills Workbook - £2.85 
[ISBN: 9781789080513]

• CGP GCSE Spanish Grammar Handbook - £2.00 
[ISBN: 9781789082616]

USEFUL WEBSITES

The following websites offer useful revision notes and videos 
to support pupils with GCSE English 
Language revision: 

www.languagenut.com – excellent for vocabulary learning, 
sentence building and practising all exam skills. Pupils score 
points for the tasks they complete. Pupil usernames and 
passwords are available on Teams.

www.quizlet.com – pupils can create online flashcards and 
play games to help learn the information. 

www.gcsebitesize.com – lots of good resources, pick the 
topic you want to revise and work through the tasks.

www.memrise.com – a vocabulary learning website, choose 
AQA GCSE Spanish or search for OSSETT to access our lists.

www.getrevising.com – lots of useful resources!

www.lyricstraining.com – a website that uses songs and lyric 
videos to help you train your ear to listen to Spanish.

FURTHER SUPPORT

Pupils will always benefit from routinely learning vocabulary 
and key verbs in key tenses. Strategies and tips on how best 
to learn vocabulary are available on Teams.   

14
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Helping your child succeed in Visual Arts

Art & Design: Fine Art - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the 
following:

• Develop your ideas: learn how to develop your own ideas 
successfully and see them through to completion in the 
form of refined and ambitious artwork

• Drawing and painting: exploring many different 
techniques, materials and approaches inspired by other 
artists

• Photography: using digital cameras, the photography 
studio and other equipment to develop your recording 
skills and gather inspiration

• Editing software: enhance your photographs with 
Photoshop CS5 and other software, experiment with 
exposure, cropping and other creative tricks

• Creative thinking: learn how to problem solve through 
creative thinking to come up with a personal response

• Artist research and analysis: Analyse artists’ work to 
gather inspiration for your projects; re-create artists’ work 
to understand techniques used and write about why you 
like their work.

You will use a sketchbook to research ideas. Be prepared to 
try a wide range of materials. Drawing is an important part of 
the course, and we expect pupils who choose art to enjoy the 
subject and be prepared to work hard in their own time as 
well as in lesson time. This course allows you to work to your 
strengths with techniques best suited to you. You will look at a 
wide range of artists’ and designers’ and themes that will 
eventually influence your own work.

Unit 1 - 60% coursework
This starts in Year 10 and concludes in the December of Year 
11. This consists of one full project and the best pieces from 
other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Externally Set Assignment
This is not a written exam. 
You will be given an ESA paper from AQA listing a choice of 
themes. You will select one theme/concept and will then have 
12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 
11 and a two-day continuous time in the April of Year 11, this 
concludes your GCSE course.

REVISION SUPPORT

With Art, your revision is practicing your skills and techniques 
learnt within the lesson or recapping them if you wish to use 
later within your theme of ideas. Wednesday after school 
Master classes are available for techniques learnt in lesson 
and skill building throughout the year for you to drop in to eg. 
Mastering painting with acrylic, higher level annotations and 
artist analysis skills.

USEFUL WEBSITES

National portrait GalleryNational Gallery and the BP 
portraits awards 
Great for contemporary portraits and techniques
www.npg.org.uk/whatson/bp-portrait-award-2020/
exhibition/ 
 
How to create your own self portrait
Young People’s Guide to Self-Portraiture - home (npg.org.uk)
www.npg.org.uk/whatson/self/home/ 
 
General Art work from around the world
 
Tate Britain 
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain 

My modern met 
mymodernmet.com/important-art-movements/
www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
 
Contemporary and Historical Art search engines for 
inspiration and ideas

Pinterest.com ogle Arts and Culture 
artsandculture.google.com/ 

This is Colossal  
www.thisiscolossal.com/ 

Pinterest

A fantastic source for searching and referencing artists and 
techniques. The app allows you to pin all your ideas in one 
place, create custom boards that relate to your projects and 
see what other people of pinned.  
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FURTHER SUPPORT

Youtube is great for learning new techniques and gaining more 
in-depth knowledge around your artists.

There are also videos within the schemes of work to help you 
recap particular skills and improve.

Places to visit :

• Yorkshire Sculpture Park

• Hepworth Wakefield

• Leeds Art gallery

• London National Gallery
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Helping your child succeed in Visual Arts

Photography – AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The course comprises of two components: - The first 
component is coursework and counts for 60% of the pupil's 
overall grade. The coursework takes the format of two units of 
work. The first unit entitled “Structures” gives pupils an 
introduction to basic photography techniques both inside and 
outside of the studio. During this unit pupils are also 
introduced to basic photo editing skills using the Adobe 
Creative Media Suite. Pupils will use packages such as 
Photoshop to edit their photographs and explore creative 
opportunities to develop their body of work. All photography 
pupils now have access to download this editing package free 
of charge to a home computer or device. The advent of this 
coupled with a series of video tutorials created “in house” 
allow pupils to explore learning opportunities outside of the 
classroom. 

The second unit of coursework revolves around the theme of 
“portraiture”. Within this unit of work pupils explore more 
advanced photographic techniques such as studio lighting 
within one of our photographic studios. This unit of work also 
develops more advanced editing skills in response to a variety 
of artists and photographers that the pupils are encouraged to 
study. 

Both these units of work culminate with an opportunity for 
our pupils to develop a body of work that reflects the creative 
practitioners that have influenced them. Pupils can guide their 
own work in collaboration with their teachers to create a 
series of highly personal responses.

The second component of the course is an externally assessed 
assignment that counts for 40% of the overall grade. In 
January of Y11 AQA publishes a series of starting points, of 
which our pupils choose one to explore in depth. Pupils will 
use taught time and home learning opportunities to explore 
their chosen theme using a combination of research and 
exploration of media. This culminates with 10 hours of 
unassisted time to create a body of work that responds to 
their chosen theme.

REVISION SUPPORT

Because this is a practical subject, practice is the key to 
success within this GCSE. We would encourage all our pupils 
to take as many photos as possible. Get into the habit of 
taking your camera or phone out with you when you visit 
interesting places. Record your journeys.

Similarly, practice all the editing techniques that you are 
taught during your photography lessons. The information 
below highlights how you can download editing software from 
home to edit the pictures you have taken both inside and 
outside of lessons.

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.adobe.com
This website allows our photography pupils to log in and 
download Adobe Creative Cloud using their school email 
address. 

www.photopea.com
This is a website that hosts very similar editing software to the 
one above. This too is free to use and can be used on mobile 
devices. 

www.pinterest.co.uk
A fantastic source of searching and referencing creative 
photography techniques. The app allows you to pin all your 
ideas in one place, create custom boards that relate to your 
projects and see what other people of pinned.

FURTHER SUPPORT

We have created a series of instructional videos that our 
pupils can access from home and in lesson to assist them with 
each technique that we cover within the course. These 
tutorial videos are ideal for pupils to play along with, pausing, 
rewinding and rewatching as they learn.

We encourage all our pupils to take full advantage of the free 
access to Adobe Creative Suite from home and learn 
alongside these instructional videos.  

 



Art & Design: 3 Dimensional Design - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the 
following:

• Develop your ideas: learn how to develop your own ideas 
successfully and see them through to completion in the 
form of refined and ambitious artwork

• Drawing and making: exploring many different 
techniques, materials and approaches inspired by other 
artists and crafts people

• CAD CAM: Coral Draw: using digital software to develop 
your ideas and different methods of making

• Editing software: enhance your photographs with 
Photoshop CS5 and other software, experiment with 
exposure, cropping and other creative tricks

• Creative thinking: learn how to problem solve through 
creative thinking to come up with a personal response

• Art and Design research and analysis: Analyse artists’ and 
designers work to gather inspiration for your projects; 
re-create artists’ work to understand techniques used and 
write about why you like their work.

 
You will use a sketchbook to research ideas. Be prepared to 
try a wide range of materials.  Confidence in the workshop will 
be gained by using the machinery in a safe way. Drawing is an 
important part of the course, and we expect pupils who 
choose 3D to enjoy the subject and be prepared to work hard 
in their own time as well as in lesson time. This course allows 
you to work to your strengths with techniques best suited to 
you. You will look at a wide range of artists’ and designers’ and 
themes that will eventually influence your own work.
 
Unit 1 - 60% coursework

This starts in Year 10 and concludes in the December of Year 
11. This consists of one full project and the best pieces from 
other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Externally Set Assignment
This is not a written exam. 

You will be given an ESA paper from AQA listing a choice of 
themes. You will select one theme/concept and will then have 
12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 
11 and a two-day continuous time in the April of Year 11, this 
concludes your GCSE course.

REVISION SUPPORT

With 3D, your revision is practicing your skills and techniques 
learnt within the lesson or recapping them if you wish to use 
later within your theme of ideas. Wednesday after school 
Master classes are available for techniques learnt in lesson 
and skill building throughout the year for you to drop in to eg. 
Mastering the laser cutter, portfolio development, higher level 
annotations and artist analysis skills.

USEFUL WEBSITES

Victoria and albert Museum
for inspiration and artefacts
www.vam.ac.uk/whatson

Design Museum
for Design Inspiration contemporary and Historical
designmuseum.org/
 
Contemporary and Historical Art and Design search engines 
for inspiration and ideas. Collect and store images from lots of 
different artists, designers and design styles to support your 
work.
 
Pinterest.com ogle Arts and Culture 
artsandculture.google.com/ 

This is Colossal  
www.thisiscolossal.com/ 

Aswell as Instagram and Pinterest
 

FURTHER SUPPORT

Youtube is great for learning new techniques and gaining more 
in-depth knowledge around your artists.
There are also videos within the schemes of work to help you 
recap particular skills and improve.

Places to visit :

Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Hepworth Wakefield

Leeds Art gallery

designmuseum.org/

London National Gallery
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Helping your child succeed

Hospitality and Catering - EDUQAS
Level 1&2 Award 

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

This course covers a wide area of knowledge and practical skill 
linked to different catering businesses:

• The Hospitality and Catering Industry: You will learn 
about a variety of different types of Hospitality and 
Catering businesses, how they run, jobs that are available, 
and how they become successful.

• Hygiene and Safety: Using a combination of theory and 
practical tasks you will learn how a kitchen operates using 
safe and hygienic practises to store, prepare and cook 
foods.

• Nutrition and Menu Planning: Naming and describing 
nutrients that are essential for a person, or different 
groups of people to consume to maintain a healthy body.

• Moral and Ethical Issues: Learning about the way food is 
produced and describing how different food production 
methods can affect the environment or may have social 
and economic relevance. 

• Practical Skill: Using a variety of different preparation and 
cooking techniques you will prepare foods using different 
commodity groups (Meat, fish, dairy, grains, fruits and 
vegetables.) You will learn how to plan your time 
effectively and cook multiple dishes in a carefully 
sequenced order. 

 
You will learn through a combination of theory and practical 
lessons. You will have practical products demonstrated to you, 
so you can understand key skills and preparation methods. 
You will produce your own foods independently showing your 
understanding of the techniques you have been show and 
presenting food to a professional level. 

You will complete theory tasks using group research, taught 
ideas, independent research and a variety of other classroom 
techniques so you have a good knowledge and understanding 
of the Hospitality and Catering Industry and feel confident to 
answer a variety of short and long answer exam questions 
about different topics. 
 
Unit 1 – 40% Exam on The Hospitality and Catering Industry
A 90-minute written exam paper that tests your knowledge 
about the Hospitality and Catering Industry. Completed in 
May/June of Yr11

Unit 2 – 60% NEA Non-Exam Assessment
You will be given a brief and complete a written portfolio of 
evidence planning a menu for a specific purpose or event. You 
will identify suitable menu items and the nutrients that are 
included in the foods you have suggested. You will describe 
why your suggestions are suitable, and then create a plan for 

cooking the dishes you have suggested.
 
You will then complete a 3-hour practical cookery assessment 
where you will prepare, cook and present 2 of your dishes to a 
professional standard.  

This is a timed piece of work, and it is essential that you have 
good attendance in lessons to make sure you have all areas of 
the work complete, and practical preparation completed. 
 

REVISION SUPPORT

Home learning tasks will help you to evaluate products 
showing where your strengths and weaknesses are. You are 
set a variety of practical tasks and exam practise questions via 
Microsoft teams that will help you to revise. 

Exam masterclasses will take place to make sure you are fully 
prepared for your exam in year 11.

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.bbcgoodfood.com/ 
The good food website has a range of recipes that are great 
for you to practice your skills at home. They also have a video 
masterclass section with lots of professional help showing 
how to improve different kitchen skills. 
 
www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/ 
Food a fact of life has different sections that explain a range 
of ethical and moral foods issues, information about nutrients 
and food science resources. It is a great place to start for any 
research tasks. 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbtvxyc  
Bitesize has a section for Hospitality and Catering, it has some 
useful revision activities, and resources that link to our theory 
topics. 

FURTHER SUPPORT

There are a variety of cooking programs on television that you 
can watch to see new and different cooking techniques and 
ingredients. Master Chef the Professional and The Great 
British Menu are available on BBC I-Player. 

Places to visit:
Pay attention when you go and visit any local restaurants or 
go on holiday and stay in a hotel. Think about the service you 
are offered, and how the staff behave and treat in you in 
different places. These visits are all valuable experience in 
seeing how Hospitality and Catering establishments operate.
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Computer Science - OCR
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

This is a course that has real relevance in our modern world. 
While learners will no doubt already have some knowledge of 
computers and related areas, the course will give them an 
in-depth understanding of how Computer Technology works 
and a look at what goes on ‘behind the scenes’. As part of this, 
they will investigate computer programming, which many 
learners find interesting. Throughout the course there is a 
need for logical thinking, and suits learners that have an 
aptitude for Mathematics as both courses complement each 
other.

In Year 10 pupils will begin their Unit 1 which will look at how 
computers work as well as networks, system security and the 
ethical legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated 
with Computer Science. Alongside this they will also learn the 
basics of programming which will give them a sound base 
knowledge for Year 10 and 11. 

In Year 11, pupils will finish Unit 1 and start Unit 2. Unit 2 
covers several different algorithms, programming techniques, 
computational logic along with data representation. They will 
also continue with their python programming practice which 
supports the Algorithm questions on the Unit 2 examination.

Computer Systems (Unit 1) 
90-minute written examination
50% of the total course
 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 
(Unit 2) 
90-minute written examination 
50 % of the total course

REVISION SUPPORT

• ‘GCSE OCR Computer Science for the Grade 9-1 course. 
The Revision Guide’ By CGP Books ISBN 10 – 
178908556X

• ‘GCSE OCR Computer Science for Grade 9-1 course. 
Complete Revision & Practice’ By CGP Books ISBN 10 – 
1789085586

• ‘GCSE OCR Computer Science for Grade 9-1 course. 
Exam Practice Workbook’ By CGP Books ISBN 10 – 
1789085578

• www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk - GCSE 
Computer Size bitesize which explains concepts with 
some great videos.

• www. senecalearning.com/en-GB/ - Revision website 
that pupils will be signed up to in class. 

• revisecomputerscience.com/ - Useful revision website 
made by Computer Science teachers which contains free 
resources.

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.youtube.com/c/craigndave - Craig and Dave are two 
Computer Science teachers who have produced videos for 
every topic on the OCR GCSE specification.

classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/
key-sta ge-4/subjects/computing -  Oak education have 
some fantastic online lessons to enhance the topics taught in 
lessons particularly with practical skills.

www.learnpython.org/ - Pupils can practice their python skills 
alongside the subject content taught in class. This will ensure 
that they can become ‘expert programmers’

www.kidscancode.org/ - Website that teaches pupils to code 
in an easy to use manner with some excellent videos that they 
can follow in python.

www.thonny.org/ - The IDE that we use to program in 
python. This can be installed at home for free and we 
encourage this.

apps.apple.com/us/app/pyto-python-3/id1436650069 - 
Python IDE that can be installed on ipad/iphone.

FURTHER SUPPORT

All lesson resources are available on Teams for the entire 
course. 
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Enterprise & Marketing - OCR
Cambridge Nationals

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing gives 
pupils the practical skills and applied knowledge they’ll need in 
business. Practical elements build on theoretical knowledge so 
that pupils can put their learning into practice while also 
developing valuable transferable skills. 

Units  (Over Y10 & Y11) 

R064 Enterprise and Marketing Concepts (50%) 
1hr 30 min Exam  Set by OCR  out of 80 marks

R065 Design a Business Proposal (25%) 
Centre Assessed Tasks (Internally) 

R066 Market and Pitch a Business Proposal (25%) 
Centre Assessed Tasks (Internally) 

The first topic underpins the wider learning in this 
qualification. Pupils will develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of enterprise and marketing concepts, which 
can be applied to the other units within the qualification.  
Through the first topic pupils will understand the main 
activities that will need to happen to support a start-up 
business, and what the key factors are to consider when 
starting up a business.

In the second topic, pupils will develop the skills to design a 
business proposal to meet a specific business challenge. They 
will identify a customer profile for a specific product, complete 
market research to generate product design ideas, and use 
financial calculations to propose a pricing strategy and 
determine the viability of their product proposal. The 
knowledge and skills developed by completing this unit will 
assist pupils in the third topic of this qualification.

In the third topic, pupils will develop the skills to create a 
brand identity and promotional plan for their specific business 
product proposal developed in the second topic. They will 
develop pitching skills in order to pitch their business proposal 
to an external audience. Finally, they will review their pitching 
skills and business proposal using their learning, 
self-assessment and feedback gathered. The knowledge and 
skills developed by completing this topic will be transferable 
to further, related learning in areas such as enterprise, 
marketing or business

REVISION SUPPORT

• Cambridge National Level 1/2 Enterprise and Marketing 
by Tess Bayley & Leanna Oliver (ISBN10 - 1510456767)

• My Revision Notes: Cambridge National Level 1/2 
Enterprise and Marketing by Tess Bayley & Leanna Oliver 
(ISBN1- 1510471715)

• Cambridge National Level 1/2 Enterprise and Marketing 
Student eTextbook – (ISBN 9781510456808)

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.businessed.co.uk/index.php/home/theory/ camnat- 
public/camnat-theory-notes-public - Business Ed is a good 
starting point to make effective revision notes which covers all 
the course content in both the exam and internal assessment. 
It also has revision games and tasks to support learning. 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/ 
enterprise-and-marketing-level-1-and-2-certificate-j819/ - 
OCR Cambridge National Enterprise & Marketing website 
provides all the assignments and past papers needed for 
coursework information and exam practice to support 
revision.

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zpsvr82 - BBC Bitesize 
(Business). This website provides a recap of key fundamental 
business knowledge along with short revision quizzes to test 
knowledge retention.

FURTHER SUPPORT

• R064 Exam – Wednesday 25th May 2022 (PM)

• Tuesday Intervention Coursework Clinic from 2:45-3:45 – 
IT6.

• All Lesson PowerPoints and linked activities are available 
on Teams. 
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Creative iMedia Level 1/2 Award - OCR
Cambridge Nationals 

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip pupils 
with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities 
to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as 
research, planning, and review, working with others and 
communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the use 
of these skills, pupils will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose 
creative media products. 

R081: Pre-production skills - Pupils are introduced to a range 
of essential pre-production techniques used in the creative 
and digital media, including client brief, time frames, deadlines 
and preparation techniques

R082: Creating digital graphics -Building on the skills and 
understanding that they have developed in the previous unit, 
pupils explore where and why digital graphics are used and 
the techniques that are involved in their creation. Pupils apply 
their skills and knowledge in creating digital graphics against a 
specific brief.

R085: Creating a multipage website -Pupils explore the 
different properties, purposes and features of multipage 
websites. They demonstrate their creativity by combining 
components to create a functional, intuitive and visually 
pleasing website.

R087: Creating interactive multimedia products -Pupils 
develop their knowledge and understanding of about where 
and why different interactive multimedia products are used 
and what features are needed for a given purpose. They learn 
how to interpret a client brief, and how to use time frames, 
deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning 
and creation process.

Examination:

R081: Pre-production skills - 1h 15Mins

Coursework Units:

R082: Creating digital graphics
R085: Creating a multipage website
R087: Creating interactive multimedia products

REVISION SUPPORT

• My Revision Notes: OCR Cambridge National in Creative 
iMedia L 1 /2: Preproduction skills and Creating digital 
graphics (ISBN10 – 1471886689)

USEFUL WEBSITES

quizizz.com/admin/search/creative%20imedia – Excellent 
website with lots of quizzes for pupils to revise from.

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Tuesday Intervention Coursework Clinic from 2:45-
3:45 – IT4.

• All Lesson PowerPoints and linked activities are available 
via Teams.
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Helping your child succeed in Art & Design

Art & Design: Textiles - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the 
following:

• Develop your ideas: learn how to develop your own ideas 
successfully and see them through to completion in the 
form of refined and ambitious artwork

• Sewing and fabric manipulation: exploring many different 
techniques, materials and approaches inspired by other 
artists and crafts people

• Creative thinking: learn how to problem solve through 
creative thinking to come up with a personal response

• Textile Artist research and analysis: Analyse artists’ work 
to gather inspiration for your projects; re-create artists’ 
work to understand techniques used and write about why 
you like their work.

How I will be learning:

You will use a sketchbook to research ideas. Be prepared to 
try a wide range of materials. Drawing is an important part of 
the course, and we expect pupils who choose art to enjoy the 
subject and be prepared to work hard in their own time as 
well as in lesson time. This course allows you to work to your 
strengths with techniques best suited to you. You will look at a 
wide range of artists’ and designers’ and themes that will 
eventually influence your own work.
 
Unit 1 - 60% coursework

This starts in Year 10 and concludes in the December of Year 
11. This consists of one full project and the best pieces from 
other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Externally Set Assignment

This is not a written exam. 

You will be given an ESA paper from AQA listing a choice of 
themes. You will select one theme/concept and will then have 
12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 
11 and a two-day continuous time in the April of Year 11, this 
concludes your GCSE course.

REVISION SUPPORT

With Textiles, your revision is practicing your skills and 
techniques learnt within the lesson or recapping them if you 
wish to use later within your theme of ideas. Thursday after 
school Master classes are available for techniques learnt in 
lesson and skill building throughout the year for you to drop in 
to eg. Mastering freestitch or embroidery, higher level 
annotations and artist analysis skills.

USEFUL WEBSITES

Contemporary and Historical Art and Textiles search engines 
for inspiration and ideas on lots of artists, crafts people and 
Artwork.
 
Pinterest.com
 
artsandculture.google.com/ 
 
This is Colossal  
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/ 
 
Pinterest
A fantastic source of searching and referencing artists and 
techniques. The app allows you to pin all your ideas in one 
place, create custom boards that relate to your projects and 
see what other people of pinned.  
 
 
FURTHER SUPPORT

Youtube is great for learning new techniques and gaining more 
in-depth knowledge around your artists. You can find videos 
on just about every technique that you may wish to try.

There are also videos within the schemes of work to help you 
recap particular skills and improve.

Places to visit:

V&A London
Yorkshire Sculpture Park
Hepworth Wakefield
Leeds Art gallery
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Performing Arts Acting - Pearson
BTEC

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

Drama is an excellent way to develop confidence, life skills 
and leadership. You will gain experience of working as a team 
and taking responsibility for organising and leading practical 
activities. You will hone valuable vocal skills and physicality 
which will enable you to communicate clearly in a variety of 
situations and occupations. You will gain knowledge of the 
specialist world of theatre as actors, directors and designers 
and will refine your critical/evaluative thinking. You will be 
creative and feel the sense of satisfaction that participating in 
the Performing Arts can provide. The practical and written 
coursework will allow you to explore and perform existing 
texts as well as devising your own. 

Assessment: 

C1: Internally assessed 
Exploring the Performing Arts 
Explore the wide-ranging roles and responsibilities in the 
Theatre. Learn about 3 contrasting styles such as Physical 
Theatre and Verbatim. 
30% of total course 
 
C2: Internally assessed  
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 
Create a performance of scripted work. 
30% of total course 
 
C3: Externally assessed  
Responding to a Brief 
Devise your own performance based on a stimulus such as 
‘Vantage Point’. 
40% of total course

REVISION SUPPORT

• Revise BTEC Tech Award Performing Arts Revision Guide 
by Sally Jewers, Heidi McEntee, Paul Webster. ISBN: 
129224562X

USEFUL WEBSITES

Teachers performance by Black Eyed Theatre:  
Full show and context of the show for independent research.
blackeyedtheatre.co.uk/shows-2/online-for-schools/teecher
s-online/#tab-80733 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by The 
National Theatre:  
Provides interviews with cast and crew to develop 
independent research. Offers clips of the live production.
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03dwq2r

Everybody’s Talking About Jamie: 
Offers detailed context on the production including artistic 
intention for example, to enhance independent research.
www.everybodystalkingaboutjamie.co.uk/education/

FURTHER SUPPORT

Intervention after school offered weekly - Tuesdays 2.45pm in 
T3. All lesson resources including photos and videos of 
rehearsals uploaded onto Teams for Home Learning.



Helping your child succeed

Music - AQA
GCSE

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The GCSE Music course consists of three components 
focusing on the development of the key musical skills of 
Listening, Performing & Composing.

Component 1: Understanding Music:

Pupils are introduced to a wide range of musical genres from 
Classical to Rock and Pop, Traditional to World Music. They 
develop their listening and analytical skills through the study 
of pieces from the four areas of study:

1. Western classical tradition 1650–1910
2. Popular music
3. Traditional music
4. Western classical tradition since 1910.

The areas of study provide the opportunity for pupils to 
develop skills in listening and analysis of a wide range of 
musical genres and their composite musical elements. 
Additionally, pupils undertake study of two set works: The 
‘Rondo’ from Mozart’s ‘Clarinet Concerto’ and three songs 
from the musical ‘Little Shop of Horrors’.

Component 2: Performing Music: 

Pupils develop their performing skills throughout the course in 
preparation for a live performance submission performed on 
the instrument of their choice (including vocal, rap or as a DJ)

One performance must be as a soloist and one piece must be 
as part of an ensemble lasting a combined minimum of four 
minutes. The performance as part of an ensemble must last 
for a minimum of one minute. The choice of repertoire is 
decided by the pupil with guidance from their teacher.

Component 3: Composing Music: 

Pupils learn how to develop musical ideas, by composing two 
pieces of music. Composition 1 must be composed in 
response to an externally set brief released by the exam board 
at the start of Year 11 and the other is a free composition 
which can be   composed in any style or genre to best reflect 
the skills, strengths and interests of the individual pupils. 
(Composition 2).

The combined duration of the compositions must be a 
minimum of three minutes.
 
Examination:

Component 1: Understanding music – 1hr 30 mins
Coursework & Examination

Component 2: Performing music
Coursework:
 
Component 3: Composing Music

REVISION SUPPORT

• Revision Materials & Listening activities available 
through Teams.

• CGP AQA Complete Revision & Practice Guide.

• Rhinegold Study Guide (for Understanding Music paper 
Section A questions).

USEFUL WEBSITES

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb  
- AQA examination 

www.musictheory.net

FURTHER SUPPORT

• Instrumental lessons available in school through Wakefield 
Music Services and other providers.

• Music extra-curricular rehearsals including Ossett 
Academy Orchestra and Guitar and Ukulele ensembles.
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Helping your child succeed in PE

Sports Studies – OCR
Cambridge Nationals 

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more 
sector-based focus, including core sport/physical education 
themes. Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical 
knowledge about different types of sport and physical activity, 
skills development and sports leadership to their own practical 
performance. They will learn about contemporary issues in 
sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models, 
and sport and the media. Learners will develop an 
appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, 
different ways of being involved in sport and of how this 
shapes the sports industry.

This course is suited to individuals who have an interest in 
sport and enjoy the practical aspects such as performance and 
leadership alongside written content including exams and 
coursework. This course is ideal for those wanting to take 
Sport and Physical Education in the future or for those who 
are interested in taking an alternative educational pathway 
such as apprenticeships and practical based learning.

RO51- Contemporary Issues in Sport – Written Examination
 
By completing this unit, learners will explore a range of topical 
and contemporary issues in sport, relating to participation 
levels and barriers, the promotion of values and ethical 
behaviour through sport and the role of high-profile sporting 
events and national governing bodies in advancing sports’ 
attempts to positively impact upon society and showcase their 
worth beyond providing entertainment.

RO52- Developing Sports Skills – External Examination - 
Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop their skills, 
techniques and use of tactics/strategies/compositional ideas 
in both an individual and a team sporting activity, as well as 
their understanding of the rules to allow them to act in a 
number of officiating roles within an activity. They will also 
consider the use of different practice methods in order to 
improve their performance.

RO53- Sports Leadership – External Examination - 
Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop some of the 
knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to be 
an effective sport leader and plan, deliver and review safe and 
effective sporting activity sessions themselves. They will be 
encouraged to consider and evaluate their delivery and by 
doing so develop their ability to communicate with an 
audience verbally and through practical demonstration and 
adapt to developing situations and the different needs and 
abilities of those they are leading.

RO54- Sport and the Media – External Examination - 
Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop their knowledge 
and understanding of the relationship between sport and the 
media as well as their ability to evaluate and interpret the 
different ways in which sports items may be represented by 
the media. The skills developed would be relevant in a range 
of careers and roles within the sports industry, such as sports 
reporting/broadcasting, sports analysis or research and Public 
Relations or media work within a sports organisation.

REVISION SUPPORT

Pupils will be provided with a resource pack during the first 
term of year 11, ready for their exam in January. The resource 
is provided by Zigzag education who are a creative publisher 
actively working with examiners and educational specialists.  I 
would also recommend. 

My Revision Notes: Cambridge National Level1/2 Sport 
Studies by Sue Young and Symond Burrows. ISBN 
1510478582

USEFUL WEBSITES

The Academy will provide pupils with a support package 
which is accessible via Microsoft teams.  Pupils will be able to 
access PowerPoints, supporting worksheets and can contact 
their lead teacher for additional support. 

This Official OCR website will also provide pupil exemplar 
work when completing the coursework units.

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-st
udies-level-1-2-j803-j813/assessment/ 

FURTHER SUPPORT

Material can be found on Microsoft Teams and we run an 
Intervention group on Tuesdays and Wednesday for Year 10 
pupils during Period 7 in T3. Pupils will be invited to attend 
but these sessions are welcome to all.
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Helping your child succeed in PE

Sports Science – OCR
Cambridge Nationals

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science provides students 
with a valuable learning experience of Physical Education, 
Sport and Exercise developing understanding for those who 
have a keen interest in sport and fitness. It takes an engaging 
and inspiring approach to learning and assessment through 
applying theoretical knowledge to practical situations. 
Students will study key areas including anatomy and 
physiology linked to fitness, health, injury and performance; 
the science of training and application of training principles, 
and how nutrition affects sport performance.

This course is suited to individuals who have a passion for 
sport and want to develop their understanding of the science 
behind sports performance. This course is ideal for those 
wanting to take Sport and Physical Education in the future, 
progressing onto BTEC Sport Level 3 or A-Level Physical 
Education with the potential of a career path in the industry of 
sport.

RO41 – Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries – Written 
Examination 

By completing this unit, learners will know how to prepare 
participants to take part in physical activity in a way which 
minimises the risk of injuries occurring, how to react to 
common injuries that can occur during sport and how to 
recognise the symptoms of some common medical conditions, 
providing a good foundation to undertake formal first aid 
training and qualifications.

RO42 - Applying Principles of Training – External 
Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop knowledge and 
understanding of the principles and methods of training and 
the application of these in the design of training programmes 
along with practical skills in fitness testing.

RO43- The Body’s Response to Physical Activity – External 
Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will understand key aspects 
of the structure and function of the musculoskeletal and 
cardio-respiratory systems and investigate some of the 
changes which occur to them in response to short and 
long-term physical activity.

RO45- Sports Nutrition – External Examination - 
Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will consider the composition 
of a healthy, balanced diet. They will also consider the 

necessity of certain nutrients and how they impact sports 
performance. Understanding will be shown though completing 
an effective diet plan for a sports performer.

REVISION SUPPORT

Pupils will be provided with a resource pack during the first 
term of year 11, ready for their exam in January. The resource 
is provided by Zigzag education who are a creative publisher 
actively working with examiners and educational specialists.  I 
would also recommend. 

My Revision Notes: Cambridge National Level1/2 Sport 
Science by Sue Young and Symond Burrows. ISBN 
9781510478572

USEFUL WEBSITES

The Academy will provide pupils with a support package 
which is accessible via Microsoft teams.  Pupils will be able to 
access PowerPoints, supporting worksheets and can contact 
their lead teacher for additional support. 

This Official OCR website will also provide pupil exemplar 
work when completing the coursework units.

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-sc
ience-level-1-2-j828/assessment/

FURTHER SUPPORT

Material can be found on Microsoft Teams, and we run an 
Intervention group on Tuesdays and Wednesday for Year 10 
pupils during Period 7 in T3.  Pupils will be invited to attend 
but these sessions are welcome to all. 



Helping your child succeed in Performing Arts

Dance – AQA
BTEC TECH awards 

HOW YOU WILL BE ASSESSED 

BTEC Awards are the brand-new Level 1 and Level 2 
qualifications for first teaching which started in 2017. They 
are equivalent to GCSEs and provide a first glimpse into a 
professional sector, these qualifications assess students 
through assignments and tasks (including performance) rather 
than traditional exams. This course focuses specifically on the 
Dance aspect of Performing Arts. 
The course is split into three components: 

Component 1 - Exploring the Performing Arts Get a taste of 
what it’s like to be a professional dancer. 

During Component 1, students will: Explore performance 
styles, creative intentions and purpose, investigate how 
practitioners create and influence what’s performed, discover 
performance roles, skills, techniques and processes. 

Component 2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in the 
Performing Arts Develop skills and techniques in Dance.

During Component 2, students will: Take part in workshops, 
classes and rehearsals, gain physical, interpretative, vocal and 
rehearsal skills, apply these skills in performance, reflect on 
their progress, their performance and how they could improve. 

Component 3 - Performing to a Brief Aim Consider how 
practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts and put 
this into practice in a performance. 

To achieve this aim, students will: Use the brief and previous 
learnings to come up with ideas, build on their skills in classes, 
workshops and rehearsals, review the process using an ideas 
and skills log, perform a piece to their chosen audience, reflect 
on their performance in an evaluation report

Internally assessed task 1

The students get to explore what it’s like to be a
 professional dancer.

30% of total course

Internally assessed task 2

The students will develop skills and techniques in dance.
30% of total course

Internally assessed task 3

Students work in groups of between 3 and 7 members to 
create a performance based on a set brief.
40% of total course

REVISION SUPPORT

Pupils will be provided with a resource pack during the first 
term of year 11, ready for their exam in January. This 
information pack will be tailored to meet the needs of the 
pre-released exam scenario. 

The Academy will provide pupils with a support package 
which is accessible via Microsoft teams. Pupils will be able to 
access PowerPoints, supporting worksheets and can contact 
their lead teacher for additional support.

FURTHER SUPPORT

Material can be found on Microsoft Teams, and we run an 
Intervention group on Tuesdays a Year 10 pupils during Period 
7 in T3. Pupils will be invited to attend but these sessions are 
welcome to all..
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