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Year 9
Pathways Information 2022
Welcome to the Guided Pathway Booklet for Year 9 students at Ossett Academy. As your child enters Key Stage 4 
they will be beginning the study of GCSE level qualifications and preparing for examinations at the end of Year 10 
and Year 11. These qualifications will determine what they can access at Post 16 education and further in the future, 
what career opportunities are open to them.

At Ossett Academy we firmly believe that all children, irrespective of their starting point, are entitled to a broad and 
balanced curriculum which will enable them to succeed both whilst at the academy and beyond. It is our intent that 
the experiences we provide our students through our wider educational offer, and specifically our curriculum offer, 
drives our Trust vision Students First: raising standards and transforming lives. At Ossett Academy we are delighted 
to offer an innovative curriculum, which enables all students within our academy to fulfil their potential and develop 
the all-important knowledge, skills and qualities which will serve them well in later life.

As students move from Year 9 into Year 10 at Ossett Academy, they have a choice of the subjects that they wish to 
study at GCSE. This is beginning of their journey into studying specialist subject areas of interest at KS4.

Furthermore, we fully support the entitlement that students have to study the group of qualifications which the 
government calls the English Baccalaureate (EBacc): English, Mathematics, Sciences, one Humanities subject 
(Geography or History) and a modern foreign language (French or Spanish). To both support attainment in this 
important group of subjects and promote a broad and balanced curriculum for your child, we require all students to 
study at least one of the following subjects: Geography, History, French or Spanish at GCSE.

For many students it will be appropriate that they also study another one of those subjects and ensure students can 
attain the Full EBacc which, increasingly, higher education establishments are looking for: these subjects are also an 
excellent foundation for those who wish to go on and study A Levels in the 'Facilitating Subjects' (Biology, Chemistry, 
English, Geography, History, Maths, Modern Foreign Languages, Physics). We will advise you if we believe that your 
child should be following the Full EBacc route and as always, provide specialist independent careers advice to ensure 
that you have access to impartial support during this process. Alongside all options information, as an Academy, we 
have subject specialist directors of English, Maths and Science which work across both of our academies and work 
closely with our Curriculum leaders of core subjects. They are key to helping students within each academy, to 
achieve their maximum potential to all students and play a vital role in ensuring that the transition into GCSE content 
within core subjects.

We understand that this is a crucial time and the choosing of qualification courses is very important. Within current 
circumstances, we want to fully support this process with various in person and remote methods to support. Initially, 
students will all receive this booklet where they will be able to get all information they require for each of the 
subjects that are on offer at Ossett Academy. Alongside this booklet, there will be a number of Stream videos which 
will be created by staff to guide students and give more information around each qualification. These will be 
accessible remotely (SharePoint & Website) and can be re-visited and re-played numerous times. Finally, there will 
be an options evening in February where pupils and parents can speak with certain subject leaders and SLT to ensure 
clarity for each of the options that they have chosen.

Whatever your child is hoping to study, and then do in later life, I am sure that you will find the Pathway process 
helpful, in the full knowledge that our sole aim is to put all students first: raising standards and transforming lives.

Please contact me directly via email should you have any questions.

Mr N Ash
Vice Principal 
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Information from Subject Leads
All subject areas have provided a simple overview of the courses students are currently engaged within 
KS4. There is information about the course content, examination boards, where to find revision materials 
and top tips for success. If parents need to contact individual subject leaders they can do so by e-mailing 
them directly:

English (Language and Literature) 
Mrs L Goode 
LGoode@ossett.accordmat.org

Maths 
Mr P Singh
PSingh@ossett.accordmat.org

Science (Combined and Separates)  
Mrs B Smith 
BSmith@ossett.accordmat.org

Humanities (History and Geography) 
Mrs V Bisson 
VBisson@ossett.accordmat.org

MFL (Spanish and French)
Ms S Bruce
SBruce@ossett.accordmat.org

BICTE 
(Business, IMedia, Computer Science, Media)
Mr R Rhodes  
RRhodes@ossett.accordmat.org

Art and Design Technology   
Mrs L Fozard  
LFozard@ossett.accordmat.org

Music
Mr A Delaney
ADelaney@ossett.accordmat.org

Drama and Performing Arts
Mrs M Holmes/Miss K Firth   
MHolmes@ossett.accordmat.org / 
KFirth@ossett.accordmat.org

Physical Education 
Mr B Price 
BPrice@ossett.accordmat.org

In addition, the Year 9 students are supported by the Year 9
Leadership Team, comprising of: 

Vice Principals: 
 
Mr A Redfern 
ARedfern@ossett.accordmat.org

Miss S Gibbs 
SGibbs@ossett.accordmat.org

Y9 PYL:
 
Miss G Sedgewick 
GSedgewick@ossett.accordmat.org
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Guided Pathways - Progression Routes
It is critical that all students make Guided Pathway choices that will allow them to progress to education, 
employment, an apprenticeship, or other training/courses post 16.

The Pathway choices students make can also have an impact on the University they can attend and the 
course(s) they are able to access. If you believe that University is a pathway you might choose you need to 
think carefully about how your choice(s) now might/might not allow you to progress to a University of your 
choice – this is why this process is very important and we want to ensure that the pathway chosen, fits each 
student individually.

What will you study? The structure of the timetable will be very similar to the one you have in Year 9. The 
timetable week contains 25 x 1-hour periods: plus, five half hour periods of form time. The 25-period week 
is split into compulsory Core subjects, EBAC subjects and finally Pathway subjects.

English Baccalaureate
In December 2010 the Government introduced the English Baccalaureate or EBacc for short. This is not a 
qualification in its own right but a suite of qualifications that are gathered together under the same 
umbrella. At Ossett Academy, we fully support the entitlement that students are able to study this group of 
qualifications.

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is “awarded” to students who achieve a Grade 5 or higher at GCSE level 
in each of the following subjects:

Mathematics

English 

Sciences 
this could be Combined Sciences (worth 2 
x GCSEs) or Separate Science (Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics) 

History and/or Geography 

French and/or Spanish 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is highly regarded within education providers at Post 16 and gives 
students a wide range of opportunities to access many different courses and careers.

Types of Qualification - GCSE 
This stands for General Certificate in Secondary education. It is a nationally recognised qualification. GCSEs 
have changed in all schools nationally over the last four years. GCSEs are now graded using the new 9 to 1 
grading system, with 9 being the highest grade and grade 5 being the minimum grade to be defined as a 
“strong pass” by the Department for Education.

Most GCSEs are assessed solely through written examination papers that are taken at the end of the 
course. Some subjects such as Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Language enter candidates at 
different tiers based on students’ ability, with only certain grades being available for each tier. Other 
subjects have only one tier and all grades are available.
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Technical Qualifications 
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum offers a wide range of subjects which provides a variety of academic and 
technical courses to choose from. Technical qualifications (OCR / BTECs) aim to help students learn about 
a specific industry or area of work. They are assessed through a combination of continued assessment 
(assignments) and written examinations. The Technical qualifications we offer at Key Stage 4 are Level 1/2 
Technical awards.

Please note that Technical awards are just as difficult as GCSE qualifications and should not be seen as an 
easy option.

How to make your Guided Pathway choices

Step 1 - Read this booklet

• Consider the subjects on offer. Which ones will help you get into your chosen career 
or Post 16 course? 

• Think about your strengths and how the subjects on offer will match these. 

Step 2 - Discuss your ideas

• Have a chat with your form tutor and start to speak with subject teachers and subject 
leaders.

• Be open minded and prepared to accept the advice of parents and teachers, they all 
have your best interest at heart.
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Step 4 - Guided Pathway process  

• The academy will consider the selected preferences and may wish to discuss them. 

• Subject preferences will be circulated to subject staff to confirm that they feel that 
you have the right subject package.

Step 5 - The academy writes to you 

• The academy will send a letter showing your finalised Guided Pathway subjects. The 
letter will be sent in the summer term.

Step 3 - Fill in the Guided Pathway form 

• Make sure that you number your choices in order of preference. The number one 
being your first choice. Choice one must be from the purple column. Choices two to 
five can made against any subject in any column. 

• Make sure that the form is signed and dated. 

• Please return by the deadline set by the academy. This will be completed remotely 
via a Microsoft form available on the Pathways website.
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Pathways Information 2022
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English Language

Course Description

AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE

Students will be expected to read a range of fiction extracts throughout the course, showing an understanding of 
the writers’ intentions regarding the language and structure used. We have over 50 extracts in the department 
that we will use to support the students in the skills they are expected to develop. Having a critical opinion of 
fictional texts is also an essential aspect of the course.

Students will develop their own descriptive writing throughout the course. They will be expected to describe 
atmospheric and meaningful pictures or events with a range of detailed vocabulary. We will support all students 
with the technical expectations of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Students will be asked to read a range of non-fiction texts from a variety of decades across the last two 
centuries. Comparing texts from the modern day to texts from the 1800s is an essential skill within the course 
and we will focus on ensuring students practice with engaging and thematic texts 
as support. As with all reading skills, students will be expected to identify the key areas of language and structure 
within their non-fiction texts as well as compare key ideas.

Students will be asked to write a non-fiction text of their own and throughout the course, we will support them 
with the writing of letters, articles, blogs and speeches. They must present a clear and passionate viewpoint 
throughout; ensuring the examiner is engaged in their opinion.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Goode

Paper 1: Explorations in creative writing and reading

• Section A: Students are asked to read one fictional Literature text and answer 4 key questions 
based on their understanding of the text.

• Section B: Students are asked to write a descriptive piece based on a stimulus provided.
• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 80 marks – 50% GCSE

Paper 2: Writers viewpoints and perspectives

• Section A: Students are asked to read one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text – 
they then answer 4 key questions based on their understanding of the texts.

• Section B: Students are asked to write a text in which they present a viewpoint.
• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 80 marks – 50% GCSE
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I enjoy the class discussions about the books.

I really like how different books reflect 
different thoughts and ideas.

I enjoy how words can have many different 
meanings and I like studying the language.

An English Language GCSE is valued exceptionally highly by employers and Further Education 
providers. Not only does the course provide a good foundation for further study of English 
Language and/or English Literature at A level, it is also an essential requirement for almost every 
area of further study.

The English Language course is ideal for students considering a career in: Law, Public Relations, 
Journalism, Teaching and Human Resources.
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English Literature

Course Description

AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel.

• Section A: Students are asked to answer one question on the play ‘Macbeth’. They will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.

• Section B: Students are asked to answer one question on the novel ‘A Christmas Carol’. They will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.

• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 64 marks – 40% GCSE

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry.

• Section A: Students are asked to answer one question on from a choice of two 
on their studied play ‘An Inspector Calls’.

• Section B: Students are asked to answer one comparative question on one named 
poem and one other poem chosen from their anthology on Power and Conflict.

• Section C: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question 
comparing the first poem with a second unseen poem.

• Written exam
• 2hr 15mins
• 96 marks – 60% GCSE

Our curriculum offers a challenging programme where students will study 19th century fiction (A Christmas Carol; 
modern drama (An Inspector Calls); Shakespeare’s Macbeth; an anthology of poetry (Conflict and Power). These 
texts have been selected to allow our students the very best chance to thrive in their studies and the skills around 
these texts are successfully developed until students feel confident to access the exam.

In their study of Macbeth, students will be expected to have a thorough understanding of the key characters and 
themes from within the play. An understanding of Shakespearean context is encouraged and students will be 
linking key moments of the era to key moments of the play.

In their study of A Christmas Carol, students will be expected to have a thorough understanding of the key 
characters and themes from within the play. An understanding of society in Victorian England is encouraged and 
students will be linking key moments of the era to key moments of the novel.

In their study of An Inspector Calls, students will be working hard on developing a full understanding of 
characters, themes and quotations. It will be particularly important for students to memorise and explore the 
language of the text as no reading text is given in the examination.

Within the study of Power and Conflict poetry and the unseen poetry, students will become familiar with the 
language and structure of 15 key poems that are listed in the Poetry anthology. Students will be provided with this 
anthology and a range of unseen poems to harness their skills of understanding and interpretation.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Goode
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

We can see how English helps us across 
our other subjects.

We feel really intelligent when we 
can write about complex texts 
with confidence.

The stories we study are really interesting 
and we love the characters we learn about.

An English Literature GCSE is highly valued by employers and Further Education providers. The 
course provides a good foundation for further study of 
English Language and/or English Literature.

English Literature is an ideal course for students considering a career in: Law, 
Public Relations, Journalism, Teaching and Human Resources.
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Mathematics 

Course Description

OCR MATHS GCSE

Two Tiers
Foundation = Grades 1 to 5
Higher = Grades 4 to 9

The GCSE (9-1) Mathematics qualification encourages students to develop a positive attitude towards the subject 
and recognise the importance of mathematics in daily life. Students build on a sound base of conceptual 
understanding to apply mathematical techniques in a variety of authentic contexts.

The main areas examined are :

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, proportion, and rates of change

• Geometry and Measures

• Probability

• Statistics

• Problem solving

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr P Singh

Paper 1

• Calculator 
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes

Paper 2

• Non-Calculator 
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes

Paper 3

• Calculator 
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes
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What could I progress onto

GCSE Mathematics is an important foundation for many of the courses you may take in 
further education or in employment, and a requirement for many university courses. Almost 
all jobs and careers require you to have Mathematics GCSE, but the following careers are 
some that would enable you to make a lot of use of your Mathematics:

•  Accounting

• Engineering

• Scientific Research

• Aerospace & Defence

• Actuary

• Running your own business.

Student Comments

The Maths department are always there to support 
me if I ever need help with anything.

My teacher always tries to make the lesson 
fun, and always has extra work we can do.

I like that, when we have a test, we get to find 
out how well we’ve done really quickly, so we 
can see what we need to do for the next test.
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Combined Science
AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Biology Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Biology Paper 2: Topics 5-7 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 5-7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; 
and Ecology.

• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Chemistry Paper 1: Topics 8-12 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 8-12: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and 
the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Chemistry Paper 2: Topics 13-17 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 13-17: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; 
Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Physics Paper 1: Topics 18-21 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 18-21: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Physics Paper 2: Topics 22-24 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam

• Covers topics 22-24: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnets; and Space physics
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs B Smith
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Course Description
GCSE Combined Science allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientific principles through a hands 
on, practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas and 
thinking about them scientifically. This allows students to build a better understanding of the world around them.

In Science, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about all aspect of the three discipline; Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Students study a range of topics across all three areas and will be examined on these in 6 
papers, two biology, two chemistry, and two physics. Within each paper there will be questions that not only assess 
pupil’s ability to recall information, it will also require them to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, analyse 
data and draw conclusions.

There are sixteen required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the course. Paper 
1 and Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupils knowledge and understanding of the skills developed in these 
practical activities.

Progression Routes

Students completing Combined Science: Trilogy will be able to move into many careers in a 
scientific background as this are a complete course covering all three relevant science 
disciplines. Completion of the two Combined Science: Trilogy will enable you to progress to 
A-Levels in any science discipline.

However, if you are certain that a scientific career, especially medicine, dentistry, astrophysics, 
or veterinary science, then you may want to consider taking Triple Science.

Student Comments

I like the fact that Science covers so many 
different topics.

Science is all around us so it is important to 
understand how it works.

15
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Biology
AQA BIOLOGY GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs B Smith

Course Description
GCSE Biology allows students to develop a deep understanding of the key biological principles through a hands on, 
practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas and thinking 
about them scientifically. This allows our students to build a better understanding of how our bodies function and how 
the ecological systems around us work together.

In Biology, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about biological systems, including the structure and 
functioning of cells and how they divide for growth and repair. They study in detail the two essential reactions for life 
on Earth: photosynthesis and respiration, and they look at the interaction with the environment and how all molecules 
are recycled between the living world and the environment to sustain life. The course also looks at homeostasis and the 
importance of maintaining a constant internal environment. Students will be examined on these topics in two exams. 
Within each exam paper there will be questions that not only assess pupil’s ability to recall information, it will also 
require them to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, analyse data and draw conclusions.

There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the course. Paper 1 and 
Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupils knowledge and understanding of the skills developed in these practical 
activities.

Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 5-7 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 5-7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

SEPARATE SCIENCE (TRIPLE)

Progression Routes

Examples of Biology related careers include the following:

• Research scientist
• Biomedical scientist
• Forensic scientist
• Microbiologist
• Pharmacologist
• Psychologist
• Science lecturer
• Science journalist
• Sports therapist
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Chemistry
AQA BIOLOGY GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs B Smith

Course Description
GCSE Chemistry allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientific principles through a hands on, 
practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas and thinking 
about them scientifically. This allows our students to build a better understanding of the world around them.

In Chemistry, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about all aspect of Chemistry. Students study a 
range of topics in this field, including Atomic structure and the periodic table; Chemical and Energy changes as well as 
Quantitative and Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis and Chemistry of the atmosphere. Students will be examined on 
these topics in two exam papers. Within each exam paper there will be questions that not only assess pupil’s ability to 
recall information, but apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, and analyse data and draw conclusions.

There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the course. Paper 1 and 
Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupil’s knowledge and understanding of the skills developed in these practical 
activities.

Paper 1: Topics 1-5 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties 
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 6-10 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 6-10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; 
Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources.

• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

SEPARATE SCIENCE (TRIPLE)

Progression Routes

Chemistry will open the doors to countless careers, both in the lab and out of it, and people who 
have studied chemistry are employed in many sectors, including medicine research, 
manufacturing, and education.

Common career choices for chemistry students are:

• Analytical chemist
• Laboratory technician
• Medicinal chemist
• Production chemist
• Research chemist
• Environmental scientist
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Physics
AQA BIOLOGY GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs B Smith

Course Description
GCSE Physics allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientific principles through a hands on, practical 
approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas and thinking about them 
scientifically. This allows students to build a better understanding of the world around them.

In Physics, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about the fascinating world of physics, and study a 
range of different areas including, Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity as well as Atomic structure and Space physics. 
Students will be examined on these topics in two exams. Within each exam paper there will be questions that not only 
assess pupil’s ability to recall information, it will also require them to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, 
analyse data and draw conclusions.

There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the course. Paper 1 and 
Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupil’s knowledge and understanding and the skills developed in these 
practical activities.

Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 5-8 – 50%  - 1 hour 45-minute exam

• Covers topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnets; and Space physics
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

SEPARATE SCIENCE (TRIPLE)
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Progression Routes

There are a range of vocational qualifications (such as BTECs, NVQ/SVQs and Diplomas) linked 
to an interest in physics including:

• Construction and built environment
• Electrical engineering
• Mechanical engineering
• Applied science
• Computer science
• Engineering
• Information technology
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Computer Science

Course Description

OCR COMPUTER SCIENCE

Paper 1 – Computer Systems - 90 minute exam, worth 50%

• Covers how computers work, computer components, networks, computer security 
and legal aspects of Computer Science.

• Calculators are not allowed
• This paper consists of multiple choice questions, short response questions and extended response questions.

Paper 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming - 90 minute exam, worth 50%

• Covers common computer algorithms, programming fundamentals, how to produce robust programs, 
Computer logic and programming environments.

• Two sections – both sections must be answered.
• Section A – multiple choice questions, short response questions and extended response questions
• Section B – questions assess ability to write and refine algorithms. Questions can be answered 

using OCR exam reference Language or a high level language (Python)

Computers are used in every aspect of our daily lives and this course looks is a detailed look at computers and how 
they work. The course looks at how we represent everyday information, such as text and images, on a computer 
using a binary representation.

We will see how the actual CPU processes data and instructions and how that data is stored on local and 
secondary storage devices and how we can use different types of networks in different situations.
The course also covers software, looking at how systems software functions and a detailed look at how the central 
processing unit executes individual instructions.

Programming is a large part of this course, and you will learn how to create programmed solutions to problems and 
then improve and refine the programs.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr R Rhodes
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

Studying Computer Science was perfect for me as I 
really enjoyed it at Key Stage 3. I have a real 
interest in computers and how they work. The 
lessons are fun and I am looking forward to taking 
the subject at A-level to pursue my dream of 
becoming a software engineer.

I thought I knew how computers worked 
until I took this course. I have learnt so 
much about the different types of 
computers, networks, software and 
hardware and not to mention programming.

Computing and Computer Science are fast growing industries and the technology is always 
adapting to meet different needs. This opens the door to many different job roles from IT 
support to Game Testers and Programmers. This industry is the highest paid and the average 
salary for jobs in computing is £37,500.
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History

Course Description

EDEXCEL HISTORY GCSE

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment, 30% of GCSE, 1 Hour 15-minute exam

• Medicine in Britain c.1250- present and the British sector of the Western Front, 
1918- 1914: injuries, treatments and trenches.

• 52 marks
• Source inference, source analysis, source investigation and open response questions.

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study, 40% of GCSE, 1 Hour 45-minute exam

• Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 
• The American West – 1835-1895
• 64 marks (32 for each section)
• Open response questions

Paper 3: Modern Depth Study, 30% of GCSE, 1 Hour 20-minute exam

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918- 39
• 52 marks
• Source inferences, source analysis, interpretation comparison, interpretation analysis, 

open response question.

In history, students develop their own skills including forming and expressing their opinion, backing that opinion 
up with evidence and explaining it clearly while at the same being aware and considerate of other opinions.

In GCSE history, students study four modules: the thematic study of Medicine Through Time, the period study of 
The American West 1835-1895, the Period study of Early Elizabethan England and the Modern Depth study of 
Weimar and Nazi Germany. The thematic study gives the opportunity to study a topic over a long period of time 
(around 800 years), which allows them to understand the bigger picture of changes and improvements. Opposite 
to this is the period study and the depth studies which allow students to investigate a topic in detail, which 
allows for a deep understanding. Both of these approaches, the bigger picture and a deep understanding are 
fundamental to success in history.

There are three exams at the end of Year 11 which make up 100% of the final grade. Within each exam paper 
there will be questions that not only assess student’s ability to recall their deep knowledge about the events, 
they will also require them to apply this to different skills including reasoning, judgement as well as source and 
interpretation analysis. Paper 1 questions focus on source analysis and investigation as well as extended 
answers around the change over time of medicine. Meanwhile, paper 2 questions focus on much narrower time 
frames, with all questions requiring an extended answer that focus on skills such as significance, chronology, 
reasoning and judgement. Lastly, Paper 3 continues on a narrower time frame but focuses on interpretations 
(different viewpoints) of the past.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs V Bisson
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I really enjoy looking at events that have happened 
in the past; it makes me understand how we live 
today.

History will be kind to me for I intend 
to write it.

History helps me to develop so many skills that I 
can use in other subjects— mainly history gets me 
to think.

History is an impressive academic subject valued by all branches of higher education and 
employers. The study of History provides students with a capacity for analysis, an ability to 
communicate and an understanding of the decision making process.

These skills are highly sought after by employers and will benefit students in their working and 
social life. The skills acquired from the study of History will benefit those seeking a career in law, 
teaching, broadcasting, publishing, Media, Journalism, Civil Service, Police, politics, archaeology 
and many more.
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Geography

Course Description

AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment - Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

• 3.1.1 The challenge of natural hazards,
• 3.1.2 The living world, 
• 3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the UK, 3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes

• 3.2.1 Urban issues and challenges,
• 3.2.2 The changing economic world,
• 3.2.3 The challenge of resource management,
• 3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 3: Geographical applications: Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

• 3.3.1 Issue evaluation,
• 3.3.2 Fieldwork,
• 3.4 Geographical skills

Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam.

At Key Stage 4 students will follow the AQA GCSE Geography specification, where they will study a mix of both 
human and physical topics. This GCSE consists of 3 exams at the end of the course.

Paper 1 has three topics, including challenges of natural hazards, the living world, UK landscapes’ including rivers 
and coasts, how they were shaped and how people interact and use them.

Paper 2 has the topics ‘Urban issues and challenges’, ‘The changing economic world’ and ‘The challenge of 
resource management; food’.

A key theme of this course is sustainability, which we study throughout the course by looking at issues such as: 
rainforest exploitation/management, mitigation against climate change and ways to improve conditions for those 
living in megacities around the world.

Paper 3 requires the students to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills including graphical, 
numerical and statistical skills. Part of this paper will be based on a pre-release resource 12 weeks prior to the 
final exam.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs V Bisson
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

It’s great! You learn about the world and interesting 
things that happen to it.

Choose Geography so you become more 
aware of the world you live in and how it 
works.

Geography is an all round qualification, which 
include both fun and learning together.

This qualification is a recognised part of the National Qualifications framework. As such GCSE 
provides progression from Key Stage 3 to post 16 studies. The course also lays an appropriate 
foundation for further study of geography or related subjects.

It allows the students to develop their communications skills, graphical skills, technological skills, 
including ICT and GIS. It further allows the students to develop their interpersonal skills through 
debate and discussion and it also allows them to develop their entrepreneurial skills and 
awareness of all career possibilities. Geography is highly valued by employers for its combination 
of subject knowledge and how well it links with other subjects, English, Maths, ICT and Science.
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French

Course Description

AQA FRENCH 

Students are entered at either foundation or higher tier. You cannot mix the tiers.

Listening paper - Questions in both English and French.

Reading paper - Questions in both English and French with a translation into English.

Writing paper -

Speaking test - The assessment section has three parts for both tiers:

Foundation
Photo card
40 word question
Translations
90 word question

Higher
90 word question
150 word question
Translation 

The GCSE French course aims to develop your linguistic skills in understanding and producing the language. These 
skills are developed through three broad themes which have been split into sub topics. There is also an opportunity 
to broaden your cultural awareness of France and French speaking countries.

Theme 1 - Identity and culture
 
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free time activities
• Customs and festivals

Theme 2 - Local, national, 
international and global areas of 
interest

• Home, town, neighbourhood 
and region

• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3 - Current and future 
study and employment

• My studies
• Life at school
• Education post-16
• Jobs, career choices and 

ambitions

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Ms S Bruce

Title

The Role Play

The Photo Card

The General Conversation

1

2

3

15

15

30

2 minutes

2 minutes

3-5 minutes

2 minutes

3 minutes

5-7 minutes

Marks Time Foundation Time Higher
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I particularly enjoyed learning about the different 
cultures and customs.

Studying a language at GCSE enabled me to 
do the degree that I wanted to 
do at the university I wanted to go to.

The teachers really helped us to organise our work 
and prepare for the examinations.

Many professions and international companies seek employees who are able to speak a foreign 
language, and will often pay a higher salary for this skill.

Careers in which a GCSE in a language is beneficial: interpreter, translator, MFL teacher, hotel 
management, travel advisor, airport services, international law, engineering, journalism. Almost 
all university courses include an option to add study of a foreign language and/or study abroad.

Do this if you want a traditional qualification, if you are aiming for university or if you want to 
study languages at Advanced Level.
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Spanish

Course Description

AQA SPANISH 

Students are entered at either foundation or higher tier. You cannot mix the tiers.

Listening paper - Questions in both English and Spanish.

Reading paper - Questions in both English and Spanish with a translation into English.

Writing paper -

Speaking test - The assessment section has three parts for both tiers:

Foundation
Photo card
40 word question
Translations
90 word question

Higher
90 word question
150 word question
Translation 

The GCSE Spanish course aims to develop your linguistic skills in understanding and producing the language. 
These skills are developed through three broad themes which have been split into sub topics. There is also an 
opportunity to broaden your cultural awareness of Spain and Spanish speaking countries.

Theme 1 - Identity and culture
 
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free time activities
• Customs and festivals

Theme 2 - Local, national, 
international and global areas 
of interest

• Home, town, neighbourhood 
and region

• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3 - Current and future 
study and employment

• My studies
• Life at school
• Education post-16
• Jobs, career choices and 

ambitions

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Ms S Bruce

Title

The Role Play

The Photo Card

The General Conversation

1

2

3

15

15

30

2 minutes

2 minutes

3-5 minutes

2 minutes

3 minutes

5-7 minutes

Marks Time Foundation Time Higher
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I love Spanish because it gives me the chance to 
learn new things about other cultures and it 
provides transferrable life skills for my future 
career.

¡El español es fantástico! Studying GCSE 
Spanish has really encouraged the love of 
languages in me – so much so that I hope to 
do Spanish and Chinese at university.

Many employers are looking for employees who can demonstrate:

• Fantastic social skills
• The ability to work in a team
• Outstanding communication skills
• Problem-solving skills
• Confidence
• Experience
• Open mindedness

Learning languages develops all of these skills. Speaking another language makes you stand out 
from the crowd!
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Business Enterprise 
and Marketing
OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS 
ENTERPRISE AND MARKETING

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr R Rhodes

R067: Enterprise and marketing concepts  Exam – 40% (1 hour 15 minutes written exam)

In this unit you will learn how market research gives the entrepreneur an insight into the wants and needs of 
its customers, so that products and services can be developed to satisfy them.  It also complements other 
competing products and services on the market to ensure a financially viable business. 

R068: Design a business proposal – NEA– 30%

In this unit you will learn how to develop market research tools and use these to complete your market 
research. You will use your research findings to decide who your customers will be, create a design mix and 
produce your product design ideas. To help decide on your final design, you will gain feedback and then 
assess the strengths and weaknesses of your initial ideas.  You will complete financial calculations to 
determine whether your proposal is likely to make a profit.

R069 Market and pitch a business proposal – NEA - 30%

In this unit you will learn how to design a brand which will make your product stand out in the market, before 
creating a promotional campaign to get your brand noticed by customers  Your promotional campaign will 
include you choosing different methods of promotion which you think are most suitable for your target 
customers.  You will then need to create a presentation that you will pitch to an audience.  To help you 
prepare for this, you will first practice in front of your peers, asking them to review your presentation and 
feedback way in which you can improve it.  You will also need to offer feedback to others in your group about 
their pitches.

Performance Objective

PO1

PO2

PO3

15-17%

15-19%

5-8%

n/a

15%

24%

15-17%

30-34%

29-32%

Examined Assessment Non- Examined 
Assessment x2 Overall Weighting

PO4 n/a 21% 21%

Overall weighting
of assessments

40%
70 raw marks
80 UMS

60%
120 raw marks
120 UMS

100%
190 raw marks
200 UMS
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Course Description
The Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise and Marketing will enable students to develop applied knowledge and 
practical skills in key business areas. Students will study theory elements key to any business qualification, and apply 
these in a practical way to the two controlled assessment projects. Students will develop their own business idea and 
have to cost, promote and pitch this to an audience.

Progression Routes

When completing the Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing course, students will 
develop key skills which encouragte personal development of knowledge and skills relevant to 
the business world, including self-assessment, creativity, research and evaluations skills.

The skills and knowledge developed will be useful in a wide range of further qualifications, such 
as L3 Cambridge Technical or A Level in Business, and in applying for further education 
opportunities and jobs.

Student Comments

It is good that the majority is coursework based so 
the final grade is not all down 
to one exam.

I enjoy learning about how businesses work and 
actually applying it to real examples.
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Sport Science

Course Description

OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN SPORT SCIENCE

RO41 – Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries – 25% Written Examination - 1 Hour

By completing this unit, learners will know how to prepare participants to take part in physical activity in a way 
which minimises the risk of injuries occurring, how to react to common injuries that can occur during sport and 
how to recognise the symptoms of some common medical conditions, providing a good foundation to 
undertake formal first aid training and qualifications.

RO42 - Applying Principles of Training – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the principles and methods of 
training and the application of these in the design of training programmes along with practical skills in fitness 
testing.

RO43- The Body’s Response to Physical Activity – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will understand key aspects of the structure and function of the 
musculo-skeletal and cardio-respiratory systems and investigate some of the changes which occur to them in 
response to short and long-term physical activity.

RO45- Sports Nutrition – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will consider the composition of a healthy, balanced diet. They will also 
consider the necessity of certain nutrients and how they impact sports performance.
Understanding will be shown though completing an effective diet plan for a sports performer.

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science provides students with a valuable learning experience of Physical 
Education, Sport and Exercise developing understanding for those who have a keen interest in sport and fitness. 
It takes an engaging and inspiring approach to learning and assessment through applying theoretical knowledge 
to practical situations. Students will study key areas including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, health, 
injury and performance; the science of training and application of training principles, and how nutrition affects 
sport performance.

This course is suited to individuals who have a passion for sport, and want to develop their understanding of the 
science behind sports performance. This course is ideal for those wanting to take Sport and Physical Education 
in the future, progressing onto BTEC Sport Level 3 or A-Level Physical Education with the potential of a career 
path in the industry of sport.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr B Price
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

A great mix of Science and Sport to give a good 
understanding of how anatomy and physiology 
links to health fitness 
and well-being.

Sport Science offers routes to further education, such as A-levels, higher education in PE as well 
as other related career opportunities. Also, employers from different sectors (business, medicine, 
law, science, media) see a Sport Science qualification as important to have because of the skills 
learnt; teamwork, communication, respect, desire to succeed. Some of the career pathways are: 
Sports psychologist, physiotherapist, sports coach, school teacher, sports statistical analysis, 
events manager, fitness centre manager and personal trainer.
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Sport Studies
OCR GCSE SPORTS STUDIES

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr Ray

RO51- Contemporary Issues in Sport – 25% Written Examination - 1 Hour

By completing this unit, learners will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, relating to 
participation levels and barriers, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour through sport and the role of 
high-profile sporting events and national governing bodies in advancing sports’ attempts to positively impact 
upon society and showcase their worth beyond providing entertainment.

RO52- Developing Sports Skills – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop their skills, techniques and use of tactics/strategies/compositional 
ideas in both an individual and a team sporting activity, as well as their understanding of the rules to allow them 
to act in a number of officiating roles within an activity. They will also consider the use of different practice 
methods in order to improve their performance.

RO53- Sports Leadership – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop some of the knowledge, understanding and practical skills 
required to be an effective sport leader and plan, deliver and review safe and effective sporting activity 
sessions themselves. They will be encouraged to consider and evaluate their delivery and by doing so develop 
their ability to communicate with an audience verbally and through practical demonstration, and adapt to 
developing situations and the different needs and abilities of those they are leading.

RO54- Sport and the Media – 25% External Examination - Coursework

By completing this unit, learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of the relationship between 
sport and the media as well as their ability to evaluate and interpret the different ways in which sports items 
may be represented by the media. The skills developed would be relevant in a range of careers and roles within 
the sports industry, such as sports reporting/broadcasting, sports analysis or research and Public Relations or 
media work within a sports organisation.

Course Description
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more sector-based focus, including core sport/physical 
education themes. Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport 
and physical activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn 
about contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the 
media. Learners will develop an appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, different ways of 
being involved in sport and of how this shapes the sports industry.

This course is suited to individuals who have an interest in sport, and enjoy the practical aspects such as 
performance and leadership alongside written content including exams and coursework. This course is ideal for 
those wanting to take Sport and Physical Education in the future or for those who are interested in taking an 
alternative educational pathway such as apprenticeships and practical based learning.
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Student Comments

It was really interesting to learn about the impact 
that the media has on sport.

I really enjoyed the practical unit and loved 
the fact that my athletic ability counted 
towards my qualification.

At first I was not confident about my leadership 
skills but now I love leading rugby/football 
activities to Year 7.

Sport Studies offers routes to further education, such as A-levels, higher education in PE as well 
as other related career opportunities. Also, employers from different sectors (business, medicine, 
law, science, media) see a Sport Studies qualification as important to have because of the skills 
learnt; teamwork, communication, respect, desire to succeed. Some of the career pathways are: 
Sports psychologist, physiotherapist, sports coach, school teacher, sports statistical analysis, 
events manager, fitness centre manager and personal trainer.
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Creative iMedia
OCR LEVEL 1/LEVEL 2 CAMBRIDGE 
NATIONALS IN CREATIVE IMEDIA

R093 Creative iMedia in the media industry -Exam – 40% 1 hour 30 minutes written examination

Creative iMedia in the media industry.  This is assessed by taking an exam.  In this unit you will learn about the 
media industry, digital media products, how they are planned, and the media codes which are used to convey 
meaning, create impact and engage audiences.  Topics include
 
• The Media Industry
• Factors influencing product design
• Pre-production planning
• Distribution considerations.

R094 Visual identity and digital graphics – NEA – 25%

This unit is assessed by completing a set assignment.  In this unit you will learn how to develop visual identities 
for clients and use the concepts of graphic design to create original digital graphics to engage target audiences.  
Topics include:

• Develop visual identity
• Plan digital graphics for products
• Create visual identity and digital graphics

R085 – Characters and comics – NEA – 35%

This is assessed by completing a set assignment.  In this unit you will learn how to plan, create and review 
comics which contain original characters.  Topics include:

• Plan characters and comics 
• Create characters and comics
• Review characters and comics

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr R Rhodest

Course Description
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip students with a range of creative interactive media skills 
and provide opportunities to develop transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with 
others and communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately 
be creating fit-for-purpose creative media products such as graphics, animations, videos, sound, website 
development and so on.
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Progression Routes

Below are a few examples of the many jobs available within the creative and digital sector which 
need young people with relevant skills:

Marketing Executive
As a marketing executive, you would promote your employer’s or your client’s products, services 
or ideas. If you love using your communication skills in a creative way, this could be the ideal job 
for you.

Journalist
As a journalist you would research and present news stories for print, television, radio and the 
internet. If you have an enquiring mind, excellent communication skills and enjoy working with 
people this job could be for you.

Film Director
Directors have overall responsibility for the way films and television programmes are made. As a 
director, you would use your creativity, organisational skills and technical knowledge to manage 
the whole production process.

Graphic Designer
In this role you will work alongside your clients, creating websites and other promotional 
materials for them. This could include graphics for packaging, magazines, catalogues and flyers, 
etc. More career ideas: Animator, Broadcast Engineer, Screenwriter, Photographer, Film Maker, 
Set Designer, Media Researcher, Audio-Visual Technician, Studio Sound, Engineering, Editor, 
Advertising Executive.

Games Designer
Game Designers devise what a game consists of and how it plays. They plan and define all the 
elements of a game: its setting; structure; rules; story flow; characters; the objects, props, 
vehicles, and devices available to the characters; interface design; and modes of play.
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Music

Course Description

AQA MUSIC GCSE

Component 1: Understanding Music (40%)
A written exam paper with listening exercises and written questions using excerpts of music. 
1 hour 30 minutes.

Component 2: Performing Music (30%)

• Performance 1: Solo performance
• Performance 2: Ensemble performance

A minimum of four minutes of performance in total is required, of which a minimum of one minute must be the 
ensemble performance.

Component 3: Composing Music (30%)

• Composition 1: Composition to a brief set by the exam board.
• Composition 2: Free composition.

The assessment is 60% practical coursework and 40% listening exam.

GCSE Music focuses on three important elements:

• Performing
• Composing
• Listening and Appraising music

If you enjoy practical music making, composing your own pieces, listening to and learning about a wide variety of  
musical styles, this course could be for you. You will develop your musical knowledge through a range of practical 
activities and study a series of set work pieces in a wide variety of styles including Classical, Popular and Traditional 
Music.

You will need to continue to develop your performance skills on your chosen instrument or voice in order to 
prepare for the performance component of the exam which must include both a solo and a group piece. Your 
teachers  will work closely with you to help you to decide which pieces to perform. Where possible, it is advisable 
for GCSE Music students to receive tuition from a specialist teacher. Instrumental and Voice lessons are available 
through Wakefield Music Services for those students who wish to access lessons in the academy.

You will develop your composition skills using Logic music software and use it to create scores and recordings of  
your compositions. In the Listening component, you will study two set works: Mozart’s ‘Clarinet Concerto’ 
(compulsory) and songs from the musical ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. In addition, you will learn to recognise key 
features in a wide variety of other musical styles from Classical to Rock and Pop music.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr A Delaneyt
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

The teachers are really supportive and get 
to know you really well.

Although music is still academic, it was a 
welcome relief from other subjects where 
you learn in a similar way.

There were loads of other opportunities outside 
of lessons to get involved with other things.

The music course inspires and enthuses students to consider a career in the music industry, 
rather than to participate in music only recreationally. This course will:

Give learners the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop 
skills in, the music industry, e.g. the live sound industry, solo or group professional performance, 
or music promotion and publishing.

It was 100% the best subject I took – the week 
would have been a lot more dull without it.

39

YEAR 9 PATHWAYS



Drama
PEARSON BTEC DRAMA

C1: Internally assessed
Exploring the Performing Arts
Explore the wide-ranging roles and responsibilities in the Theatre. Learn about 3 contrasting styles such as 
Physical Theatre and Verbatim.
30% of total course

C2: Internally assessed
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts
Create a performance of scripted work.
30% of total course

C3: Externally assessed
Responding to a Brief
Devise your own performance based on a stimulus such as ‘Vantage Point’.
40% of total course

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr R Rhodest

Course Description
Drama is an excellent way to develop confidence, life skills and leadership. You will gain experience of working as 
a team and taking responsibility for organising and leading practical activities.

You will hone valuable vocal skills and physicality which will enable you to communicate clearly in a variety of 
situations and occupations.

You will gain knowledge of the specialist world of theatre as actors, directors and designers and will refine your 
critical/evaluative thinking.

You will be creative and feel the sense of satisfaction that participating in the Performing Arts can provide.

The practical and written coursework will allow students to explore and perform existing texts as well as 
devising their own.
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I love doing the practical work. It’s so good when 
you get to put a whole play together and see what 
you’ve achieved.

At first I was worried about having to perform 
in front of the class but everyone is really 
supportive and just enjoys the show!

Employers value staff that are able to communicate effectively both verbally and confidently 
with creativity and independence. Drama creates the perfect platform for this, giving students 
many opportunities to express themselves in an imaginative and creative way. The Course leads 
into higher Education Performing Arts courses and ultimately into careers in Acting, Media, 
Theatre Management and Technical Roles, Broadcasting, Advertising, Teaching and more.
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Hospitality and 
Catering

Course Description

WJEC LEVEL 1/2 AWARD IN HOSPITALITY 
AND CATERING

Non Examined Assessment - 60%
This is an individual project where you are set a brief to plan prepare and cook two dishes that meet the 
requirements of the brief for a catering outlet such as a bistro or restaurant. You will suggest four possible 
dishes and explain the nutrition, sensory properties and suitability of your choices, then cook two final dishes.

Examination - 40%
One written paper of 1 hour 30 minutes with a mixture of short and long answer questions, all linked to theory 
the catering industry and food hygiene and safety.

This course covers two specific areas focusing on the Hospitality and Catering Industry, how the business works, 
the job roles available and different types of establishement that offer Hospitality and Catering and practical 
cookery learning to prepare, cook and serve a variety of different dishes.

During the course you will:

• Learn important aspects of nutrition looking at how and why different nutrients affect our bodies. You will 
identify different food groups and why it is important to maintain a balanced diet, focusing on planning balanced 
meals within the catering industry for specific groups of people.

• Learn to cook a variety of different dishes and investigate why they are versatile and popular in the catering 
industry. Focusing on fruits and vegetables, meat and poultry, cereals and other grains and dairy produce.

• Gain knowledge and understanding of the importance of food hygiene, associated food hazards and controls 
based upon an awareness of food safety management systems and how the law applies to food safety in the 
catering industry.

• Investigate how different hotels, restaurants and catering businesses work, looking at the types of customer they 
provide catering for.

• Get the opportunity to visit a variety of different catering establishments to gain first hand experience of the 
types of jobs offered, how the workplace is structured and the benefits of working in the hospitality and catering 
industry.

During Year 9 and 10 you will pay a suplement and the academy will provide ingredients, with the exception of 
three end of term assessments where everyone will be cooking their own choice of food and will be asked to bring 
in their own ingredients. In Year 11 you will be working on individual coursework projects and will need to provide 
your own ingredients for each of the practical lessons, and for a final assessment which is a three hour cookery 
exam where you will prepare, cook and serve two different dishes.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs R France 
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

You learn about different foods from around 
the world and how they link together to 
create healthy diets.

The study of this subject can lead directly to careers in the food service industry and also the 
food development and science industries which are linked very closely to jobs within large 
supermarket chains. Jobs within the food industry are also linked closely to work within the 
service and leisure industries, including, restaurants, hotels and sport facilities.

An interest in food can also lead in to jobs in the health service along with education and the 
armed forces but more importantly it is a skill for life, something that allows you to look after 
yourself and your family, make the right informed choices for a healthy and hopefully long life.
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Fine Art
AQA ART & DESIGN - FINE ART GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Fozard

Unit 1 - 60% coursework

This starts in Year 9 and concludes in the December of Year 11. This consists of one full project and 
the best pieces from other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Exam

This is not a written exam.

You will be given an exam paper from AQA listing a choice of themes. You will select one 
theme/concept and will then have 12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 11 and 
a two day exam in the April of Year 11. At the end of Year 11 your coursework and exam will be 
displayed in our annual visual arts exhibition.

ART & DESIGN

Course Description
This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the following:

Develop your ideas
Learn how to develop your own ideas successfully and 
see them through to completion in the form of refined 
and ambitious artwork.

Drawing and painting
Exploring many different techniques, materials and 
approaches inspired by other artists.

Photography
Using digital cameras, the photography studio and 
other equipment to develop your recording skills and 
gather inspiration.
 

Editing software
Enhance your photographs with Photoshop CS5 and 
other software, experiment with exposure, cropping 
and other creative tricks.

Creative thinking
Learn how to problem solve through creative thinking 
to come up with a personal response.

Artist research and analysis
Analyse artists’ work to gather inspiration for your 
projects; re-create artists’ work to understand 
techniques used and write about why you like their 
work.

How I will be learning
You will use a sketchbook to research ideas. Be prepared to try a wide range of materials. Drawing is an important 
part of the course and we expect students who choose art to enjoy the subject and be prepared to work hard in 
their own time as well as in lesson time. This course allows you to work to your strengths with techniques best 
suited to you. You will look at a wide range of artists’ and designers’ work and this will influence your own work.

You cannot choose this course AND 3D Design or Textiles.

44



Progression Routes

Student Comments

Art is the only lesson I look forward to, no matter 
how I’m feeling I can always lose myself within my 
work.

Art is the way I express myself in a way I can 
understand, and know I can be good 
at something.

The creative industries in the U.K. Contribute £60 billion to the economy and employ
1.4 million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work. There are hundreds of special-isms but it is competitive and you need to work hard.

Career options include: Fine Artist, Graphic Designer, Furniture Designer, Furniture Restorer, 
Illustrator, Industrial Designer, Textile Designer, Animator, Ceramics Designer, Community Arts 
Worker, Fashion Designer, Glass Blow-er/Designer, Photographer, Film Maker, Production 
Designer—Theatre/Television/Film, Architect, Interior/Spatial Designer, Jewellery Designer, 
Make-up Artist, Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Curator, Printmaker.
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3D Design
AQA ART & DESIGN - 3D DESIGN GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Fozardt

Unit 1 - 60% coursework

This starts in Year 9 and concludes in the December of Year 11. This consists of one full project and 
the best pieces from other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Exam

This is not a written exam.

You will be given an exam paper from AQA listing a choice of themes. You will select one 
theme/concept and will then have 12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 11 
and a two day exam in the April of Year 11. At the end of Year 11 your coursework and exam will 
be displayed in our annual Visual Arts and 3D Design exhibition.

ART & DESIGN

Course Description
This course covers a wide area of 3D Design including the following:

Develop your ideas
Learn how to develop your own ideas successfully and 
see them through to completion in the form of refined 
and ambitious artwork.

Design and Make
Exploring many different techniques, materials and 
approaches inspired by other designers and makers.

CAD/CAM
Develop your work using CAD/CAM and the laser 
cutter.

Creative thinking
Learn how to problem solve through creative thinking 
to come up with a personal response.

Research and Analysis
Analyse work to gather inspiration for your projects, 
re-create their work to understand techniques used 
and write about why you like their work.

How I will be learning
You use a folder to research ideas and be prepared to try a wide range of materials. 3D Designing is an important 
part of the course and we expect students who choose this to enjoy the subject and be prepared to work hard in 
their own time as well as in lesson time. You will look at a wide range of designers’ work and this will influence your 
own work.

You will be encouraged to attend extra support sessions throughout the course. These could include specialist 
workshops or one to one mentoring.

You cannot choose this course AND Fine Art or Textiles.
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I like the problem solving that this subject offers.

I want to be a Product Designer or Architect 
and this will help me with my career.

The creative industries in the U.K. Contribute £60 billion to the economy and employ
1.4 million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work. There are hundreds of special-isms but it is competitive and you need to work hard.

Career options include: Fine Artist, Graphic Designer, Furniture Designer, Furniture Restorer, 
Illustrator, Industrial Designer, Textile Designer, Animator, Ceramics Designer, Community Arts 
Worker, Fashion Designer, Glass Blow-er/Designer, Photographer, Film Maker, Production 
Designer—Theatre/Television/Film, Architect, Interior/Spatial Designer, Jewellery Designer, 
Make-up Artist, Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Curator, Printmaker.

3D Design allows you to work 
with your hands and make 
your drawings into actual 
objects, I love working with 
the machinery and equipment 
to make things.
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Textiles
AQA ART & DESIGN - TEXTILES GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Fozard

Unit 1 - 60% coursework

This starts in Year 9 and concludes in the December of Year 11. This consists of one full project and 
the best pieces from other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Exam

This is not a written exam.

You will be given an exam paper from AQA listing a choice of themes. You will select one 
theme/concept and will then have 12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 11 and 
a two day exam in the April of Year 11. At the end of Year 11 your coursework and exam will be 
displayed in our annual visual arts exhibition.

ART & DESIGN

Course Description
This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the following:

• Experimenting with techniques such as felting, embroidery, free machine embroidery, 
dyeing, batik, heat transfer printing and silk painting

• Researching ideas through primary and secondary sources

• Developing your own body of work by looking at other artists and designers work

• Taking your own photographs to support your design ideas

• Analaysing the work of others via written communication. This is imporatnt as it allows 
you to be critical about your own work and understanding

• Produce a final outcome using a selection of techniques and present this in a informed manner.

How I will be learning
You will use a sketchbook to research ideas. Be prepared to try a wide range of materials. Drawing is an important 
part of the course and we expect students who choose art to enjoy the subject and be prepared to work hard in 
their own time as well as in lesson time. This course allows you to work to your strengths with techniques best 
suited to you. You will look at a wide range of artists’ and designers’ work and this will influence your own work.

You cannot choose this course AND 3D Design or Textiles.
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

I loved Textiles! It allowed me to experiment with 
lots of techniques and materials and just get 
really creative.

The creative industries in the U.K. Contribute £60 billion to the economy and employ
1.4 million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work. There are hundreds of special-isms but it is competitive and you need to work hard.

Career options include: Fine Artist, Graphic Designer, Furniture Designer, Furniture Restorer, 
Illustrator, Industrial Designer, Textile Designer, Animator, Ceramics Designer, Community Arts 
Worker, Fashion Designer, Glass Blow-er/Designer, Photographer, Film Maker, Production 
Designer—Theatre/Television/Film, Architect, Interior/Spatial Designer, Jewellery Designer, 
Make-up Artist, Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Curator, Printmaker.

Textiles was my favourite subject, staff were so 
supportive and always willing to help.

This subject allowed me to get really inventive with 
my ideas and make them come to life. Loved every 
lesson!
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Photography
AQA ART & DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mrs L Fozard

Unit 1 - 60% coursework
 
This starts in Year 9 and concludes in the December of Year 11. This consists of one full project and 
the best pieces from other projects.

Unit 2 - 40% Exam - This is not a written exam.

You will be given an exam paper from AQA listing a choice of themes. You will select one 
theme/concept and will then have 12 weeks of preparation time starting in the January of Year 11 and 
a two day exam in the April of Year 11. At the end of Year 11 your coursework and exam will be 
displayed in our annual visual arts exhibition.

ART & DESIGN

Course Description
This course covers a wide area of Art and Design including the following:

Learn
How to use a digital camera effectively alongside 
other studio based equipment to develop your 
recording skills and gather inspiration

Develop your ideas
Learn how to develop your own ideas successfully and 
see them through to completion in the form of refined 
and ambitious artwork

Editing software
Enhance your photographs with Photoshop CS5 and 
other software, experimenting with exposure, 
cropping and other creative tricks.

 Artist research
Analyse artists’ work to gather inspiration for your 
projects; re-create artists’ work to understand 
techniques used and write about why you like their 
work

Learn
To present your work effectively in a portfolio. Record 
your journey in a professional and creative way.

Learn
How to present your best work (final pieces) in an 
exhibition at the end of the course.

How I will be learning
You will use a digital portfolio to research ideas. Be prepared to try a wide range of photographic methods and 
techniques. We expect students who choose Photography to show an inquisitive enthusiasm for the subject and 
be prepared to work hard in their own time as well as in lesson time. This course allows you to work to your 
strengths with techniques best suited to you. You will look at a wide range of photographers’ and artists’ work 
and this will influence your own work.
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Progression Routes

Student Comments

Photography allows you to be creative and experi-
ment with different ideas.

Photography is great because it allows you 
to express your individuality.

I like photography because I can explore my own 
ideas and choose where I want my project to go 
next.

The creative industries in the U.K. Contribute £60 billion to the economy and employ
1.4 million people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly changing world of 
work. There are hundreds of special-isms but it is competitive and you need to work hard.

Career options include: Fine Artist, Graphic Designer, Furniture Designer, Furniture Restorer, 
Illustrator, Industrial Designer, Textile Designer, Animator, Ceramics Designer, Community Arts 
Worker, Fashion Designer, Glass Blow-er/Designer, Photographer, Film Maker, Production 
Designer—Theatre/Television/Film, Architect, Interior/Spatial Designer, Jewellery Designer, 
Make-up Artist, Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Curator, Printmaker.

Photography makes me think, it allows me to 
experiment and problem solve.
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Health & Social Care
BTEC TECHNICAL AWARD IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Two internally moderated units of work - 66% Coursework

You will be assessed mainly through coursework and practical experience for ‘Health and Social Care Services 
and Values’ and ‘Human Lifespan Development’.

External exam - 34% of the final grade

1 hour exam for Health and Wellbeing.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Mr B Price

Course Description
You will study how people grow and develop over the course of their life, from infancy to old age; this includes 
physical, intellectual, emotional and social development and the different factors that may affect them. You will 
look at how an individual’s development can be affected by major life events, such as marriage, parenthood or 
moving house and will learn how people adapt to these changes as well as the types of support that are available 
to help.

Unit 2
Covers Health and Social Care values. You will learn about the importance of care values and how these are used 
by health professionals in order to ensure all service users get the care and support they need to meet their 
individual needs. This unit will help you develop skills to apply the care values; this will involve you actively 
applying the care values in a vocational Health and Social Care context.

Unit 3
Covers health and wellbeing which is an externally assessed unit. You will learn about the factors that can have a 
positive or negative influence on a person’s health and wellbeing. You will learn to interpret physiological and life 
style indicators and what they mean for someone’s state of health. You will learn how to use this information to 
design an appropriate plan for improving someone’s health and wellbeing, including short and long term targets. 
Additionally, you will explore the difficulties an individual may face when trying to make these changes.
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Progression Routes

Possible career routes include a number of roles in the NHS including nursing and midwifery. 
Also Child Care, working with the elderly, teaching, the Police force and many other 
professions that involves working with people.
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AQA MUSIC GCSE

Performing Arts
Dance

Course Description

AQA BTEC AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS
DANCE

Internally assessed task 1
The students get to explore what it’s like to be a professional dancer.
30% of total course

Internally assessed task 2
The students will develop skills and techniques in dance.
30% of total course

Internally assessed task 3
Students work in groups of between 3 and 7 members to create a performance based on a set brief.
40% of total course

BTEC Awards are the brand-new Level 1 and Level 2 qualifications for first teaching which started in 2017. They 
are equivalent to GCSEs and provide a first glimpse into a professional sector, these qualifications assess students 
through assignments and tasks (including performance) rather than traditional exams. This course focuses 
specifically on the Dance aspect of Performing Arts.

The course is split into three components:

Component 1 - Exploring the Performing Arts
Get a taste of what it’s like to be a professional dancer. During Component 1, students will:
Explore performance styles, creative intentions and purpose, investigate how practitioners create and influence 
what’s performed, discover performance roles, skills, techniques and processes.

Component 2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts
Develop skills and techniques in Dance. During Component 2, students will:
Take part in workshops, classes and rehearsals, gain physical, interpretative, vocal and rehearsal skills, apply these 
skills in performance, reflect on their progress, their performance and how they could improve.

Component 3 - Performing to a Brief Aim
Consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts and put this into practice in a performance. To 
achieve this aim, students will:
Use the brief and previous learnings to come up with ideas, build on their skills in classes, workshops and 
rehearsals, review the process using an ideas and skills log, perform a piece to their chosen audience, reflect on 
their performance in an evaluation report.

For more 
information, 
contact: 
Miss K Firth
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Student Comments

Mrs Firth is a fantastic dancer and has helped me 
to perfect some challenging dance routines.

This course has helped me to choreograph and 
perform in my own performance.

I have loved learning about 
different professional pieces.
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Ossett Academy
Storrs Hill Road,
Ossett,
Wakefield,
West Yorkshire, WF5 0DG


