
STUDENT SAFEGUARDING POLICY

We believe that your safety and welfare 
is important and it is the responsibility of 
the academy to safeguard and promote 

the welfare of all pupils. 

How can I keep myself safe? Information for
pupils. 
In addition to the support provided in the academy, we 
also work hard to promote student safety and well-being 
through the form learning and assembly programme. 
Across the year, different themes are addressed, for 
example bullying, sexual harassment, hate crime and 
online safety. Around the academy, there are also 
displays focusing on themes to help reinforce student 
understanding and awareness.

The Safeguarding Team What to do if you have a Safeguarding concern... 

If you or a friend have a concern regarding their safety or 
well-being, it is important that this is shared as soon as 
possible with a trusted adult. In the academy this could be 
your form tutor, a teacher or a member of the safeguarding 
team. 

If you are experiencing uncertainty or are anxious about 
your gender or sexual identity, please do not suffer alone. 
Please do talk to your family, however you can also speak 
to a trusted adult at the academy. Alternatively there are a 
range of local and national organisations that can provide 
support:

NHS - The NHS website has advice for teenagers who may 
feel uncertain about their gender identity. 
www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/trans-teenager/ this 
information could be a good starting point. 

Stripes is a youth group open to all Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Questioning young people in Wakefield. They 
have organised sessions where young people socialise 
and plan scheduled events. They provide information and 
support on areas such as sexual health, relationships, 
keeping safe and anything we feel could benefit the group 
in their day to day life. For more information please visit 
our website: http://wfyouth.co.uk

Sexuality & Gender Identity

Who can I speak to? - The Safeguarding Team 
The Safeguarding Team are people within the academy 
who have a special role in helping keep pupils safe. Mrs 
Rowe is the academy Designated Safeguarding Lead and 
has overall responsibility within the academy for ensuring 
the safety and well-being of pupils. Together with a team 
of Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads and the Mental 
Health support worker, we ensure that we work to ensure 
our pupils are safe and supported. 
If you have a concern, please talk to us. We are here to help. 
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“It doesn’t have to take over your 
life, it doesn’t have to define you as a 

person, it’s just important that you ask 
for help. It’s not a sign of weakness”

-Demi Lovato

ACCEPTING: Accepting emails, IM messages, or 
opening files, pictures or texts from people you don’t 
know or trust can lead to problems - they may contain 
viruses or nasty messages!

Staying Safe 
Online
Mobile phones, 
computers and 
the internet are a 
part of everyday life. 
Used correctly, they 
are an exciting source of 
communication,       
fun and education, but used incorrectly, or in 
the wrong hands they can be a threat to your 
safety. Please consider the smart rules when 
using the internet or a mobile phone. 

CEOP: If you are worried about online sexual abuse or the way in 
which someone is talking to you online, you can report it to CEOP 
straight away. You can make a report using the following link; 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/ If you are not ready to 
make a report, but need to speak to someone first then ring Child 
Line on 0800 1111 or you can discuss your concern with a member 
of the Safeguarding Team in the academy.

Supporting Your Mental Health
It is important that we all look after our mental health. Often 
pupils and adults can find it hard to open up about how they 
are feeling, how it manifests and what triggers the experience, 
this can be a very lonely place to be. We want our pupils and 
their families to be able to access support and help from people 
in school, this could be from the nurse or support from the 
academy Wellbeing Support Officer  (Mrs West). At times pupils 
may need extra support from outside agencies, for example...

Kooth is an online platform that provides 
counselling to children and young 
people. They can be contacted online at 
www.kooth.com

Papryrus is a leading charity that provides 
support to children and young people in 
order to prevent young suicide. If you or 
a student you know is not coping with 
life, contact the Papyrus HOPELINEUK for 
confidential advice. The HOPELINEUK is 
open 9am-12am (midnight) every day of the 
year: 0800 068 41 41.

Young Minds helps young 
people and adults who need 
support with their mental 
health. This includes feeling 

low about things such as; Body Image, Bullying, Eating problems, 
Stress, Grief or loss and Anger. If you need urgent help, you can 
text YM to 85258.

Substance Misuse
If you have a question about drugs, are worried about a 
friend or yourself, FRANK can provide advice and support. 
You or your friend can call FRANK anytime on 0300 123 
6600 for confidential advice. 

In Wakefield, Turning Point - Inspiring Futures is a 
dedicated specialist service for young people under 25 
years and their families. They can offer:

• Outreach service - meet you where it suits you
• Education about drugs and alcohol
• 1:1 support and space to talk things through 
• Support to look at your drug or alcohol use, what are 

you using , how much and how often
• Help with deciding what changes you want to make 

with support to cut down, quit and gain control
• Access to support from our Mental Health Nurse from 

SWYPFT linked to CAMHS
• Support for families and carers from our on-site 

Family Action worker. 
• Familyline, a free helpline for family members over 

the age of 18* which offers befriending 

*Family action will refer anyone under 18 to the relevant 
services. 

Inspiring Futures can be contacted on 0808 8026666 or 
text: 07537 404282, alternatively you can access their 
website at www.turning-point.co.uk/services/wakefield

“If they don’t like you for being 
yourself, be yourself even more.”

-Taylor Swift

Bullying
Bullying is the repetitive, intentional hurting of one person 
or group by another person or group, where the relationship 
involves an imbalance of power. It can happen face to face or 
online. If you are worried, or are concerned that a friend is being 
bullied, write down as many details as possible and speak to a 
trusted adult in school, your Pastoral Year Leader or a member of 
the Safeguarding Team. 

If you are experiencing bullying outside of term time, please 
talk to a trusted adult at home, however you can also contact 
Childline on 0800 1111.

“All people should be treated equally, 
regardless of who they are or who they 

love.”

-Barack Obama

SAFE: Keep safe by being careful not to give out 
personal information - such as your full name, email 
address, phone number, home address, photos or school 
name - to people you are chatting with online.

MEET: Meeting someone you have only been in touch 
with online can be dangerous. Only do so with your 
parents’ or carers’ permission and even then only when 
they can be present.

RELIABLE: Information you find on the internet may 
not be true, or someone online may be lying about who 
they are. Make sure you check information before you 
believe it. 

TELL: Tell your parent, carer or a trusted adult if 
someone or something makes you feel uncomfortable or 
worried, or if you or someone you know is being bullied 
online.
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