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Dear Parent/Carer 

I am delighted to be able to write to you after what has been an incredibly busy and productive half 
term. I want to share with you some of the great things that have been happening in the academy 
this first half term, as well as sign posting some of the things coming up when we return after the 
break. 

Positive Recognition 

This half term we have taken steps to broaden our positive recognition even further than last 
academic year to ensure that we are capturing as many pupils as possible going ‘above and 
beyond.’ Our positive recognition for this half term has included: 

• Thousands of personal MCAS messages being sent home to parents and carers – we hope 
you have enjoyed receiving these! 

• Over a hundred postcards being shared with pupils who are showing great attitudes to 
learning in lessons when visited by leaders. 

• Hundreds of examples of fantastic work being shared on our pupil SharePoint as part of our 
‘Ossy’s Observations’. 

• Over 50 queue jump passes for our Year 11 pupils who show off their learning on their way 
into the academy each morning. 

• Over two hundred pupils who demonstrated our Accord Character Virtues of being ambitious 
and open minded were invited to our recognition event that took place yesterday. 

We are incredibly proud of our pupils and we hope that they have enjoyed their positive recognition 
this half term. 

Our GCSE results and performance tables 

As parents/carers are aware 2022 signalled the return to examinations after a two year break due 
to the pandemic. As you know from my previous correspondences, we are delighted with the 
achievements of our young people, both at A level and GCSE. Across all attainment threshold 
measures our pupils outperformed the national picture as shown in the following table: 

  

mailto:enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org


 

 

GCSE Headline Attainment Measures for 2022 

 Ossett Academy National 

Grade 4+ English & Maths 79% 71% 

Grade 5+ English & Maths (strong pass) 61% 50% 

Level 4+ English 86% 77% 

Level 5+ English 73% 61% 

Level 4+ Maths 83% 75% 

Level 5+ Maths 69% 57% 

Ebacc average points score 4.39 4.27 

Proportion of Grades 7-9 across all 
Subjects 

29% 27% 

 

This year, however the Progress 8 data being shared by the Department for Education will not 
represent the full suite of qualifications taken by our Year 11 leavers, which means that the progress 
of our young people cannot be easily compared with that of  previous pupils or with other schools. 

Progress 8 is a headline accountability measure which takes the average grade across four 
‘baskets’ made up of the equivalent of ten subjects. This is a relative measure of progress which 
compares how pupils have performed in these ten subjects against other pupils nationally of similar 
prior attainment. 

Following the system of centre assessed grades in 2020, and teacher assessed grades 2021, the 
Department for Education (DfE) indicated that any examination grades awarded in 2021 would not 
count in the 2022 performance measures. 

In real terms this means that the Progress 8 measure for Ossett Academy does not include 630 
results that have been discounted from the 2790 results for the Year 11 cohort.  Whilst pupils 
secured strong examination outcomes in the open basket subjects of Art, Design and Technology, 
Performing Arts, Sports Science, Health & Social Care, Business and iMedia, the published 
Progress 8 measure does not include these results equating to 22.5% of the overall results achieved 
by pupils. 

The recently published Progress 8 figure of -0.38 across all subjects for the academy in 2022 (and 
-1.49 for the open basket), is therefore not a true reflection of the overall performance of pupils at 
the academy, and in contrast would be estimated at around +0.20 were it to include the examination 
outcomes shown above (and be estimated at +0.50 for the open basket). 

The decision taken for pupils to sit examinations early in some examination subjects was in line with 
our intent when they started their key stage 4 curriculum at the academy,and was the right thing for 
Year 11 pupils to do at the time. It would have been wrong to ask them to extend their studies for a 



 

 

further year when they had completed their course just for the benefit of a statistical performance 
measure.  Further information relating to the performance of Ossett Academy pupils/students in 
both Year 11 and 13 is available on our website 

Our updated website – sharing our curricula with parents and carers 

In response to suggestions made by our Parent Forum last academic year, we have created a user 
friendly way of sharing our academy curricula via our website. Parents, carers and any visitors to 
our website can now see exactly what pupils are learning year group by year group and term by 
term. Furthermore, and to help parents/carers to support their children we have provided 
suggestions on how parents/carers can revisit learning with their children at home alongside a list 
of key vocabulary that we will be using in the academy. We hope you find this update to our website 
useful in supporting you to understand the learning taking place in the academy. 

Please follow the link below for access to our website curriculum area:  

Ossett Academy curricula links 

Trips and visits for the year ahead 

I am pleased to be able to confirm that we have a wide range of trips and visits planned for the year 
ahead. These visits and experiences have been deliberately designed to complement both our 
subject curricula and our Accord Character Virtues. Today every parent/carer should receive a 
further letter via MCAS signposting the trips and visits that we have scheduled in for the year group 
your child is in. When designing these experiences we have tried to ensure that they are cost 
effective and inclusive to all pupils. Where trips and visits incur a cost we would wish to support any 
family with this cost to ensure all pupils are able to gain from the experiences on offer. 

Supporting our families through the cost of living crisis 

The current climate, without doubt, is presenting many of our families and young people with 
financial challenges. As an academy we want to be able to support our families and pupils in need 
as best we can. If you require any support, with any school related costs such as uniform, school 
meals, books or educational equipment for example, please contact the academy at 
enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org where we will be happy to try and help in whatever way we can. 

An invitation to visit our academy and to join our Parent Forum 

We are incredibly proud of the achievements of our young people and as well as celebrating them 
through our positive recognition events, we also want to be able to share the academy experience 
with parents and carers. We would welcome the opportunity to invite any parent/carer into the 
academy to come and see some of the fantastic things our pupils get up to during the school day. 
If you would like to visit the academy please contact enquiries@ossett.accordmat.org where we will 
be arranging visits for parents/carers in the coming weeks and months. 

Further to this, we would welcome parents/carers to join our Parent Forum. This group of dedicated 
parents/carers meets every half term to discuss some of the key priorities for the academy and they 
help us to shape our provision. A parent/carer perspective is incredibly important in helping us to 
provide the best for our pupils. Our first meeting of the year took place on Thursday 13 October 
2022  and we discussed a range of topics including: Year 7 transition, positive recognition, extra-
curricular and enrichment activities and our updated website. The feedback parents/carers were 
able to offer us was invaluable and I hope to update you with some of the actions we take in 
response to this feedback, next half term. 
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Key events and dates for next half term 

Thursday 3 November 2022  Post 16 Student Voice Day 

Wednesday 2 November 2022 Year 11 & Year 13 PPEs begin 

Wednesday 9 November 2022 Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening 

Thursday 17 November 2022  End of Year 11 & Year 13 written PPEs 

Tuesday 22 November 2022 Parent Forum 

Thursday 24 November 2022 Presentation Evening 

Wednesday 7 December 2022 Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening and PPE Results Day 

Monday 12 D ecember 2022 Christmas Carol Concert 

Thursday 15 December 2022 Positive Recognition Event 

Friday 16 December 2022  End of Term 

Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for their support this half term. I look forward to 
welcoming your children back to the academy following the half term break. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs S Broome 
Principal 
 

 

 


